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We love mathematics here at St. Ebbe’s. For many of 

us grown-ups, maths may not have been such a posi-

tive experience growing up. You’ll be pleased to know 

that things have changed! Like most schools we be-

lieve that EVERYONE can learn maths if it is taught 

with a positive growth mindset. Maths is the most bril-

liant vehicle for teaching children perseverance, trial 

and improvement, logical thinking and much more. 

We use practical equipment to make concepts visual 

to aid understanding and to facilitate explanations. 

Children in Swan Class yesterday were busy explor-

ing some very sophisticated shape vocabulary and 

produced some really excellent work. 



Afsha, Aisha and Ma-Hiza all about 

Ramadan 

It’s great to see you all – thanks for coming to 

explain more about this important time in the 

Muslim faith – Ramadan 

For those who aren’t sure, what is Rama-

dan? 

This remembers the time when Allah, our 

God, sent the holy book – the Koran – to his 

prophets so that they could spread his word. 

What is fasting? 

Fasting means you aren’t allowed to eat during daylight hours – in line with the sunrise and the 

sunset in the country where you live. For example, fasting in Pakistan starts four hours after us in 

the UK, because of the time difference. 

Tell me more about what it is like to fast. 

When you start it’s hard but it does get easier. Being at school is quite good as it acts as a dis-

traction although it’s good to avoid others when they are eating.  

What age do people start to fast? 

It’s a choice that young children can make with their families. Some children might just fast for 

one or two days. 

Next week when we are at Yenworthy we won’t fast. Waking up so early will be tricky and we are 

going to be using a lot of energy on outdoor activities.  

What else can you tell me about Ramadan? 

There’s a lot of rules whilst fasting such as: not listening to music, not singing, not too much 

physical activity and of course praying. 

Tell me about prayer during Ramadan? 

Some people go every day to the Mosque – we go on our special day which is Friday. At home 

we pray at sunrise (Fajr), next is around 2pm (Zahr), next is around 6pm (Asr) and then Magrib at 

7pm. These two are the most special. Finally we say Isha after we’ve eaten.  

It’s important to read a prayer called Dua as we begin to break the fast. It’s important to eat dates 

because our prophets used to break their fast with dates. We also read parts of the Koran.  

 

Thank you for your very interesting interview. Good luck with fasting; we are all looking 

forward to celebrating Eid with you at the beginning of June. 

 

 



Year 4 trip to Hill 

End 

Thursday 6
th
 - 

Friday 7
th
 

June 

9:30am Year 4 residential returning by 3pm on Friday. 

Group Photos Tues 18
th
 

June 

9.00am Tempest Photography group photos outside 

Pyjama Day Friday 21st 

June 

All day Wear pyjamas as part of a fundraising for Helen And Douglas 

House 

Year 2 Poetry 

Reading and Art 

Exhibition 

Tues 25
th
 

June 

2pm Parents are invited in to view artwork and hear poetry in response 

to the question: 

Is water the most precious thing in the world? 

KS1 Sports Day 27
th
 June 9:10- 12:00 KS1 in full PE kit all day, KS1 parents welcome. 

KS2 Sports Day 28th June 9:10- 12:00 KS2 in full PE kit all day, KS2 parents welcome. 

Year 5 Fresh Air 

Fair 

Tues 2nd July 

 

Weds 3rd 

July 

8:40am-

10:10pm 

2pm-4pm 

8:40am-

10:10pm 

Parents are invited to view Year 5’s plans for a cleaner, greener 

Oxford as they consider the question:  

Do we have the power to change the world? 

Year 3 and 6 Pro-

ject Outcomes 

4
th
 July From 

1:30pm 

Parents in Year 3 and Year 6 are invited to view a replica Stone 

Age Cave (Y3) and an exhibition of Art inspired by Charles Darwin 

and Mary Ann North (Y6) 

FS Cake sale Fri 5
th
 July 3pm All bought and home-made donations welcome. 

Year 4 Climate 

Change Event 

11
th
 July 1:30pm Parents are invited to hear speeches and learn all about climate 

change in response to the question: 

Can we future-proof our planet? 
Year 1 Open Af-

ternoon 

Fri 19
th
 July 2pm-3pm Parents are invited in to see children’s work and spend time in 

class to view their learning in response to the question: 

How can we make other people feel like they belong? 
KS1 Sports Day Thurs 27th 

June 

9:30am-

11am 

KS1 children to wear sports kit all day please 

Parents are invited to come and cheer children on 

KS2 Sports Day Fri 28th June 9:30am-

12pm 

KS2 children to wear sports kit all day please 

Parents are invited to come and cheer children on 

International 

Evening 

Thursday  4th 

July 

6pm-8pm A chance to celebrate our cultural diversity here at St. Ebbe’s 

Play  Weds 17th 

July 

 1:30pm-

2:30pm 

Play performance 

Play  Thurs 18th 

July 

6pm-7pm  Play performance  

Year 6 disco       

Year 6 Service       

Ebbesfest! Saturday 20th 

July 

3pm-6pm Our Summer Fair with a festival theme—all invited 

End of Term 6 Tues 23
rd

 

July 

  School will finish at 1:15pm 

Start of term 5 Tues 23
rd

 

April 

 8:40am   

Year 1 Cake sale 

  

Fri 17
th
 May 3pm All bought and home-made donations welcome. 

