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Dear Parents and Carers,  
 

Year 2 Spring Term Newsletter  
 

We hope you have had a restful break and would like to wish you all a very happy new year!  

 

 
 

We are looking forward to welcoming a visit by some local firefighters this week to kick off our topic ‘Fire! 
Fire!’ In the first part of the term we will be working with the children to write a range of non-fiction texts to 
produce some fire safety leaflets, posters, stories, video clips and other resources that will promote a real 
understanding of the importance of fire safety messages. We hope that towards the end of term we will be 
able to share these with you in a short presentation/open morning. 
 
Later, in Term 4 the children will be introduced to the historical topic of 
The Great Fire of London and will develop their critical thinking skills 
by writing in role as a character in the fire, creating drama scenarios to 
deepen their understanding of those characters and write playscripts 
and stories. We will also use art resources to strengthen these links. 
Different materials (paint / chalk / oil pastels / collage) will be involved 
to create a variety of “fire scenes”... 
 
 
 
 

 
In Maths, the children will be developing their understanding of multiplication and 
division, using counters, cubes, Numicon and real-life pictures 
and photos to think about groups of __ and sharing equally. We 
will be referring to sharing food items, such as pizza, apples, etc. 
and use these models to ensure the children have a clear grasp 
of the necessity to share fairly and into equal parts. This will lead 
into work on fractions. Your child will be expected to understand 
½ , ¼ and ¾ of a number of objects so the links with multiplication and division are 
crucial. We will continue to use journaling (explaining their ideas) and problem solving to 
develop their understanding further.  
 

 
In Science, we will be learning about materials and their properties. This links nicely with our topic: “Why 
did the Tudor houses catch fire so easily? What were they made out of? Which materials do we use for 
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modern houses? Why?”. They will have plenty of opportunities to ask questions about various materials 
and this will be recorded in our ‘Science Big Book’. 
 
 
This term the children in Thames class will have the opportunity to do cooking and to visit Forest school on 
a Wednesday afternoon. This is on a rota basis and a separate letter will be sent out to you with further 
details. The children in Seine class will learn about a control program called Scratch and will use the iPads 
to make their own set of instructions for moving a character on the screen. 
 
 
 
Reading 
It is essential that your child brings their reading book and diary to school every day. Please do continue to 
read with them each night for about 15-20 minutes and allow time to check their understanding of the story 
they’ve read. We will be focussing this term on developing comprehension skills with the children as they 
read, asking them questions like “Why do you think … did that?” “What might … say/do next?” You could 
also do the same when you read at home so that your child is encouraged to make links between the 
characters in the story, the plot and develop inference and deduction skills too. Please tell us their 
responses in their reading diaries as this will provide us with useful information which we can repeat if 
necessary, in class.  
 
 
P.E.  
Your child will have P.E. every Tuesday and this term they will be developing their gymnastic skills with Mr 
Hicks. P.E. kits are essential and need to be brought into school on Monday and left for the week. Our 
school P.E. kit consists of a light blue t-shirt/polo shirt and dark blue shorts/trousers. Your child will also 
need a pair of suitable trainers for outdoors. Please ensure that all kit is clearly labelled.   
 
As we don’t use indoor shoes in school anymore it may be appropriate to bring a pair of boots or wellies for 
outdoor playtimes this term. 
 
Homework activities 
These activities at home will help support your child’s learning: 
 
Cooking – we will be writing instructions this term so looking at recipes and how they are set out will help 
their writing. Also looking for any other types of instructions in your home will help. Raising questions such 
as “ Why are they set out like this? Does that help the reader? Could it be made clearer with a picture?” will 
help focus their attention to the purpose of this type of writing. 
It will also help their maths skills by reading scales and working out more/less. 
Science is covered too by watching how different ingredients react together, how heating up/cooling down 
affects the food. 
 
Continue to count in steps of different sizes. This will support the work on multiplication. You could use 
vocabulary such as ‘3 groups of 2’ and ‘5 times 10’. Encourage your child to draw these groups too so that 
they can see a pictorial representation as well as hearing the relevant vocabulary. 
If you count with your child you could make a silly mistake and ask your child to spot it! They love playing 
these kinds of games in class. Ask them to work out the next 3 numbers in the pattern. Are they odd or 
even numbers? Why?  
 
Research about the Great Fire of London will also be useful. There are many online resources that we will 
share with the children that they could watch again at home to reinforce the learning. We will put these 
websites up on the classroom windows when we get to that part of the topic. 
 
 
Please don’t hesitate to come and see us either before or after school if you have any questions or queries. 
If you would like to discuss something in depth, please ask to book an appointment.  
 
Kind regards, 
 
Tara Pullin, Catherine Horner, Marion Vergier 


