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 THAMES CLASS Firefighter Visit 
On Monday the year 1 and 2 classes welcomed a visit from the fire fighters on Blue Watch who are based 

at the local fire station at Rewley Road. They listened very carefully to a talk all about the importance of 

having working smoke alarms and then got the chance to ask lots of interesting questions. The fire fighters 

told us why they chose this challenging career and like the fact that they help people. The children discov-

ered that it can take up to 15 fire fighters and 3 fire engines to put out a fire and sometimes dogs are used 

to help sniff when a fire is being investigated. The first tool that they use is a 60 metre long hose that they 

get ready from the fire engine as soon as they arrive to a deal with a fire.   

This was a great start to our topic and the children are now ready to write their own fire safety instructions. 

 



Haro Class at Forest School 
 



An Interview with…. 
Zoe Whitla—Kata National Championship Silver 

Medallist 
Good morning Zoe! How are you feeling about your achievement? 

I’m feeling very good about it and proud. I’m thinking, ‘How did I do that?’ 

Did you expect to get a medal? 

I’ve done a lot of practice so I had very high expecations of myself in Kata and I hoped 

I’d come home with something but I wasn’t sure what! 

How did you get in to Karate? 

When I was in Reception, I went to a club at my old school with Sensei Patience.  

So you’re pretty experienced already! Tell me about the training. 

I go on Thursdays and Fridays and sometimes Saturdays. Every now and then on Sat-

urday I go to squad training in London—it’s very tiring but it moves me on. It was a big step when I did my first one 

because it was so intense and so many people who were very good. It’s important to go and train and know that 

you’re not necessarily going to be the best straight away. It’s good to spar with different people. If you always spar 

with the same people you know what to expect. For competition you don’t know who you are sparring against so it’s 

good preparation to train in London. 

What is Kata specifically? 

It’s a sequence of moves that you would do in self-defence. We try and make it as realistic as possible. There are lot 

of moves and also kicks, punches, blocks, sweeps and take down.  

Where do see this going for you? 

I think it will be quite a big part of my future and I will carry on for a long time? 

Is there an age limit? 

There are lots of categories including an old people category which isn’t that old actually so YES you can carry on! 

Is it good for you? 

It’s very good for you. It makes you a lot fitter and if you’re trying to get stronger it’s a great thing to do.  

Tell me about Sensei Patience. 

She has a kind personality and a karate personality just like me. I have a kind personality which I need normally but 

a fierce personality for karate!  

How can people start karate? 

Start by looking at www.verasacademyhq.com for more details of local clubs. 

Should it part of the school curriculum? In PE for example? 

We could offer it as a lesson but not that people have to take part in but 

could if they wanted to. 

Any last thoughts? 

You have to be ready for a very intense time. You need to not get flustered 

if something happens to you. This helps you cope and go into that mindset 

with other challenges.  





Good Learners Kindness 

Sharing Assembly 

Happy Birthday Thank you Amazon 

 Class 



Mrs Farr’s Page 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

Well this week has certainly flown by with learning in full flow. We started our week by discussing the ‘Learning Pit’ 

in assembly, talking about how it feels to be learning something new, the conditions needed in a classroom for every-

one to be able to make the mistakes necessary and how we can help ourselves and others to master new skills. Two 

brave members of staff, Mrs Sumser and Mr Hopkins came out to the front to demonstrate exactly how this works by 

trying Hula-Hooping for the first time. Both talked about feeling a bit worried about doing it in front of so many peo-

ple but that they were willing to have a go because they knew they would be supported and not laughed at for not be-

ing able to do it straight away. Sure enough, the children gave brilliant support and encouragement throughout. Mrs 

Balu, who is an experienced hooper also came out to the front to help Mrs Sumser and Mr Hopkins believe they could 

learn to hula-hoop by giving them kind, specific and helpful advice. Mrs Sumser even asked to take the hoop home so 

she could put in the hours of practice needed and several children were keen to either demonstrate their skills or learn 

how to do it at breaktime.  

Hopefully you will have received your child’s termly newsletter from their teacher. If not, you will find them on the  

‘Classes’ page of our website at www.st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk. 

Our curriculum rewrite starts next week in earnest with teachers poised and ready to work with our visiting expert, 

Debra Kidd, me and Mrs Whyles. We have lots of ideas to get us started and are looking to create a curriculum which 

is both knowledge-rich and humanity-rich. Ofsted have published their draft revised framework for school inspections 

this week and we are pleased to see a seismic shift in what the schools watchdog are looking for—a much greater em-

phasis on the quality of education children receive rather than the previous heavy focus on test outcomes. Many of 

you have signed up to hear Debra speak on Monday evening which we are very much looking forward to. Watch this 

space as anything could happen next week. I have received several more offers of expertise to add to our Community 

Database this week. Please do keep these coming either on paper or by emailing the office.  

Yesterday I joined 12 others at a meeting to discuss the issue of congestion outside of our school in the mornings and 

afternoons. Chaired by parent, Jamie Clarke, we were joined by City Councillors Marie Tidbull and Louise Upton, 

our colleagues at Grandpont, PCSOs and several other parents. We held a fruitful discussion about positive actions 

we can take to ensure children’s safety when walking or cycling to school as well as how we can work to reduce the 

very worrying levels of air pollution in Oxford and especially around our school at these peak times. In addition to 

some practical solutions, later in the year the children will be running a raising awareness campaign around these are-

as. Concerning behaviours such as driving on the pavement, sitting with engines idling for 30 minutes or more, beep-

ing children on bikes to get out of the way, are all behaviours that have been witnessed outside our school. If you 

have thoughts or ideas, please do contact me via office.3833@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk. 

The annual SESA children’s movie night is coming up on Friday 1st February. See the new noticeboard just outside 

the front office for more details. 

Next Friday is the Year 4 cake sale (both classes). Please do bring cakes along and help on the day. It will be straight 

after school.  

Coming up today we have a visit from Arena Theatre who will be performing ‘The Snow Queen’ to children from 

Reception to Year 4. Thank you to all you who have been generous enough to make financial contributions. If you 

would still like to do so we are asking for donations of at least £2 via the front desk. 

We have noticed a significant improvement on punctuality this week and wish to share that our overall attendance is 

currently just above the national average. Thank you for your concerted efforts in these areas—it really does make a 

difference. 

May I take this opportunity to wish you all a restful and happy weekend? 

See you bright and early Monday morning! 

 

Tina Farr 