Reception open 

afternoon 

Thursday 

23
rd

 May 

2:00pm-

3:00pm 

Parents are invited to view our learning from our project: How 

beautiful is our wonderful world? 
May Dancing Fri 24

th
 May 1:30pm Parents Welcome 



Now that our Friday assemblies have taken a 

different shape, we are meeting as a whole 

school to celebrate acts of kindness and great 

learning on alternate weeks. The time be-

tween assemblies was too long meaning that 

some children were not getting the recognition 

they so deserve. We will trial our celebration 

assembly this way for a few weeks and then 

ask children for feedback. 

Joel had the red carpet all to himself 

last Friday being the only person to 

have had a birthday in the previous 

week! 



On Sunday Mr Mullins climbed to the top of Blencathra, 

a hill in the Lake District with a group of friends; many 

were wearing Onesies. Mr Mullins was dressed in a kilt 

and carried the Union Jack!  He is raising money for 

a charity called The ME Trust, founded by his friend 

Hannah Clifton. Mr Mullins carried walking boots to the 

summit on behalf of people with ME who are unable to 

climb hills due to illness. The ME Trust provides help 

to people with ME with a team which includes doc-

tors, physiotherapists and counsellors. ME is 

one of the biggest causes of school absence 

in this country. You can sponsor Mr Mullins at 

the link below  https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/

mypage/onesiewalk_hannahandfriends  

https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/mypage/onesiewalk_hannahandfriends
https://www.totalgiving.co.uk/mypage/onesiewalk_hannahandfriends


Dear Parents and Carers, 

We’ve had some great news this week! After an application to the Oxford Diocese Board of Education, we have re-

ceived a large grant which will enable us to replace the fence at the front and the north side of our school. The work 

will begin in the summer holidays which will include a 1.8m high green fence with a remotely controlled gate to im-

prove security throughout the school day.  

You may have noticed that the shared area in the middle of our school is looking freshly painted. This area is going 

to become an art gallery. However we are in need of a variety of frames of different sizes. If you have any lying 

around at home, which you  no longer need, we would love to have them! The first classes to use this space will be 

Thames and Danube at the end of next term.  

We now have a date for International Evening which will take place here at school on Thursday 4th July from 

6pm-8pm. Mrs Sumser will be writing to you shortly with details and asking for expressions of interest from 

those of you would like to be involved. I know that International Evenings have been a long standing events at St. 

Ebbe’s and am very much looking forward to this wonderful celebration of our cultural diversity. 

We are currently working hard to improve children’s experience of the Dining Hall at lunchtime. This is an area to 

improve which came up in our parent survey as well as our recent children’s survey. So far we have changed the 

layout of the tables and created three sittings to reduce the amount of movement in and out of the hall as well as 

playing some calming music. We are also looking to name our ‘restaurant’ - suggestions on a postcard or by email 

please! All of these are starting to have a positive effect and the children have responded well to the changes. They 

have also been helping us to create some simple rules for dining together. Mrs Rayment, our Chair of Governors is 

visiting today to talk with children about their dining experience.  

We have also been talking with the children about football cards and have decided that they shouldn’t bring them in 

for playtimes as they do tend to be at the root of disputes! Teachers may allow them to be brought in for show and 

tell or for golden time but not for the playground. 

Reports from Yenworthy are overwhelmingly positive. Both Mr Sher-

ry and Mrs Whidborne tell us that the group have been outstanding 

in every sense of the word (except perhaps bed-making for some!). 

Last night they ended their day with a camp fire with hot chocolate 

and marshmallows. The children were kind and thoughtful sharing 

their highs from the week, praising each other for achieving amazing 

things. Today they are off to the Doon Valley.  

Finally next week is Year 6 SATs week. This is the week in which 

10/11 year olds all over the country sit externally marked tests in 

reading, writing, spelling and grammar and mathematics. Each test 

lasts 40 minutes to an hour. The children are well-prepared but we 

work very hard at St. Ebbe’s to ensure that both the build up and 

experience of SATs is a positive one for our children and have re-

ceived great feedback from both children and families to this effect.  

Warm wishes, 

 

Tina Farr 

 


