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Happy New Year!

An Interview with….
This week I was delighted to meet Amina of Pangani Class. Amina is an
ice-skater who has recently taken part in The Oxford Christmas Ice
Show.
Amina how did you get into Ice skating?
My brother started when I was 5 or 6 and I really wanted to ice skate as well. I got
really into it.
How often do you have lessons?
Once a week for half an hour.
What does a typical lesson look like?
First you skate around and do warm up exercises. I do tea-pots and spins and other
stuff like that.
Is ice skating difficult to learn?
Yes when you first start. When you get the hang of it it’s really easy and fun.
Did you fall over at first?
Yes I did—everyone does. Once you’ve done it once you know that it doesn’t hurt—it’s just a bit of shock. I got back up
and started again until I got the hang of it.
Does ice skating help you understand how to learn something new?
Yes a lot because if you’ve never tried it before it’s learning what makes you fall over when doing things like the Peacock.
If you put your foot out to the side, you’ll fall over.
How old does someone have to be before they can learn to skate?
They could start at 4 or 18 or 34. You couldn’t be too old—you just have to get the hang of it.
Do you think I could learn to do tricks even at my age?
Ummmm. If you did it often and kept focusing on the same trick you’d probably get the hang of it.
Tell me about the Ice Show
It was very fun but very scary. The coaches teach you a dance to do with a group step by step. You get really good and the
dance gets better and better.
Was there a big crowd?
Yes
Do you have to wear a special outfit?
Yes a cool one—a dress or trousers and wings or a headdress, skirt and leotard.
If someone wanted to learn how would they go about it?
Go to the reception at the ice rink and ask it they can do lessons. They’d tell you what day would be good and that’s it!

Wow! What an interesting interview and another example of an inspiring and challenging sports person right here at St.
Ebbe’s Primary School.
Thank you Amina!

SESA news
Welcome back and happy New Year! We are looking forward to a busy 2019 and would welcome new people to get involved with SESA as little or as much as you desire - we need more
support to run SESA and to take forward single projects or events, and to plan for succession
within the committee to keep SESA running when the current committee move on.
SESA meeting next MONDAY 14th JANUARY - 7:30pm @ Caffe Ethos
Our next meeting is on Monday at 7:30pm to plan for our upcoming Movie Night on Friday 1st
February. We would be grateful for people to come along and find out more about planning for
movie night, how we run it on the night, and to plan for future events. The SESA committee
remains very small, and we are mindful of the need for succession in due course, so we need
people to gently get involved now so that you are willing and enthusiastic to take on Committee roles in the autumn (or before if you are keen!).
We’ve got a few events coming up - Debra Kidd’s talk on Monday 21st January where SESA
will run the bar; Movie Night on Friday 1st February (moved from the 18th Jan); the school
Disco on Friday 1st March; the possibility of a car boot sale in late April, and of course the
summer fete on 15th June. We need volunteers to help plan, set up and run all of these - we
would welcome extra volunteers who want to get involved before each event and on the night.
If you cannot make our meetings you might consider becoming a Class Rep. We would like to
have a SESA rep in every class in order to help SESA news (and volunteer opportunities!)
reach all classes and all parents. Please can one person (or two if desired to share the role)
nominate themselves from each class and sign up? For ease of this, we have put a sign-up
sheet on the back of the pole outside the front of the office so that you can volunteer and everyone can see where the gaps are. Equally, please email us at sesastebbes@gmail.com to put
your name down.
New SESA noticeboard is coming!
SESA have just ordered a noticeboard which should arrive on Tuesday and be put up on the
wall at the front of school near the Office. We will make good use of it to keep everyone informed about SESA meetings, activities and events - please do have a look once it is in position!
Classlist
We are all familiar with school contacting us via ParentMail, and the new way of booking Parents Evening appointments online was excellent. However, parents cannot communicate with
each other online as a class or year group. A couple of classes have email lists and there is the
odd WhatsApp group, but many don’t have a way of keeping in touch. Since data protection
rules tightened last year, we are also aware of keeping personal data secure regarding GDPR
rules.
So we are exploring a new social media App called Classlist, likened to a ‘virtual school gate’
that would enable us to run a secure, private, online community of parents at our school. It
would enable parents to register their details, then easily contact each other via the App. There
is a Parentboard where messages or photos can be posted for each class and conversations started; an Events element to aid event organisation; Groups can be created in addition to Classes;
there is a Marketplace with lost & found, items for sale or wanted and much more. We will be
contacting you with more information and to ask for your consent to email you via Parentmail

