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Pangani go to Forest School
This week it was the turn of Year 3, Pangani Class to go to Forest School. The
children looked at different designs for building a shelter and then combined

their new knowledge to make their own. Mrs Harlow and Mr Mullins were very
impressed that the shelters even passed the waterproofing test!

Ob Class’ Mountaineer Visit
Ob Class were extremely lucky to have a visit from Diane’s dad on Wednesday. Having
been a mountaineer, he spent time teaching the class about what is important when thinking
about climbing mountains. After seeing some awe-inspiring photos, the
children learnt about the importance of planning, good equipment, an
understanding of climbing and a good partner. They were able to spend
time learning how to tie the strongest knot in the world with their own
carabiner and practise rope. With his expert
assistant (Diane), Mr Dupret made sure
everyone in the class learnt how to tie a figure of eight knot. A big thank you to Diane’s dad for providing the equipment and
sharing his own experiences with the
class!

Seine Class Plant Hunt
We went around our school field looking for different types of plants, thinking about where the
plants were growing and how well they are
growing.

Joseph explained that he thought some plants are
sticking out because they’re trying to find the
sun.

Another commented that some plants might not
have leaves because they have no sun to reflect
on them.
We found lots of different coloured leaves on the
ground. Kayla thought that this was because the
leaves now have less water and sunlight, so they
are starting to die.

This Week in Assembly
This week we had a discussion in assembly with Key Stage 2 all about the reasons people
might be socially excluded or even bullied. We discussed the different between rudeness,
being mean and bullying as defined below as well as thinking about the different roles all of
us may play in these situations. The children contributed some very insightful comments
about the reasons meanness and bullying might happen and we also considered how to
safely take action as a ‘Defender’.

Target: per son being excluded/
bullied
Ringleader: per son/people
leading
Assistants: encour age ringleader, sometimes join in/watch laugh
Defenders: do something about
it
Ignorers: know it’s going on,
stay away, ignore it

Prayer Meeting
All are welcome to join a
short time of prayer for
the school each Monday
morning from 8.55-9.05
in the
school library. Just com
e along, or contact Helen
Pope for details on
07816 144968.

School Dinners Next Week!

Missing Scooter
Following our Parent Mail last week
which led to the successful return of
Maia’s scooter, we have now discovered that Rozie’s has also gone missing.
A RAZOR blue/silver scooter has gone
missing from school.
It has a reflector strapped to the front
and a star on the side of the handle.
Please keep a look out.

Wild Area Update
Thank you to all the lovely, hard-working people who gave up their time last Saturday to continue work on
our wild area.
Here is an update on next steps from Tamar, St Ebbe’s parent:
As you probably know Charity is running a project to do with the large wild garden at the back of the
school, in order to make it useable again. Charity spoke with members of staff and they would like to make
that area to be an outdoor classroom which will focus on science and environment awareness, and will help
our school in its drive for eco-efficiency.
The basis for this project will be based on our new school rules of Be Kind, Be Responsible, Be Safe.
We wish this area will include:

 A shed (or some form of ecolodge) that will be the base of the after school Bird Watching Club, and
will also provide storage for all the science equipment needed. Ideally it will have accessories such as a
sedum roof to attract wildlife, mini greenhouse, solar panel, water butt, wind turbine and nesting boxes.
 Vegetable and herb patches where Breakfast Club and after school club could grow their own food
(and/or even sell it on Fridays, instead of the unhealthy cake sales -- where's Suzanna when I need her??),
and thus encourage healthy eating
 Mini beasts hunts and seeing different wildlife attracted to the ecolodge sedum roof
 Pond dipping in the sheltered pond. Charity got a quote of £3K +vat to provide and install it.
 Egg incubators and an area where children can take care of chicks (and maybe other animals such as
goats - I have a feeling Steph is responsible for this one)
Charity would like this area to be open not just for school time (including after school and breakfast club)
but also during weekends. She is happy and committed to give her own time to open it for different groups.
We hope to contact the Deaf Centre in St Ebbe's and Oxfordshire Association for the Blind. Naturally, we
will try to reach SEN groups such as OASIS and Yellow Submarine to see if they have any interest in enjoying the space during the holidays and weekends.
So what do I want from you?
 We need to make this application as coherent and tight as possible. We need recent research
and evidence of the importance this project will have on our children. If you are or if you know someone
working in a sector that has something to do with science, biology, environment etc. please direct them to
me.
 If you have any experience in writing grants and you have some time, please let me know when you're
available via the school office or let Tina Farr
know at the gate.
Last thing, we need ideas for a name for this
project.!
That's it for now.
Thanks!
Tamar

Save the Date
Thursday 8th November
7pm—8pm
School Vision Evening for Parents & Carers
With new HT Tina Farr
What is the purpose of education?
Where next for St. Ebbe’s?
Followed by the SESA (our PTA) AGM
8pm—8:30pm

Mrs Farr’s Page
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have had over 100 responses to our parent survey already! Thank you so much! The estimated completion time
is only 6 minutes although the average time taken is 10 minutes suggesting that we will have lots of useful
feedback to consider! https://www.sur veymonkey.co.uk/r /R7P6VNX
Only two more days until Miss Jackson runs the Oxford Half Marathon. If you would like to sponsor her please
visit: https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/eve-jackson1
I have had several fantastic visitors to my office this week. I first saw Hamza,
Year 6, who had spent time investigating a fascinating mathematical pattern,
followed by Amelia, Year 1, who had been working very hard indeed learning
number facts. Well done both of you.
A huge thank you to Teiya and J, Year 6, who gave a brilliant tour to a prospective Teaching Assistant this week. Our visitor described the children as proud, articulate, intelligent and knowledgeable. Thank you Teia and Jamie for showing off our school so well!
We are working very closely with the Local Authority this year with the aim of improving our
overall attendance. We will be reviewing policies and monitoring procedures to ensure best practice in this area with a view to bringing attendance above the national average of 96% as well as ensuring prompt
arrival to school. We will be keeping parents informed of children’s attendance as soon as it becomes a concern and
working closely with families who would appreciate support in this area. May I also add that I am not permitted to
authorise term time absence other than for exceptional circumstances. If you need to request absence from school,
please make an appointment to see me via the school office.
Internet Safety is a topic which I am sure is as close to your hearts as parents as it is for us as a school. You may be
aware of the website www.thinkuknow.co.uk which is brilliant for parents, children and educators. Do have a look
to stay up to date with new apps, websites and online games.
Have a wonderful weekend.
Tina Farr

