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Dear Parents/Carers, 
 
Happy New Year!  I hope you all had a lovely break and have had a good start 
to 2019.  Amazon class have had a busy start to the Spring term preparing for 
our sharing assembly this coming Friday, please do join us if you can.  
 

We have spent the first two weeks of term focusing on science, learning 
all about the human digestive system and will soon be moving on to become 
fully immersed in our new topic: Ancient Egypt.  Year 4 will be studying the 
Egyptians over the course of the entire Spring term.  We will be concluding our 
work on this unit by opening our very own year 4 museum which you will all be 
invited to visit.  After February half term, we will be exploring what makes a 
good museum, visiting the Ashmolean to find out more about the Egyptians and 
investigate how artefacts are presented and the children will be making their 
own museum exhibitions.  More information about this will follow shortly. 

   
Homework 
 
Spelling has been identified as an area in need of improvement by many year 
groups and as a result we are trying out a new spelling programme which aims 
to help your children better understand the spelling rules and patterns.  Due to 
this programme, we are changing the way we do homework.  The children all 
have a spelling log book which they will be using to record words connected to 
the spelling rule they are learning that week.  This will be brought home by them 
and they will be expected to be using it to practise any words they are struggling 
and share their spelling work with you. It is important that they bring these 
books to school with them each day.   
 

In year 4, we have introduced a times table challenge.  Each week they 
have 2 minutes to complete 24 multiplication and division questions for a certain 
times table.  Once they are able to do this within the time correctly, they will 
move on to the next times table, e.g. they start at x2 once they know this they 
will move to x3, then x4 etc.  I am now asking that the children focus on learning 
the one they will be tested on that Friday for homework, this will ensure that 
they don’t move on until they are ready.  It is vitally important they are all 
practising their times tables and are able to recall their multiplication and 
division facts up to 12x12 with ease.   
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A new homework project map will be sent home this week.  All children 

are expected to complete at least one project from this map. 
 

PE 
 
Please can you ensure your child has a full school PE kit with them at school on 
Mondays and Wednesdays.  This should include: blue shorts, a blue t-shirt and 
trainers.   
 
If you have any questions or queries please pop in to see us at any time. 
 
Best wishes, 
 
Ella Handley and Lousie Sumser 

 


