Weekly Newsletter May 18th
Dear Everyone
YANGTZE YENWORTHY VISIT:
Mr Panzer, Mr Mullins, Miss See and Yangtze Class are due back from Yenworthy between 6.30 and 7 p.m.
traffic permitting; we will give parents traffic updates by parentmail. Please do not ring school for information as
the phone will not be answered after 5 p.m. Yangtze Class will share their adventures with us on 25th May in
sharing assembly.
SATs
We are immensely proud of how well our Year 6 managed their SATs this week. They all showed great focus
and resilience, and we are hopeful that everyone has done their best. Next week Year 2 are moving on to their
maths papers. That will leave just Year 1 to take their Phonics screener in June.
GDPR:
Please see our new GDPR policy here and our new privacy statement for pupils here. These documents have
been developed by the ODST, and although we are not yet a full member of this Academy Trust, we are entitled
to use them as an associate member.
STAFF UPDATE:
I know some of you have already got wind of a few staff changes. Now that Year 6 SATs are over, it feels like
the right moment to confirm that Mr and Mrs Stowe will be leaving us in order to return to Mrs Stowe's home in
Bermuda, Miss Welham is leaving to go travelling and Miss Cranham has got a new job near her new home in
West Oxfordshire. We have already appointed three replacements: Mr Stowe will be replaced by an experienced
Year 6 teacher called Miss Payne, Mrs Stowe will be replaced by Miss Duncalfe, who was a TA with us for five
years before she went to Oxford Brookes to become a teacher, and Miss Welham will be replaced by Mr Hopkins
who we look forward to getting to know, he is a very keen rugby player and has also trained at Oxford Brookes. Our new
Head teacher, Mrs Farr, was involved with these three appointments. Miss Cranham has only just been offered her new
appointment, but I have advertised immediately to replace her with an experienced practitioner.
BE-SPACE:
Next week, as part of our SMSC curriculum (spiritual, moral, social and cultural), we have invited the charity Be-Space to
set up a special reflection area in the library for the week. Children will visit with their class teacher and TAs for 45
minutes to participate in activities designed to help them contemplate our values and to reflect on what is important to
them. The charity is Christian faith based, and St Matthew's Church are involved with running the groups. However, as
a C of E school with children from different faith positions and no faith, our emphasis is on providing a reflection space
where all children have a chance just to 'Be'. We feel this is very important for children's mental health and well being
(the irony of Year 6 SATs coinciding with Mental Health Awareness Week has not gone unnoticed by us), and we are
confident from speaking to other schools that the Be-Space team are highly skilled at making the opportunity inclusive
and accessible to all.
MAY DANCING:
Our May Dancing is on Friday 25th May. It will begin at approximately 1.30 p.m. once we have registered the children for
the afternoon, set up chairs for parents to sit on, and assembled the children outside behind the KS1 block. Our EYFS are
doubling up for their class cake sale, and Alisha's Mum will be selling Samosas, Onion Bhaji and Curry proceeds to go
towards a new wheel chair.
If anyone has an abundance of blossom or flowers in their garden, please could you donate some for Mrs Ryan and Mrs

