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On Wednesday afternoon, Year 6 had an exciting visit 

from Julie Summers, the great-niece of mountaineer, 

Andrew (Sandy) Irvine. She spoke to the children about 

Sandy Irvine's life, with a focus on his 1924 attempt to 

summit Mount Everest. In class, the children have been 

studying this expedition and have spent time researching 

the evidence around the climb. After all of the investi-

gating, it was fantastic to be able to hear from someone 

with such an in depth knowledge of the subject. At the 

end of the session, the children had the opportunity to 

ask questions about Sandy Irvine, George Mallory and 

the attempt the climb the world's highest mountain. Here 

are some examples of the questions asked: 

Why was Irvine's ice ax found so close to Mallory?  

Do you think Irvine is still on Mount Everest today? 

Have you ever been up Everest? 

and of course,  

Do you think Mallory and Irvine made it to the top?  

If you would like to know about this mystery, or any of the answers to these questions, feel free to ask 

any of the Year 6 children!  

Year 6’s Everest Mission 



Swan Class’ Pirate Teacher 
Apologies to the parents and carers of children 

in Swan Class who may not have realised that 

we employed a teacher who is actually a pirate. 

Rest assured the pirate is a great teacher who 

likes children. They will come to no harm un-

der his care but, be warned, they do know a lot 

of terrible pirate jokes. 

Arrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr!!!!!! 

Seine Class’ Cooking Lessons 
Tracy Slator, one of our lovely TAs, has been teaching Seine Class how to bake 

delicious Apple Crumble. The smell filled our nostrils throughout the school, 

making our mouths water. The children could barely wait for the crumble to 

cool down before trying it out. They had lots of brilliant words to describe it! 

Thank you Mrs Slator for helping the children bake something so lovely on such 

a small budget! 



The charismatic Tom  B-J (Year 3, Swan Class)  is a runner up in the year 1-2 category of the 

Oxfordshire Schools Science Poetry Competition! The poem was submitted in April this year.  

The winners and runners up get their poems 'published' in a little booklet and online. On Octo-

ber 13th there is a public reading of the poems in Oxford Town Hall and Tom will be presented 

with a copy of the booklet.   

https://if-oxford.com/poetry-competition/ 

Tom, it’s a delight to meet you this morning. How did you find out about the competition 

My mum found out about it online. 

Why did you want to enter? 

Because it sounded fun and I like poems and science a LOT!  

Where did you get your idea from? 

By coincidence there were a lot of volcanoes exploding around the world. I watched a few videos.  

Did you think you would do so well? 

Not really. I’m not used to winning competitions so was a nice surprise when my mum told me. 

How long did it take you to write the poem? 

I started it after breakfast and finished it just after lunch 

That’s a long time to be writing! Was it hard? 

It was hard. It takes a while to get it all right. The last bit took quite a while because the last line was really hard to think of. The 

last line has to be one of the best lines you know! 

What advice would you give someone else who wanted to do the same? 

I would just say put in what you like and then just make it sound great. You never know what will happen! 

How do you feel about your poem being read in public? 

There is one thing, it’s on my Grandpa’s birthday and he’s going to try and come to Oxford to see it. I’m a bit nervous but also 

excited. 

Finally. Will you read me your poem? 

Volcano, Volcano 

Orange you carry into the air 

Louder and louder you roar 

Spurting out lava 

CATASTROPHE! 

Ashes grey 

Night-time sky instead of day 

Now and again you explode 

Unpredictable 

No-one knows 

Orange, grey, so beautiful 

I’m just glad I don’t live near to you! 

Tom I have so enjoyed our interview. Keep up your great interest in science and keep going with your excellent poetry. 

An Interview with Tom 

https://if-oxford.com/poetry-competition/


If your little one suffers with Asthma, please do 

provide us with a named inhaler for us to keep in 

school. 

Many thanks. 



Exciting, active outdoor play on your doorstep!  The 

South Oxford Adventure Playground 

(SOAP) is a popular, inclusive, after school venue, 

very close to St Ebbe’s school.  It’s free, and great 

for children 7 yrs and above, but we welcome eve-

ryone. Open 3.15-5.15 every week day after school 

until half-term.  The playground is supervised by 

trained playworkers, and children 7+yrs can stay 

without a parent/carer if they are registered.  SOAP 

is run entirely by volunteers. We rely on donations 

and fundraising to keep open, and pay our play-

workers.  Please come and visit and check our web-

site for more details.  Outdoor active play is proven 

to be good for kid’s health and wellbeing!  Hope to 

http://www.soapoxford.org.uk/
http://www.soapoxford.org.uk/
http://www.soapoxford.org.uk/
http://www.soapoxford.org.uk/


The local Woodcraft folk group is looking for new 
children to join and adults to volunteer. The group 
has always included local children from both St 
Ebbe's and New Hinksey, but we currently have no
-one from St Ebbe's and we'd love to re-address 
the balance.  

