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Hula-Hooping Workshop for Year 5
Year 5 were treated to a Hula-Hoop workshop from local expert, Becky Blackwell. A primary school teacher during the day, Becky is an amazing hula-hooper by night! She showed the
children the skills she has refined over a period of 8 years, starting as a complete novice.
One of the children commented, ‘It was like it went through her body!’ We were also impressed by Louise Sumser, who, after practicing at home, has improved her own skills considerably since our assembly just three weeks ago! The assembly was followed by a workshop for Year 5 who learnt tricks to share with younger children at playtime. Thank you
Becky! If you are interested in hula-hooping, contact Becky on
beckshoop@gmail.com.

Online Safety
As an occasional user of
Instagram, I was
shocked to read of the
dangers associated with
use of the app by children under the recommended minimum age of
13.
Live Streaming to
Strangers—Do children
know who all their followers are? Are they making and posting videos which strangers can see?
Damage to confidence, body image and mental health through the use of filters which set
unrealistic expectations and can create feelings of inadequacy. Children can also make themselves look older by adding a make up feature.
Sharing photos which include landmarks giving clues to where children go to school or
where they live. Tagging a current location can give clues to exactly where children are at
given points in time.
Hijacked hashtags are a prominent tool in Instagram. A seemingly innocent hashtag could
end up with others using it for something inappropriate or dangerous.
Instagram TV: anyone can create their own TV channel and don’t have to be friends with a
person to follow an account and watch their videos.
For parent tips on how to help children stay safe on Instagram read or click the picture below.

If you have a little time to
spare and are keen to encourage environmentally friendly
ways of travelling to school, do
consider becoming a
‘Bikeability’ instructor. Working with many of our Year 5
and 6 children each year, the
instructors run courses to increase cycle safety awareness.
Details to the left!

Young Art Oxford
Competition
Want to create a piece of artwork that could be displayed
in the Ashmoleon?
Young Art Oxford is a competition that St Ebbes enter each year. This year the
theme for all artwork is ‘Home’. It costs £2 per entry and can be created on any
plain paper up to A3 size.
It can be made using any of the following:
Oil, watercolour, pastel, crayons, pencils, poster paints or ink.
The art work needs to be labelled with the child’s name, school year and school
in order for artwork to be returned. This information all needs to go on the back
of the artwork piece.
All entries need to be given to Miss Smallman in Liffey class with a parent permission slip (which can be obtained from Miss Smallman or the office), and the
£2 Sellotaped to the entry.
All entries need to be given to Miss Smallman by Friday 15th February.
For more information about the rules please
visit:
http://www.youngartoxford.com/rules.html
Or speak to Lauren Smallman (Year 1 teacher).

Mrs Farr’s Page
Dear Parents and Carers,
What a packed week it’s been here at St. Ebbe’s with extra treats such as a concert from Magdalen College
School and a hula-hoop demonstration for KS2! Thank you to the students from Magdalen College for entertaining us and well done to St. Ebbe’s children for impressing them with
your wonderful singing!
The winter months always brings lots of lost property as children shed extra layers when they heat up running around. I realise that because we
don’t have a uniform, labelling clothes is a somewhat unwieldy task however it really does help us to return them to the right people! If you could
label bigger, more expensive items such as coats especially it would really
help! Our lost property is now by the front door so that you can regularly
check. Any unclaimed items will be donated to charity via our recycling
centre in the car park.
During the final week of this half term, we have invited local charity, Bespace, into school to host some reflection workshops in our library. Bespace are a Christian-run organisation who are committed to exploring reflection for children of all faiths and none. We have written a bespoke
script for St. Ebbe’s which reflects the wide variety of faiths which makeup our community. Children will
visit in groups of 15 or fewer to take part in activities around forgiveness, friendship, saying thank you and
future dreams. The aims of the workshops are to encourage children to find time in their busy lives for reflection and/or prayer. The space will be open for parents after school as well. More details to follow via
ParentMail. Do ask me if you have any questions.
Next Tuesday is once again Safer Internet Day where children will be focusing on how to use the internet
safely. Please do have a look at our article on the potential pitfalls for young users of Instagram. This rapidly changing area remains a challenge for parents and school staff but there are plenty of great websites from
which to gain some information and tips to keep children safe such as National Online Safety, CEOPS, Vodafone Digital Parenting and Netaware.
Our sincere apologies for any inconvenience caused yesterday with our decision to close the school. This
was in line with many other city schools with safety for staff and children at the forefront of our decision.
Please note that Swan Class sharing assembly will now be this Friday 8th February. Watch this space for a
rescheduled Movie Night!
All that remains is for me to wish you a very happy weekend
and, for those of you celebrating on Tuesday, a very happy Chinese New Year.
Tina Farr

