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A report by Olivia and Dylan of Thames Class. 

Our class went to Blenheim Palace on Tuesday 6th 

November and we learned some more about World 

War One and how the building was used. We had a 

special tour guide called Lynne and she showed us 

lots of huge rooms. First we saw lots of eyes on the 

ceiling and the brown ones were the men’s and the 

blue ones were the ladies’. We saw lots of photo-

graphs of soldiers and learnt about their khaki uni-

form. Lynne showed us a big glass case full of toy 

soldiers. Some were lying on the ground, some 

were on horses and others were carrying drums or 

weapons. We thought there were between 4000 and 

5000 in the case. Then we went to the Dining Room 

which had a massive table with plates and glasses on it. It was set ready for a 

special Christmas meal. In every room there were very big paintings and they 

showed us the different Dukes of Marlborough. We learnt that the painters had 

to use scaffolding and lay on their backs to paint the pictures on the ceiling. In 

one room we saw two tall tapestries that had been made by men. You had to be 

very rich to buy one of those. Finally we went to the Long Library which was 

used as a hospital during the war. Lynne showed us a teddy bear because some 

soldiers took a teddy away with them or a lucky charm.  

 

My favourite part of the day was learning in the Library and looking at how it 

looked in the war. (Olivia) 

 

Blenheim Palace was amazing and I liked looking at all the different photos. 

(Dylan) 



Yangtze Trench Day! 
On Friday the children had the opportunity to experi-

ence what it was like to be soldiers stuck in the trench-

es during WWI. They were given rations and letters 

from loved ones to respond to. The children also creat-

ed stories about soldiers, revolving around a specific 

object that may have been found in the trenches. This 

culminated in the children writing short eulogies for 

their characters and pondering the human cost of 

WWI. 



Cross Country Competition 

On Tuesday, children from year 5 and 6 took part in a cross country 

competition at Oxford Spires School. The course was not easy (2km 

long and very bumpy!) but they did a fantastic job and we got some 

great results, especially from the girls, who have made the county fi-

nal!  There was  a great sense of team spirit, well done to all who par-

ticipated! 



Forest School 
Seine Class had a fantastic trip to Forest School this week. 

After a discussion about how living things prepare for winder, the children made hedgehog hide-outs ready 

for hibernation. Amna made a family of woodland wild cats and werewolves using charcoal face paints. 

The children also studied the autumnal leaf fall. 

Thank you to Mrs Harlow and Mr Mullins for facilitating such educational and enriching experiences dur-

ing their Forest School sessions. We are very lucky to still be able to provide these experiences across our 

school, reflecting our commitment to an enjoyable, broad and memorable curriculum experience for our 

children. 



War Hero 

Many thanks to Katie Doorley, 

Rozie, Finton and Ronan’s mum, 

who brought in a precious piece of 

family history to share with                  

Limpopo and Danube classes.  

On the right of the display is a pho-

tograph of Uncle Jack, who trav-

elled from New Zealand to fight in 

WWI and tragically lost his life. The 

frame also holds the medals he was 

awarded, his cap badge and the 

bronze ‘Death Penny’ sent to his 

family after his death.  



School Dinners 



Good Learner Kindness 

Thank you to Congo Class  

Sharing Assembly 

Diwali 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

I hope you’ve all had a good week. It’s certainly been another busy one here at St. Ebbe’s and I have, once again 

witnessed some great lessons. I’ve seen many children this week who have put excellent effort into their learning 

including Pangani Class for their empathetic and emotional writing from the WW1 trenches. I also witnessed the 

most impassioned debate in Amazon Class about whether conscription should have been compulsory. The quality 

of the children’s reasoning was truly inspiring as well as their ability to construct arguments—very impressive. 

 

You will soon receive a new request for permissions for photos and videos. Under the new GDPR regulations, we 

are now required to seek your consent for each type of use of images or film which include your children. I am keen 

to establish a school Facebook and Twitter page to further share the inspiring learning that I get to see on a day to 

day basis but will need your permission for your children to be included. Similarly for this newsletter. Please do 

return the permission sheet to us as soon as possible as it is going to take us a while to update our database with this 

information. Many thanks. 

 

Several parents have raised concerns about parking in front of our school. 

The zig-zag lines are there for everyone’s safety and are not be parked on 

at any point. Please do respect this to ensure that our cyclists and pedes-

trians remain safe coming to school. I appreciate that the start of the 

school day is a challenge but ask you to park away from the school gate 

and walk the last few metres to reduce congestion.  

 

We have two big SESA events coming up—our quiz night on 30th No-

vember hosted by Giles Coren and our Movie Night the following week. 

More details to follow soon. 

 

We have received the first draft of our Ofsted report and will of course share this with you as soon as it becomes 

public and we are officially able.  

 

There are some lovely photos of your beautiful, smiling children emerging on our website, as a result of our visit 

from a professional photographer. Please do visit www.st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk to have a look. 

 

Finally for those of you who missed it and wish to attend, I will be repeating my vision presentation on 

Thursday 29th November at 2pm. Please do join me if you can. 

 

May I wish you all a very lovely weekend. 

 

See you bright and early on Monday. 

 

Tina Farr 

Mrs Farr’s Page 


