
 

 

 

 

The Weekly Ebbesentials 
14th September 2018 

Apologies to Year 5, Yangzte Class who were missed off the front page last week! Here they 

are with details of what they have been up to in the first full week of the new school year. 

We are reading and analysing 

Arthur and the Golden Rope, 

a richly detailed picture-book 

in which Norse Mythology 

features prominently. This 

feeds into our topic for the 

term: The Vikings! Already 

the children have determined 

what they want to learn 

throughout this topic. They 

have begun to explore Viking 

runes and the timeline of the 

Viking Age. 

Thank you for helping us to ensure that the front of the school is safe by asking children to walk their bikes 

to the bike shed. Thank you as well for arriving before the start of the school day at 8:55am. Teachers use 

this time very effectively to practise learning from the previous day/week and giving children time to re-

trieve new information. Mrs Robson will be available at the school office to walk children to class should 

you arrive after 8:55am. If your child is upset, we will of course let you accompany them to class but, for 

the most part ask that a member of staff does this to ensure a smooth staff start to learning with as little in-

terruption as possible. Rest assured we understand that sometimes mornings don’t always go smoothly or 

traffic can be bad but appreciate that you will do your best to be on time for school.  

Finally, if you wish your child to go straight to SOAP after school, please email the office with your 

permission.  Thank you. 



Our first Forest School session got underway this week with a session for half of Seine 

Class. I can’t believe how lucky we are to have such a great site within walking distance 

meaning that Forest School is available throughout chil-

dren’s time at St. Ebbe’s! This week, the site was under 

maintenance so the children enjoyed some bug hunting 

and identification. Here are a few pics to give you a fla-

vour of Forest School as well as Mr Mullins modelling 

for his next photo shoot! 



Thames Class have had a great first full week! As 

you can see, they have been very busy learning all 

about place value using Dienes blocks in maths as 

well as acting out the story of Jack and the Bean-

stalk with much enthusiasm judging by their expres-

sions! 



A huge well done to Samir and Robin for passing their 

Grade 3 exams! Robin achieved a Grade 3 pass for the 

cornet and Samir a Grade 3 merit for the trombone. On 

asking them to comment on their achievements, they had 

this to say: 

Don’t try to perfect a musical instrument in one day. Take 

your time to properly learn it! 

Wise words indeed from our young players. 

If your little one suffers 

with Asthma, please do pro-

vide us with a named inhal-

er for us to keep in school. 

Many thanks. 

Jeans for Genes day is Friday 21st 

September. Please encourage your 

children to wear as much demin as 

possible in exchange for a donation. 

Mrs Robson will be collecting on the 

school gate. To find out more please 

go to: 

www.jeansforgenesday.org 

https://www.jeansforgenesday.org/
https://www.jeansforgenesday.org/


The local Woodcraft folk group is looking for new 
children to join and adults to volunteer. The group 
has always included local children from both St 
Ebbe's and New Hinksey, but we currently have no
-one from St Ebbe's and we'd love to re-address 
the balance.  

The Eclipse Elfins is a group for 6-9 year olds, meeting at the community centre on a Tuesday evening.  We 
are looking for new child members and adult volunteers. If you'd like your child to join, or you are inter-
ested in finding out more about how you can get involved, please 
email southoxfordwoodcraftfolk@gmail.com 

For more information go to: https://woodcraft.org.uk 

Anna Lawrence 

mailto:southoxfordwoodcraftfolk@gmail.com
https://woodcraft.org.uk/


Rosie and Oliver 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

Here we are at the end of our first full week of school! I am continuing to learn more and more about our school and 

community and loving every minute. I am gradually learning names; the children have been very helpful, particular-

ly in this area. 

This week we have continued to talk about kindness and the positive impact this can have both in our school and 

world in general, when we choose to go above and beyond for others. The children have come up with some lovely 

ideas which they have been sharing on our wall of kindness in the school hall.  

May I say congratulations to Reyna of Ob Class who won my competition to name our newslet-

ter? I had some great suggestions and it was a difficult choice but ‘The Weekly Ebbesentials’ 

seemed to have it all covered! Thank you to all of the children who entered the competition. 

I was delighted to see Lexie in Year 6 with her maths learning. Lexie grappled for a long time 

with a concept she didn’t understand until she had her ‘Eureka!’ moment. Well done Lexie! I also 

saw Triman of Liffey Class, who had also been doing some excellent work on number tracks, 

confidently explaining it to me. 

Dexter of Congo Class, and his mum, Jessica are raising money for Alzheimer’s Society by taking part in the 

memory walk on Saturday 16th September. 

If you would like to sponsor them, you can do so by visiting https://justgiving.com/fundraising/jess-gardner 

Parents and children have been asking me what type of snacks are permitted this week. I am happy for chil-

dren to bring a healthy snack which they will enjoy, but do ask that they don’t bring crisps, sweets or choco-

late. Something that  is healthy and will sustain their energy whilst growing their brains will be great! Thank 

you. 

This week, teachers have created a class newsletter for the long term up until Christmas. This will replace the week-

ly newsletters. If they have any additional information, they will send you a Parent Mail or a letter. You will be able 

to find the newsletters on the class page of our school website. If you do have any questions, please speak to your 

child’s teacher at the classroom door or send us an email to office.3833@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk.  

To help you plan your year and time off work, we are putting together as many dates as possible for you., which you 

will receive on Monday. We will do our utmost not to change these unless there are very extenuating circumstances 

as we realise that family life is busy and that time off work often needs to be planned. This list will evolve over the 

year as we add in new dates and we will sync it with the website calendar. If you spot any errors, please do let me 

know so we can correct them as it is likely there may be a few with so much to include. Similarly if something is not 

there which you might expect, please let me know that too as I am still learning the rhythm and traditions of a St. 

Ebbe’s school year. All constructive feedback to improve our school and our communication is always welcome; 

my door and those of my team are always open. 

If you would like to include something in our newsletter, please let the office know by Thursday evening. 

All that remains is for me to wish you a very happy weekend. 

 

Warm wishes, Tina Farr  
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