
 

Yr 6 Summer - Inquiry Question 

What does the earth show us to tell our story of 

humankind? 

Year 6 theme: Exploration – “Were human beings born to roam?” 

Content: What will we learn? Creativity: How will we show we 

understand in multiple ways? 
Coherence: How does this project link 

to other year groups and core subjects? 

Coherence: How does this project link 

to other year groups and core subjects? 

 

 

 Evolution, adaptation, extinction, 

inheritance. 

 Charles Darwin’s theory and how 

it was received. 

 Marianne North’s botanical 

drawings. 

 Species of plant 

 Habitats and co-dependence 

 Latitude/longitude and their 

impact on climate zones (and 

why). 

 Flora and fauna 

 Working scientifically 

 Impact of exploration and human 

endeavour on the environment 

and other people. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Learning to draw scientifically and 

imaginatively – art as 

representation and art as 

creation. 

 Photography 

 Curation and exhibitions. 

 Noticing and interpreting. 

 Being curious and creatively 

interpreting the world around us. 

Connections to previous learning:- 

 Links to other themes around 

exploration – Mallory and 

Mountains; The Explorer (Rundell) 

the Mayans and Rainforests. 

 Echoes back to work in Yr 4 on 

flooding, yr 5 on pollution. 

 

Connections to future learning: 

 Connecting to future unit on Space 

around exploration, survival and 

colonisation. 

Connections to core learning:- 

 Maths – mapping, scale, co-

ordinates. 

 Literacy – Writing to inform and 

persuade. Diary entries. 

 RE – Unit 6 Summer 2 Does it 

matter what we believe about 

creation? Unit 4 Spring 2 Is the 

resurrection important to 

Christians?  

 Oxford debate: Huxley-Wilberfore 

 Reading for information.  

 Reading for pleasure. 

 

Compassion: What opportunities 

are there to teach compassion? 

 

Areas of learning (theme/subject) 

Science, Maths, Geography, History (the Victorians) 

Literacy, Art. 

Resources Magnifying glasses, cameras, sketch books, 

pencils and watercolours, satchel (for the explorer), 

frames for exhibiting art. 

 

Understanding how values in other time 

periods might be different to our own. 

Understanding how human beings 

impact on each other and the planet. 

Understanding of the importance and 

value of water. 

Taking responsibility for documenting 

and noticing our own local environment 

and biodiversity. 

How do beliefs/world views affect how 

we treat the world? 

How do beliefs about what happens 

after we die make a difference to the 

way we live? (What legacy do we leave? 

What do we want to be remembered 

for?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Narrative Hook:- 

 People – The archaeologists/scientists 

 Place – Easter Island 

 Problem – Why did the people and trees 

disappear? 

 Possibilities –evolution, sustainability, 

interdependence, responsibility, curiosity. 

Overall outcome  

a) Art exhibition of both scientific and interpretive 

drawings of the natural world. Linked to da Vinci’s 

statement “To develop a complete mind: Study 

the science of art; study the art of science.” Learn 

how to see. Realise that everything connects to 

everything else. Re-enactment of debate in 

OUNH? 

Significant individuals –  

Charles Darwin / Alfred Wallace / David Attenborough / 

Marianne North / Karl Blossfeldt 

 

Texts: The Journey to River Sea – Eva Ibbotson / The Lie Tree – Frances Hardinge  

 

 
Key Vocabulary: Evolution, adaptation, extinction, eco-systems, bio-diversity, 

exploration, colonisation, latitude, longitude, endeavour, Darwin, realism, 

expressionism. 

Community: Where are the links 

to local expertise and resources? 

  

 Local experts – Yan Wong – 

Biologist. 

 

 Local trips: The botanical 

gardens and Natural History 

Museum. 

 

Sharing outcomes with the local 

community. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


