The Weekly Ebbesentials
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Santa’s Visit to St. Ebbe’s

Christmas Service

Christmas Dinner

Dr. Debra Kidd

St. Ebbe’s Primary School
Monday 21st January 2018 7pm-8pm
Author and renowned educationalist, Dr. Debra Kidd will be giving a talk for parents and carers at the start
of her week with us supporting us to rewrite our curriculum.
Dr. Kidd trained as an English and Drama teacher, and has worked with every age group from nursery
through to Post Graduate.
She completed her doctoral thesis in 2014 as well as publishing her first book, Teaching: Notes from the
front Line. Her second book, Becoming Mobius: The Complex Matter of Education, an adaptation of her
doctorate, was published in 2015. Debra’s latest book, Uncharted Territories will form the basis of our curriculum here at St. Ebbe’s.
Debra has one mantra for learning and that is ‘Make it Matter’ and acknowledges that not a single piece of
knowledge that mankind has ever acquired came without a desire to know and the answer to a question.
Debra’s quest is to give children the impetus to want to know, to understand the imperative that drove the
discovery—the story behind the glory.
When Debra speaks, she gives all important hope to teachers and parents alike. She shows us that there
is another way to educate our children.
Join us to hear Debra talk in more detail about why we have chosen to develop our curriculum in
the way we have, the science behind memory and the importance of stories in understanding the
world.
You will leave inspired and positive that the curriculum we are developing with Debra’s help, will be truly
incredible and one which will make a huge difference to the your children’s lives.
Please return the slip below so we can organise refreshments.
………………………………………………………………………………………..

Dr. Debra Kidd 21st January 2018 7pm-8pm.
I/we will be coming to the talk by Dr. Debra Kidd.
I/we will require ………………………. Crèche spaces.
Name ………………………………………… Name of child …………………………………………
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Mrs Farr’s Page
Dear Parents and Carers,
What a great week it’s been in the build up to Christmas here at St. Ebbe’s. Starting with the Carol Service, we
were treated to joyful singing from the whole school as well as our choir. May I thank Mrs Howard and Miss
Vanderzee for helping the children to sing so beautifully as well as our Year 5 readers and our Year 6 comperes
who held together a very smooth service.
On Tuesday we were treated to a Christmas performance from Zumba Club who had choreographed their own moves. Thank you Miss Conde for your inspiration and energy!
Also getting into the Christmas spirit were Running Club who went off for
their weekly run with Mrs Shaw and Miss Handley with bells on their toes!
Next up was a surprise visit from Santa who came laden with 360 books to
give to children. Huge thanks to SESA for giving Santa enough funds to
buy the books and to his elves seen here helping him with the wrapping.
You will see from the photos the looks of absolute delight on the children’s faces as Santa entered each classroom. The children were polite and kind to Santa and showed such gratitude for
their books. We are incredibly proud of them.
Shortly after we had our whole school Christmas dinner, which, thanks to Mrs Forbes and our
kitchen staff ran like clockwork and was absolutely delicious. Thanks must also be extended to our Year 6 children
who served the younger children all the way through with care and attention.
At several points amongst these celebrations we did take the time to remember the meaning of Christmas. During
assembly we discussed this short video entitled, ‘What Would Christmas Be Without Love?’ It is one of the most
moving short films I’ve seen; the children had some thoughtful comments about inclusion and how we can help our
most vulnerable be a part of the things some of us may take for granted. Do have a look if you get the chance.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Icx7hBWeULM
Our best wishes for a safe journey go to Mr Mullins who is off on an Australian adventure next term. We will look
forward to welcoming him back after February half term.
Also goodbye to Mr Woodhouse who is off to London to pursue his career. Thank
you Mr Woodhouse for being a great team member; you will be missed.
Finally may I take this opportunity to thank you all for the most brilliant first term at
St. Ebbe’s! I was very much looking forward to joining this community but had no
idea I would enjoy it this much. I have loved each minute of this term getting to
know your wonderful children and would like to thank each and every one of you for
your feedback either in the form of suggestions or encouragement. Both are so welcome and mean that we can move things quickly in a very exciting direction which is
right for our unique and wonderful community.
I wish you a Christmas time filled with peace, happiness and laughter.

Tina Farr

