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Stars in our Schools 
Last Friday, with the help of SESA, we celebrated Stars in Our Schools Day in association with 

Unison. Stars in our Schools day was started six years ago as a way of schools showing apprecia-

tion for their support staff: teaching assistants, office staff, site staff and lunchtime staff. SESA 

generously provided lovely pastries and cups of tea and coffee and gave up their time to serve our 

support staff at break-time. In addition, the children made cards and medals; we also held a very 

special (and very loud) Red Carpet assembly in to hand out certificates. Schools cannot run with-

out these incredible people who go above and beyond to ensure children are safe and happy. One 

of our team had this to say: “We felt valuable and proud for who we are and what we do.” Thank 

you to all of you—you are amazing. 



An Interview With...Archie Lewins 

Our very own Archie Lewins has recently been successful in be-

ing selected for the Marylebone Cricket Foundation. The MCC 

has a foundation which runs Cricket Hubs across the UK to " of-

fer high-quality cricket coaching to talented children in the state 

school system, who have displayed the potential to become good 

cricketers" . Archie was nominated by his club Horspath for the 

U13 trials and got through along with 23 other young cricketers 

from South Oxfordshire. 

Archie, thank you for coming to speak to me. This is a pretty 

amazing achievement. How are you feeling? 

I feel good. It’s a good opportunity to be able to use the facilities 

at Magdalen College. It will be nice to make new friends. 

So when and how often do you train? 

Every Friday night for ten weeks. Each session is 90 minutes long.  

What sort of training do you do? 

Sometimes we use the ball machines to practice batting or technique. Also catching and throwing and bowling.  

Will you play matches with the MCC? 

No it’s about improving technique over the winter. I’ll play for my team, Horspath, in the summer. 

Where do you see cricket in your future? 

As a hobby. I’ll always play it. 

Why cricket over all the other sports? 

I like it because it’s fun and we’re outside. I can enjoy it a lot. 

Any favourite cricketers? 

I like Jimmy Anderson. He’s taken 565 wickets—the most out of any fast bowler ever. 

When did you start playing? 

In the park with my dad mainly from age 6 and then I joined Horspath aged 9. 

Would you encourage other children to take up cricket and how could they do that? 

Yes—maybe just start by playing in the park and think about joining a club. 

 

Thanks Archie—I appreciate your time and good luck with your cricket. 



Y5/6 Football Tournament  

On Monday, our year 5 and 6 boys foot-

ball teams took part in a 6-a-side tourna-

ment at the Oxford City Football Club.  

Two teams played, with one reaching  the 

quarter finals , which turned out to be an 

incredibly competitive match.  All players 

represented their school extremely well, 

making everyone proud! St. Ebbe’s came 

6th out of 22 teams! Well done everyone! 



A Note from Mr Hicks 
Multi Sports club will be coming to an 

end and will be replaced by an Athletics 

club. This will take place as of next term 

so we can prepare for the spring/summer 

competitions. The club be open to years 

3,4,5,6. If any parent/guardian would like 

to sign their child/children up to the club 

please get them to contact me via email.   

Callum.hicks@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

 



SESA News 
SESA news 
 
Quiz Night - to buy raffle tickets, find us at the front gate on Friday after school! 
£5/book of tickets 

Quiz Night is finally here this Friday - we are raising money for laptops for 
our classrooms AND we get to meet Giles Coren!  Should be a great night 
and huge thanks to Andrew Billen in anticipation of some amusing, tricky 
and possibly completely perplexing questions!  We’ve got fantastic prizes 
for the raffle - thank you to everyone who has made these possible includ-
ing Aisha (Hamza & Yaqub’s mum) for over £100 of L’Occitane products, 
C M Taylor (that’s Craig, Bessie & Mabel’s dad) for his stunning new book; 
to Jo Human & Kelty Caston (Taran’s parents) for their donation of a 
Christmas tree; to Ben Whyles (Mrs Whyles husband and Noah’s dad) for 
giving us a voucher for Arbequina; to The Quod (dinner and cocktails), 
Gees (lunch) and The Old Parsonage (afternoon tea) vouchers; to Cafe 
Ethos for three prizes - a family brunch for four adults and up to four children, a ‘bottomless Mi-
mosa Brunch for two’ and a graduation tea for two; to The Magdalen Arms for a supper voucher 
for four; and to parents who have donated items for the hamper - thank you all.  We will also 
have an auction on the night for a top prize of Cote du Beouf for 4 at The Porterhouse (huge 
thank you to Tom Rainey, Will & Sam’s dad) combined with extra Goodies from Andrew Billen for 
one lucky bidder! 
 
