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Newsletter name TBC…! 

With 70+ new children and 10 new staff, including me, today was a big day 

for us all!  

We had a great first day with the children completing lots of ‘getting to 

know you’ activities with their new teachers. Our Foundation Stage children 

were particularly impressive, conducting themselves as though they had 

been here for their whole lives! A big well done to our staff team for making 

the children feel so welcome back and for planning fun challenges through-

out the day.  

7th September 2018 
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Part of our two INSET days was spent reducing our school rules to a highly memorable 

three!  

 Be Kind 

 Be Safe 

 Be Responsible 

 

Like many places, schools can become so overrun with rules for different areas, differ-

ent times of the day, assemblies that we end up in the situation where the children 

don’t know them and neither do the adults! By reducing them to just three which apply 

to every situation, we are then able to have conversations with children about different 

contexts. E.g. What does ‘Be Kind’ mean on the play-

ground or in the Dining Hall? This then gives us all a 

consistent point of reference in every conversation 

about conduct. 

We started with a particular focus on Kindness today 

in assembly, thinking about the positive impact that 

doing something kind or unexpected for someone 

else has on them and those around them.  

Staff will be writing certificates for Kindness and be-

ing a Good Learner which will be presented during 

our Friday morning  ‘Red Carpet’ sharing assembly. 

We will be alternating between Key Stages each week 

to ensure that we have enough space and the length 

of the assembly is manageable. As ever, family mem-

bers are more than welcome to join us starting with next week’s (14th September) 

which will be for Foundation Stage, Year 1 and Year 2. 

 

See for yourselves if the rules are sinking in by asking your children what they 

are! 
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Mr Hicks still has some spaces in his clubs, although they are being rapidly filled.  

Monday: Year 1,2,3 football - 19 spaces  
Tuesday: Year 4,5,6 football - 20 spaces  
Wednesday: Year 1,2,3,4,5,6 multi sports - 20 spaces 
Thursday: Year 5&6 netball—19 spaces 

Clubs are £5 per session and will run from the end of the school day until 4:10pm. 
Clubs are all run by experienced coaches.  

If you would like to book a place, please contact Callum by email on: 

callum@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

We will be sending out further details of clubs as we settle into the new school year. 
Watch this space. 

Thank you to Amanda Robson who 

set up the lovely memorial bench for 

Leila Unia who sadly died last year. 

The bench is made from recycled 

wood in the shape of a surf board be-

cause Miss Unia loved the sea. She 

was a big supporter of the RNLI 

which will be reflected in the plaque 

to be placed on the back of the bench. 

The intention is to provide a quiet 

place for children to sit and reflect or 

chat to friends.  
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As many of you may be aware, hidden away at the back of the school field is a relatively large fenced-

in wild area equipped with an old pond, a shed and lots of space. This area  could be perfect for grow-

ing plants, pond dipping, bird watching etc however has been unsafe for children to enter. Over the 

summer, volunteers from the school staff group and local community have been working under the 

leadership of Charity Denton, to clear the space and begin the process of turning this very wild area 

into a beautiful secret garden perfect for science lessons, gardening, story telling and more. A fund-

raiser on social media has already raised over £200. A lot has been accomplished but there is still a 

lot to do before the space can become the hub of activity Charity envisions. The ground requires the 

removal of the roots of nettles, there is more general clearing to be done and the pond needs a lot of 

attention.  

A group of volunteers will be meeting on Saturday 22nd September from 10am to work in the 

garden.  Any help would be greatly appreciated, so please cone along with your wellies, gloves 

and strong arms. Please do bring your children who are welcome to play on the field under parental 

supervision.  

Thank you in advance for any support you give to the garden, this is such a valuable resource 

that has the potential to greatly enrich the school curriculum. 

 

Ellie Handley and Charity Denton 
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Dear Parents and Carers, 

May I start by thanking you all for the warmest welcome I could have wished for on the gate yester-

day? I must also say how bowled over I have been by the incredible staff team I have inherited, who 

have gone out of their way this week to support me whilst also getting the school looking beautiful 

and ready for a new year.  

I will be sharing as much as possible of what goes on here at St. Ebbe’s via this newsletter each week. 

For the most part I will email a link/PDF copy but, if you would prefer a paper copy, please do let us 

know via the note in your child’s bag. I am keen to include articles about or flyers for local events, as 

well as articles about individual children or sponsored events you are taking part in... so please email 

me those as they come up! 

You will notice that our newsletter doesn’t yet have a name. I would love to hear your or your chil-

dren’s ideas for this so that the title is meaningful and reflective of our school.  

As your new Headteacher, I am currently in the process of identifying priorities for improvement 

along with staff and Governors. I would very much value your input, so will shortly be publishing a 

survey via Survey Monkey via which you can share your thoughts and ideas about the future of our 

school if you wish. Whilst we can’t promise to implement every idea, this will give us important in-

formation on which to base our decisions. It is important that I spend some time learning about the 

school before making major policy decisions to ensure that what we decide is right. 

It is great to see so many children cycling to school. May I ask that bikes are dismounted at the gate 

for safety purposes as the area in front of the school is relatively small. 

I met briefly with our SESA (PTA) committee members this morning. You will know that SESA has 

been incredibly successful at raising much needed funds for the school and we would love more com-

mittee members. Please let me know on the gate if you would like to join us or ask for more details. 

Please be assured that my door is always open should you wish to come and see me. I promise to lis-

ten and much prefer to respond to questions early rather than allow them to remain unanswered 

and cause frustration. The same goes for class teachers if you have any questions or want to under-

stand more. 

It is a true privilege to have been appointed as Headteacher of this wonderful school and I look for-

ward to the exciting times which are sure to be ahead! 

Have a wonderful weekend. 

 

With warmest wishes, 

Tina Farr 

 


