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 The Snow Queen 
Children from Reception to Year 4 were treated to 

the most fantastic performance of The Snow Queen 

by Arena Theatre at the end of last week. Using 

very few props and narrating the story through ani-

mated puppets provided a most compelling watch 

which sparked our imaginations. The cast took 

questions at the end and encouraged children to cre-

ate their own retellings of stories or to make up 

their own using their toys and items they can find 

around them. Thank you for your 

donations although we are still £200 short of the total. If you 

do have time to drop a donation to either the office or your 

child’s teacher, we would be very grateful. 



The Learning Pit 
Please don’t be alarmed if your little 

one comes home and tells you they’ve 

been in the ‘Learning Pit’ during the 

school day—it is definitely a good 

thing! The learning pit represents for all 

of us what learning something new 

feels like. Over the course of children’s 

time at St. Ebbe’s we will be teaching 

them how to describe the learning process, the feelings associated with trying something new, the ensuing 

struggle which may occur and how it feels to come out the other side. In assemblies and class, we have 

been considering how to create a learning culture unpinned by a certainty of trust where everyone feels safe 

to take risks and make mistakes, and are certain that their classmates and grown ups will encourage, support 

and coach them to improve. Too often, children (and adults) simply see the final result of learning and can 

miss the effort that has gone into mastering a new skill. We have related this to learning a new form of ex-

ercise (hula-hooping), learning to walk as babies and driving a car as adults. Over time children will begin 

to use more of the language which describes learning, supporting them in making progress and reducing 

fear of failure. More information can be found on James Nottingham’s website here. Or on our display cre-

ated by Mrs Whyles and helpers in the hall! 

https://www.jamesnottingham.co.uk/learning-pit/


Y5/6 Athletics Competition 

On Tuesday,  a group of year 

5 and 6 children took part in 

an indoor athletics competi-

tion  at the Ferry Sports Cen-

tre. The children were not 

only all supportive and en-

couraging members of a 

team but they finished in 

joint first place out of 10 

schools. Well done!  



An Interview with…. 
Freya and Eric—Wildlife Enthusiasts 

This week I am delighted to welcome Freya and Eric Mos-

ley to tell me all about the work they have been doing with 

Wild Oxford. We started by watching a great video about 

the Trust starring both Eric and Freya! 

Tell me all about Wild Oxford 

It’s a Trust to take care of wildlife and allow children to 

have fun and spend time in the outdoors.  

Who runs the Trust? 

Quite a few but particularly Ed and Andy. 

What is the aim of the Trust? 

To clear rubbish from nature sites and to make sure spaces for people to spend time with nature rather than 

being stuck indoors? 

How long have you been involved? 

The first time we went was just after we moved near to Rivermead so about three years ago. 

When do you volunteer? 

If we have enough time when there’s an open session, we usually just go and join in. We go to events as 

well. It’s sometimes on the way home from school when we decide to cycle through the nature reserve and 

check everywhere. 

How many people might attend on a Saturday? 

Usually quite a few—25-30 people. When it’s cold it might be less! You get drinks and coffee and people 

bring food to share. 

Do you think this is an important part of a community? 

Yes! The other parts of the area are mostly indoors and when you go to the nature reserve you can be out-

side and have fun. We sometimes find a lot of rubbish so it’s important to clear it up straight away. 

How can people get involved?  

They could go to the website where you can check when the next volunteer session is.  

https://www.bbowt.org.uk/wildlife/living-landscapes/wild-oxford 

Is this an area you think you will always be interested in? 

Yes definitely. We love being outdoors. Once we saw 

a monkjack eating rhubarb. It might be something we 

do as a job.  

Thank you Eric and Freya for your informative in-

terview—you really are making a difference to the 

world! 





Good Learners Kindness 

Sharing Assembly 

Happy Birthday 



Mrs Farr’s Page 
Dear Parents and Carers, 

I hope you’ve all had a good week and have managed to stay warm. We all enjoyed the unexpected and 

very beautiful giant snowflakes on Wednesday and were particularly enchanted by the children who hadn’t 

experienced it before because they have recently moved from countries where it doesn’t snow! Awe and 

wonder right there! 

We have had the most incredible week with Debra Kidd, planning our new school curriculum document. 

Many of you came to hear her speak on Monday evening and, from the feedback we have received, left 

feeling informed and inspired about the direction education is taking at St. Ebbe’s and the reasons for it. For 

those of you who missed it, Debra spoke about the need to ensure the school system supports and nurtures 

children as well as the importance of oracy. It has now been identified that conversation, particularly the 

element of turn-taking, has the biggest impact on a child’s development 0-6 and how we must be careful to 

ensure our classrooms which cater for this age group (and beyond ) must include as many opportunities for 

speaking as possible as an essential pre-requisite to other literacy skills. In addition she talked about the dif-

ferent areas of memory, particularly the importance of narrative (storytelling) memory which is why we 

have put ‘People, Places, Problems and Possibilities’ at the start of our units of work. Finally that we not 

only teach children compassion but that we deliver their learning in a compassionate way. 

I then spent the next four days with pairs of teachers, Debra, and Mrs Whyles, starting to plan units of work 

and, as a team, have come up with exciting plans which are bespoke to our school and our community. A 

large part of our discussions focused around the environment and climate change and what has and can be 

done about that as well as how humans leave their mark on the world through art. Our 

discussions spanned every subject and our plans emerged with a clear knowledge 

strand running through. We have more work to do but have certainly made a great 

start. Our new units will be published on our website when they are complete with a 

view to trialling them in the summer term. What I can leave you with is an assurance 

that our staff team are buzzing with excitement at the creativity, coherence and com-

passion elements in particular and that we can’t wait to put our ideas into practice. The photo shows the end 

product of our discussions along with the plant which bloomed over the course of the four days we spent 

together! A huge thank you to Debra for her time, passion and focus this week as well as to our teachers for 

saying ‘yes we can’!  

May I finish off by wishing Mrs Woods all the very best as she leaves us 

to begin her maternity leave. We are going to miss her over the next few 

months but can’t wait to meet her little girl. Here is Mrs Woods in assem-

bly receiving her gifts from staff. GOOD LUCK MRS WOODS! 

Have a brilliant weekend. 

 