Dr. Debra Kidd

St. Ebbe’s Primary School
Monday 21st January 2019 7pm-8pm
Author and renowned educationalist, Dr. Debra Kidd will be giving a talk for parents and carers at the start
of her week with us supporting us to rewrite our curriculum.
Dr. Kidd trained as an English and Drama teacher, and has worked with every age group from nursery
through to Post Graduate.
She completed her doctoral thesis in 2014 as well as publishing her first book, Teaching: Notes from the
front Line. Her second book, Becoming Mobius: The Complex Matter of Education, an adaptation of her
doctorate, was published in 2015. Debra’s latest book, Uncharted Territories will form the basis of our curriculum here at St. Ebbe’s.
Debra has one mantra for learning and that is ‘Make it Matter’ and acknowledges that not a single piece of
knowledge that mankind has ever acquired came without a desire to know and the answer to a question.
Debra’s quest is to give children the impetus to want to know, to understand the imperative that drove the
discovery—the story behind the glory.
When Debra speaks, she gives all important hope to teachers and parents alike. She shows us that there
is another way to educate our children.
Join us to hear Debra talk in more detail about why we have chosen to develop our curriculum in
the way we have, the science behind memory and the importance of stories in understanding the
world.
You will leave inspired and positive that the curriculum we are developing with Debra’s help, will be truly
incredible and one which will make a huge difference to the your children’s lives.
Please return the slip below so we can organise refreshments.
………………………………………………………………………………………..

Dr. Debra Kidd 21st January 2019 7pm-8pm.
I/we will be coming to the talk by Dr. Debra Kidd.
I/we will require ………………………. Crèche spaces.
Name ………………………………………… Name of child …………………………………………

School Dinners

Sharing Assembly
Kindness

Thank you Dance Club

Good Learners

Happy Birthday

Mrs Farr’s Page
Dear Parents and Carers,
A very Happy New Year and welcome back to a brand new term at St. Ebbe’s.
Staff started their week with an informative and brilliant training session delivered by outreach workers from The
Mulberry Bush special school. Our session focused on understanding ‘behaviour-as-communication’, something
which is of benefit to all members of our school community. The session helped us to think again about the reasons
behind children’s behaviour, encouraging us to ‘be curious’ and ask ourselves ‘why?’ humans behave in a certain
way. For children who have difficulty regulating their emotions, we are trained to regulate for and with them, helping
them to stay calm. Of fundamental importance is that our school continues to be a kind and safe place for your children to spend their days so that they trust in the adults around them to provide them with support, encouragement and
care meaning that they feel happy and secure enough to be challenged in their learning. Our partnership with you as
their parents is a crucial element of this so please do share anything you feel might help us to better support your children in any way we can. We are always open to hearing what makes them tick and what interests them as well as
what worries them. All of this information and feedback really helps us to hone the experience your children have
whilst they are with us.
Next Friday, Arena Theatre are visiting us to perform The Snow Queen to children from Reception to Year 4. Apologies for the slightly late notice (this wasn’t one I’d picked up on) but if you are able to make a contribution of at least
£2 towards the £500 cost we would be extremely grateful.
You will have read in ‘SESA News’ that we are working together to further improve communication with and between parents by signing up to the Classlist App. I used Classlist in my previous school and parents reported that they
found it very helpful for reminding each other about upcoming events, letting us know if there was something parents
were uncertain about or making suggestions to improve. The app is free and GDPR-friendly so no personal details are
shared. You will be hearing more from us soon via Parent Mail about how to sign up.
Hopefully you will have received a short note from me in your children’s book bags requesting your expert contributions to our emerging new school curriculum. One of the principles upon which our curriculum is being built, is to
involve experts in different areas as much as possible. If you have a particular skill, interest , idea or profession that
you would be willing to share with children and staff at St. Ebbe’s, please do return the form or simply email us on
office.3833@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk with details. We are aiming to provide children with the most excellent experiences we can as well as an authentic audience for the work they produce at the end of each project.
Our week of planning with our curriculum consultant, Debra Kidd, begins on 21st January. You will know that Debra
will be talking to parents and staff at 7pm on the evening of Monday 21st. We would love to see as many of you there
as possible as the more members of our community who understand the reasons for the choices we make in what we
teach children, the more powerful the approach will be.
May I finish with a special thank you to our Year 6 Dance Club Leaders who led their KS1 members through a great
dance to Jesse Glynn’s ‘These Days’ this morning in Sharing Assembly. It was a joy to see how the older children
looked after and supported our smallest. Well done to all you and to our performers as well.
Warm wishes for a restful weekend,
Tina Farr