Movie Night 
We have postponed Movie Night until January due to feedback about December being a particu-
larly busy time for everyone, so feel that January will be better - the movie will be the fabulous 
‘Incredibles 2’, so we are already looking forward to this!  The School Disco will take place on Fri-
day 1st March and we are also planning a Car Boot Sale for the Spring.   
 
SESA committee 
SESA is currently developing better systems to plan events and have regular, inclusive meetings 
to run things, so if we seem quieter than usual, we are working to be more effective next year.  
Help is always welcome if anyone would like to join the committee in any way - we need people 
with an interest in taking on committee roles or running specific events plus a passion for our 
school to get involved.  We will be holding SESA meetings on 14th January, 18th February, 29th 
April and 20th May (times TBC, often 7:30).  You are welcome to come along to find out what is 
happening without any obligation to volunteer.  Getting involved is much fun though, and worth 
the effort! We would love to have class reps for each class - if this would appeal to you, please 
contact us at sesastebbes@gmail.com.  
 
Easyfundraising 
Thank you to everyone using Easy-
fundraising to support our School - 
we can tell Christmas shopping is un-
derway as we’ve noticed an increase 
in Easyfundraising activity and our 
donations from retailers now total 
£750 to date!  So if you are thinking 
of shopping online, please use Easy-
fundraising to support us, thank you! 

mailto:sesastebbes@gmail.com


A Note from Janet Rayment: Chair of Governors 

Two weeks ago the school had a few hours notification 
of a one-day 'short' OfSTED inspection, but both the 
staff and the governing body were well-prepared and 
ready for the visit. The inspector had specific  
lines of enquiry he wanted to investigate and the judge-
ments on these form the majority of his final report. As 
you will have noted, he has left the school with two ar-
eas for action, both of which had already been identi-
fied and which form priorities in the School Improve-
ment Plan.  

The inspector also paid tribute to the hard work put in by Susie  
Bagnall and acknowledged the very positive impact Mrs Farr, ably  
supported by Mrs Whyles, has already had on the school. 
 
Governors were delighted to hear that St Ebbe's School has been found  
once again to be a 'Good' school and, on behalf of the governing body, I  
send congratulations to all the staff and children who have worked so  
hard and with such enthusiasm and committment to make St Ebbe's the  
school it is today. Governors are very much looking forward to being  
part of the team in the exciting times ahead as we work together to give  
our children the very best educational opportunities.  



School Dinners 



Good Learner Kindness 

Sharing Assembly 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We’ve had an amazing week here at St. Ebbe’s but we can’t quite believe it’s December tomorrow! 

We successfully appointed Liz Perez, whom many of you will know, as the teacher who will cover for 

Mrs Woods’ maternity leave. Mrs Perez has already been in this week to work alongside Mrs Woods and 

will start at the beginning of January, giving a three week handover time to ensure smooth transition be-

fore Mrs Woods leaves.  

I do hope you received your copy of our Ofsted report. We were very pleased with the content and felt 

that the inspector captured our school well in the short time he was with us. May I thank our incredible 

team for all that they did to make the inspection go smoothly, especially Clare Whyles whose in depth 

knowledge of every area of our school meant that the inspector was able to gather all that he needed. 

Thank you once again to all of you for filling out the survey so quickly after ours and for your lovely 

comments. 

Thank you to those of you who came along to the repeat 

of my talk about our vision for the St. Ebbe’s curriculum. 

If you would like to learn more about the research behind 

our ideas, please do refer to the list here. I would highly 

recommend all parents watch Ken Robinson’s 2006 TED 

talk—Do Schools Kill Creativity to understand more 

about how we see our purpose as educators. In addition, 

do watch ‘Austin’s Butterfly’ to see the most amazing example of how a culture of giving and receiving 

kind, specific and helpful feedback really helps children make progress. Both are must watch videos for 

parents! 

As a follow up and to add more depth, the education consultant who will be working with us to create our 

curriculum, Dr. Debra Kidd, will give a talk for parents on Monday 21st January at 7pm. She will give 

more detail about Dilemma-Led Learning and how we can make learning enticing for children so that 

their knowledge, vocabulary and problem-solving skills are built with a strong sense of purpose. She will 

also talk about the brain and memory—areas we are becoming increasingly knowledgeable about and 

ones which are pretty important for educators and parents to understand! Debra is a great speaker who is 

passionate and highly knowledgeable. I know you will enjoy listening to her and learning more about our 

plans for the most incredible curriculum! More details to follow soon. 

Finally, please do consider joining the SESA committee. There is no obligation to attend all meetings but 

the bigger the committee, the more we can share. The meetings are informal and fun with none of the pol-

itics traditionally associated with ‘The PTA’! It’s a chance to work closely with us as a school to under-

stand our vision for education and to contribute to the improvement journey of our lovely school. 

All that remains is for me to wish you a very lovely weekend. 

 

Tina Farr 

Mrs Farr’s Page 