The Eclipse Elfins is a group for 6-9 year olds, meeting at the community centre on a Tuesday evening.  We 
are looking for new child members and adult volunteers. If you'd like your child to join, or you are inter-
ested in finding out more about how you can get involved, please 
email southoxfordwoodcraftfolk@gmail.com 

For more information go to: https://woodcraft.org.uk 

Anna Lawrence 

mailto:southoxfordwoodcraftfolk@gmail.com
https://woodcraft.org.uk/


As many of you may be aware, hidden away at the back of the school field is a 

relatively large fenced-in wild area equipped with an old pond, a shed and lots 

of space. This area  could be perfect for growing plants, pond dipping, bird 

watching etc. however has been unsafe for children to enter. Over the summer, 

volunteers from the school staff group and local community have been working 

under the leadership of Charity Denton, to clear the space and begin the process 

of turning this very wild area into a beautiful secret garden perfect for science 

lessons, gardening, story telling and more. A fundraiser on social media has al-

ready raised over £200. A lot has been accomplished but there is still a lot to do 

before the space can become the hub of activity Charity envisions. The ground 

requires the removal of the roots of nettles, there is more general clearing to be 

done and the pond needs a lot of attention.  

Any help would be greatly appreciated, so please cone along with your wellies, 

gloves and strong arms. Please do bring your children who are welcome to play 

on the field under parental supervision.  

Thank you in advance for any support you give 

to the garden, this is such a valuable resource 

that has the potential to greatly enrich the school 

curriculum. 

 

Ellie Handley and Charity Denton 

Wild Area Clean Up Sat 22nd Sept from 10am 



School Dinner Menu 

After School Clubs 





Dear Parents and Carers, 

It’s been another week packed full of learning here at St. Ebbe’s with Year 6 enjoying a visit from a relative of  Sandy Irvine, 

Everest explorer and lots more.  

Thank you to those of you who have brought questions to me as soon as they come up. Our school is big and a lot happens so 

we really rely on two-way communication. If we have forgotten something or something isn’t clear, if you ask, it really helps us 

to stay organised and for communication to be great.  

What type of snack may children bring for break? 

Parents and children have been asking me what type of snacks are permitted this week. I am happy for children to bring a 

healthy snack which they will enjoy, but do ask that they don’t bring crisps, sweets or chocolate. Something that  is healthy and 

will sustain their energy whilst growing their brains will be great! Thank you. 

Can my child walk to SOAP after school? 

If your child is in Year 4 or above, they may walk to SOAP after school, if you as parents deem them safe and responsible 

enough to do so and it is something they would usually have the freedom to do from home. We do however need an email or a 

letter confirming your ongoing permission 

When is my child’s Sharing Assembly? 

Please check the dates list we sent home as well as the website calendar. 

Will the school continue to sell ice pops? 

Last year, these sales made our very tight school budget over £3000. This money makes a HUGE different to the quality of pro-

vision, giving us a little flexibility to spend creatively.  

Are parents allowed into classrooms in the morning? 

For the most part, we ask that children say goodbye at the door so that we can get on with the day’s learning as fast as possible. 

However, if your child would like to show you something, or is upset, you are more than welcome to come in with them.  

Where can I find the school dinner menu and list of clubs? 

On the website under Information—Parents Information. I have popped it in the newsletter this week but may not always be 

able to fit it in. If you think of something else we could include on this page, please let us know. 

I am not receiving Parent Mail  

Please let us know so we can correct it ASAP. Similarly if you change your email or mobile number, you must let us know.  

When is the next INSET day? 

Friday 5th October. The school will be closed for us to carry out teacher Performance Development Meetings. Please spread the 

word! 

Finally a big well done to Kahlen of Thames Class who has been growing his reading brain 

and doing brilliantly! 

Thank you in advance to those of you helping Charity with the Wild Area tomorrow. Have a 

very lovely weekend. 

 

Warm wishes, Tina Farr  

Mrs Farr’s Page 