Slater to decorate the May King and Queen's thrones? Please deliver on the morning to the shared area where we have
breakfast club.
SUMMER SHARING ASSEMBLIES:
We try and coordinate our summer sharing assemblies with residentials and visits. The timetable is as follows:
25th May - Yangtze adventures at Yenworthy
HALF TERM
15th June - Seine and Thames adventures at the Cotswold Wildlife Park
22nd June - Pangani Class
29th June - Ob and Haro adventures at Woodlands
6th July - Liffey and Congo adventures at Farmer Gow's
13th July - Amazon and Danube - adventures at Hill End
SESA NEWS:
Planning of the Fête for 3-6pm on Saturday 16th June is really coming along. We are very grateful for wonderful
sponsorship from the Head of the River and Finders Keepers which means the fête is going to be extra special
and extra fun! The Head of the River are providing a hog roast and BBQ - think apple sauce, onions and
delicious baps, with a chef too to help whichever class takes it on; do bring your picnic blanket along on the day.
They are also providing a bar with lager, cider and Pimms - it is going to be a very mellow afternoon! Finders
Keepers are enabling us to hire a Meltdown challenge (previously seen at a SOAP event) as well as live music
from Nick Breakspear. Our stall list is not quite ready to go up today but will do early next week - please sign up
during the course of the week. We still need offers of small gazebos if any of you have one you could lend us
please? Please email sesastebbes@gmail.com if so. Thank you
WEBSITE:
http://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/
Our new website is now live! We hope you can find your way around, and please feedback any problems e.g.
broken links.
CURRICULUM:
Please read your weekly curriculum newsletters and have a look at the new summer curriculum graphics so that
you can support your child's learning and know what events are coming up.
Mrs Stowe's Garry class EYFS
Miss Wood's Darling Class EYFS
Miss Smallman's Liffey Class YEAR 1
Miss Woodward's Congo Class YEAR 1
Miss Pullin's Seine Class YEAR 2
Madame Vergier and Mrs Horner's Thames Class YEAR 2
Miss Welham's Swan Class YEAR 3
Miss Jackson's Pangani Class YEAR 3
Miss Cranham's Danube Class YEAR 4
Miss Handley's Amazon Class YEAR 4
Mr Panzer's Yangtze Class YEAR 5
Mrs Horn's Limpopo Class YEAR 5
Mr Stowe's Ob Class YEAR 6
Mr Godby's Haro Class YEAR 6

AFTER SCHOOL CLUBS:
Please email the adult in charge with any queries about clubs.
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Tracy Vindel Fund – Oxford Town and Gown Run
Not only did we all make it round the track - some faster than others - but we are elated that we have been able
to raise nearly £15,000 in memory of Tracy for The Brain Tumour Charity.

Thanks especially from Nick Vindel, Kike and Rafael

Well done our children completing the Junior 3K!

HALF TERM
Footie Tournaments:
LKS2 Tuesday 5th June a.m.
KS1 Wednesday 6th June a.m.
UKS2 Thursday 7th June a.m.
EYFS Friday 8th June a.m. (Ball Skills)
Leila Day and opening of the Surf Board Memorial Bench Friday 15th June
International Evening Thursday 5th July
Sports Mornings 9.15-12
Reception and KS1 Thursday 5th July
KS2 Friday 6th July

Please note that there are revisions
to the cake sale rota.

Community Events:
As part of their excellent marketing, OXFORD SPIRES ACADEMY are offering some fantastic masterclasses
after school for KS2 children. Please have a look at their schedule here:
South Oxford Adventure Playground (SOAP): Get out and play everyday. Open Monday-Friday after school;
3.15-515pm Everyone welcome. It's fun and it's free. All 7+ year olds staying without a parent/carer must have
a new registration form for 2018. Forms available at SOAP. Please see website for more
detail http://www.soapoxford.org.uk/
Please be aware that because SOAP is a busy playground and children visit SOAP without a parent/carer, dogs
should not be left unattended at the gate. Also, please do not hold birthday parties for your children at SOAP
during public opening times. SOAP is an inclusive playground where all children are welcome, regardless of a
party invite. SOAP is available to hire at the weekends and in the evenings for private parties.

Vacancy at SOAP: SOAP is looking for a Party Bookings Manager. This is a part-time, flexible position and
would suit someone who lives locally. Please email hiresoapoxford@gmail.com for more information.
Lake Street Spring Fete
The Lake Street Nursery Spring Fete will take place on Sunday 13 May from 12- 3pm - with fun for all the family
including stalls, games, a bouncy castle, face painting, cakes, crafts, a BBQ, music and much, much
more. There's space both inside and out, so come rain or shine it’ll be a great day of fun for people of all
ages. Everyone is welcome and entry is only £1 entry per adult. Kids go free.
FOOTPATH CLOSURE:
I was delighted that our stretch of tow path from Folly Bridge to just beyond the turning to our school, has not yet
closed although various potholes have been painted so hopefully the work will take place soon. This will not
affect Walking School Bus, because they come into school via our back entrance, but others who normally cross
the footbridge from the north end will have to either come round the back roads or walk up the north side of the
river to the Old Gaswork bridge and then walk back across Grandpont Nature Reserve.

e-safety:
The link to the e-safety area on our website is here:

