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                              12th October 2018 

Our Harvest Festival 



Goodbye to Steve 
This was our last church service with Steve Hellyer, the vicar at St. Matthew’s Church. Steve 

has been in post for 20 years and has supported the school both as a parent and through 

his role in the church. I only wish I had been able to work alongside him for longer and to 

benefit from his kindness and wisdom. Steve received some lovely messages from the chil-

dren and some beautiful cushions on which he can relax! 



A Day in the Life of Garry Class! 

Here are a few lovely pictures of our EYFS children in Garry Class. The chil-

dren have been exploring Autumn, cooking, taking an Autumn walk, learning 

through play, performing to each other a much more! Thank you Miss Duncalfe 

for these great pictures. 



P.E. in Amazon Class 
In PE, Amazon class have been 

learning how to 

play hockey.  We have been fo-

cusing on how to dribble and 

pass a ball with accuracy and 

control.  This week we played 

some short matches and all got 

very competitive!  



Fun at Forest School 
It’s been another great week at Forest School 

for children in Pangani and Seine Classes. 

The money raised by SESA from all of your 

generosity at events means that we are able to 

offer this important experience across the 

school. Forest School is quite labour-intensive 

with two leaders per 15 children but it’s worth 

it. The children love it! Time to get my wel-

lies on and join in soon I think! 



Well Done Miss Jackson! 
If you’ve been keeping up with our newsletter, you will know that Miss Jackson 

ran the Oxford Half Marathon last Sunday in aid of Cancer Research. You may 

have even sponsored her! 

I am very pleased that Miss Jackson has agreed to be inter-

viewed by journalists, Mattie and Sophie. 

 

Congratulations Miss Jackson on completing the Oxford Half 

Marathon! 

Is running something you’ve always done? 

No. Well not since I was a child. I really liked it at primary school and then 

stopped running at secondary school. 

How much training did you have to do? 

3 months 

What was the best thing about the race? 

Definitely the support from the crowd. It really kept me going. 

What was the hardest part? 

Keeping going in the bits where there was no 

crowd! 

What did your friends and family say? 

They were very proud! 

How much did you raise for Cancer Re-

search? 

£840 

Do you have another challenge in mind? 

Yes. The Hackney Half to see if I can get 

faster. 

Thank you and well done again Miss Jack-

son. You are an excellent role model for our 

community. 



As many of you will know, each year I lift the turf off the top of the mound in SOAP before 

having the fireworks night bonfire there, then afterwards replace the turf again. This has 

been very successful and allows us to have an impressive bonfire AND to continue to use 

the mound for a children’s play space all year round. Lifting and replacing all that turf is a 

substantial job though and this year I have torn a ligament in my elbow and doubt that I’ll 

be able to do it all 

on my own. 

PLEASE could I 

have some fit and 

healthy volunteers 

from 10am on Sat-

urday 3rd and 

again from 10am 

on Sunday 4th to 

help lift and re-

place the turf. It is 

about a six hour 

job for just me but 

could be done in 

three hours or less 

with some help   

Please help! 

Thanks 

Ben  

(if you can help, 

please contact 

Ben, Imogen, 

Tamar, John or 

any Fireworks or-

ganisers - 

Thanks!).   

Fireworks 



Save the Date 
Thursday 8th November  

7pm—8pm 

School Vision Evening for Parents & Carers 

With new HT Tina Farr  

What is the purpose of education? 

Where next for St. Ebbe’s?  

Followed by the SESA (our PTA)  AGM 

8pm—8:30pm 

School Dinners Next Week! 



Red Carpet Sharing Assembly 

Good Learner Kindness 

Birthdays 

Thank you to Haro Class  



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

May I start by thanking those of you who were able to come along to our Harvest Festival. It was a truly joyous occasion with 

hearty singing, poetry, prayers, paintings and lots more. Thank you to our staff for working with the children on their contribu-

tions and to St. Matthew’s Church and especially Steve Hellyer for hosting us. 

 

I can’t believe it’s half term next week! What a packed six and a bit weeks it’s been. I have to say, I’ve enjoyed every minute! 

This week I have been out and about on two occasions. For two years now, I have worked as a System Leader for the Oxford-

shire Teaching School Alliance. This involves supporting another school with school improvement—something which helps to 

top up our budget. I very much enjoy this aspect of my work as I always bring back fresh ideas from the schools I support and 

am able to have my own thinking challenged.  

 

Next week is the last chance to fill out our parent survey. We have had 116 responses which is really great. If you have not yet 

had a chance to fill it out and would like to, please do so by Friday 19th October.  

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/R7P6VNX 

 

Our Autumn Concert is on Wednesday 17th October at 2pm. Please do join us to hear our lovely orchestra who have been prac-

tising hard! There will also be some solo performances and some singing! 

Please do join us on 8th November at 7pm. I would love the chance to speak briefly (no more than 45 minutes I promise: I can 

speak fast!) about our vision for education, particularly around developing the curriculum over the next two years. This will be 

followed by the SESA AGM to which you are warmly welcomed. 

 

I was very happy to see Maia of Limpopo Class this week who received a Headteacher’s Award for helping out Alice of Pan-

gani Class who was experiencing difficulties on the playground. I also awarded one to Alice for showing bravery in resolving a 

conflict. You will know as parents that conflict is a part of growing up and inevitable in an environment with so many children. 

Our approach here at St. Ebbe’s to listen and hold restorative conversations is having a positive effect 

on the choices children make. Should your child tell you of a negative experience at school that they 

didn’t report or feel wasn’t followed up, we would appreciate you letting their class teacher know so 

that we can respond.  

 

Our first cake sale of the year will be on Friday 19th October after school as a treat at the end of term. 

We will be holding seven across the year, shared across our parallel classes. All donations welcome! 

 

Just a quick reminder that children should be kept off school for 48 hours following a bout of sickness or diarrhoea. As I’m 

sure you know, such bugs can spread very fast in a school environment. Please do stick to this rule even if your little one seems 

better.  

 

All that remains is for me to wish you a very lovely weekend. 

Warm wishes, 

Tina Farr 

Mrs Farr’s Page 

https://www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/R7P6VNX

