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It’s been life-changing for me
as it has taught me how to be
such a supportive person to
my friends.

I’ve walked away with a
mind full of curiosity and adventure.

It was brilliantly fun and got me to
aggressively fly out of my comfort
zone, like a cub venturing out into
the wild for the first time.

I had a fantastic week and although I was sad to leave, I left
with many memories. I look forward to wearing my Yenworthy tshirt with pride

Paul, the chef, was excellent.
His curry is the food of the
gods.

We honestly cannot praise the Year 6 pupils enough for working through their SATs
with such focus and dedication. Everyone at St.Ebbe’s is incredibly proud of the way
the children approached their assessments with such maturity and determination.
A huge thank you must also go to Mrs Taphouse, Mrs Shaw, Mrs Ali, Mrs Slator and
Mrs Crowwther for helping organise the SATs breakfast - it provided the children with
the perfect start to the day.

This week I am very pleased to be interviewing Blazie who
has recently been responsible for choosing some more fish
for our reception area.

Where did you buy the fish?
The Goldfish Bowl on Magdalen Road
Why did you choose that shop?
Because it has the fish we needed and it is close by.
How did you get there?
We walked and caught the bus.
Which fish did you choose?
Four Labyrinths and five Neon Tetras
Why did you choose those?
Because Mr Godby said we needed some more for the school fish tank especially the Neon Tetra as there
was only one lonely one. I really wanted to get a shark!
Why didn’t you get a shark?
Because it was too expensive—£495! We only had £30 to spend.
Would the shark have eaten the other fish?
Yes! It was a Spotted Cat Shark. I couldn’t see it properly as it was hiding and all curled up in the fish tank.
It was a giant!
Would it need its own tank?
Yes but it would share with the tiny fish who clean it. I would be scared to be one of those fish in case it
chomped me.
What did you name your fish?
I named our fish Larry, Garry, Barry and one after Bob. Those were the Neon Tetras. The others are
called Steve, Mark, Clarke and Bark.
What else can you tell me about fish?
They’re cool and swim brilliantly.
Anything else?
Not at the moment except I did ask Steph if he would get in the tank
with the shark but he didn’t think that was a good idea!

Thank you Blazie for taking the time to buy some more fish and
for choosing and naming them so carefully. We really appreciate your help and expertise.

This week Year 1 too the next step in their project by beginning our relationship with staff from Age UK Oxfordshire, who spoke to the children
about their preconceptions of getting older. The children were also taught
two new sports– walking football and Boccia. The children found it tricky
to ensure they did not run during walking football!
We thoroughly enjoyed their afternoon and we are looking forward to see

how the project progresses as they meet their new friends.

In Seine class we have been scientists! We have been learning about
the water cycle and have carried out
a variety of experiments.
On Tuesday , we made it rain by filling cups with water and squirting
shaving foam on top to be our cloud.
We then added drops of food colouring to make it rain.

Start of term 5
Reception open
afternoon
May Dancing

Tues 23rd
April
Thursday
23rd May
Fri 24th May

8:40am
2:00pm3:00pm
1:30pm

Parents are invited to view our learning from our project: How
beautiful is our wonderful world?
Parents Welcome

Thursday 6th Friday 7th
June
Friday 7th
June
Tues 18th
June
Friday 21st
June
Friday 21st
June

9:30am

Year 4 residential returning by 3pm on Friday.

Year 2 Poetry
Reading and Art
Exhibition

Tues 25th
June

2pm

KS1 Sports Day

27th June

9:10- 12:00

Is water the most precious thing in the world?
KS1 in full PE kit all day, KS1 parents welcome.

KS2 Sports Day

28th June

9:10- 12:00

KS2 in full PE kit all day, KS2 parents welcome.

Year 5 Fresh Air
Fair

Tues 2nd July

8:40am10:10pm
2pm-4pm
8:40am10:10pm
From
1:30pm

Parents are invited to view Year 5’s plans for a cleaner, greener
Oxford as they consider the question:

3pm

All bought and home-made donations welcome.

Year 4 trip to Hill
End
Eid Party
Group Photos
Pyjama Day
Midsummer Disco

Year 3 and 6 Project Outcomes
FS Cake sale

Weds 3rd
July
4th July

Fri 5th July
th

Lunchtime
9.00am

Tempest Photography group photos outside

All day

Wear pyjamas as part of a fundraising for Helen And Douglas
House
5:30pm-6:30pm FS/KS1
7pm-8pm KS2
Tickets from SESA and at reception soon!
Parents are invited in to view artwork and hear poetry in response
to the question:

Do we have the power to change the world?
Parents in Year 3 and Year 6 are invited to view a replica Stone
Age Cave (Y3) and an exhibition of Art inspired by Charles Darwin
and Mary Ann North (Y6)

Year 4 Climate
Change Event

11 July

1:30pm

Parents are invited to hear speeches and learn all about climate
change in response to the question:Can we future-proof our planet?

Year 1 Open Afternoon

Fri 19th July

2pm-3pm

Parents are invited in to see children’s work and spend time in
class to view their learning in response to the question:

International
Evening
Play

Thursday 4th
July
Weds 17th
July
Thurs 18th
July

6pm-8pm
1:30pm2:30pm
6pm-7pm

Play performance

Saturday 20th
July
Tues 23rd
July

3pm-6pm

Our Summer Fair with a festival theme—all invited

Play

How can we make other people feel like they belong?
A chance to celebrate our cultural diversity here at St. Ebbe’s

Play performance

Year 6 disco
Year 6 Service
Ebbesfest!
End of Term 6

School will finish at 1:15pm

Further to our Armchair Fundraiser raising just over £4,000 (a huge thank you to all our donors!), this raised the balance in SESA’s account to a fantastic £9,000. So SESA recently met with Mrs Farr to spend much of it, though not all of it, as at least
£2,000 is kept in reserve to ensure that SESA stays in the black and can cope with unforeseen financial circumstances.
SESA is delighted to announce that it is supporting the following projects from the fundraising leaflet we sent to everyone in
March:
£2,600 for the purchase of a digital cataloguing system for the library (£1,600), the purchase of a dedicated laptop (£500)
and staff time needed to change over to the new system (£500). The changeover is starting now – Mrs Robson has
8,000 books to add to the digital catalogue! Thank you, Mrs Robson – SESA is hugely excited about this!
£2,000 towards Chromebooks (instead of laptops) for classrooms and a charging station - thank you to all those who came
to Quiz night to raise these funds. School is exploring what will best suit our needs in classrooms, with the intention
of buying our first ones in September as part of a longer-term strategy.
£1,000 for a ‘Family Links’ training course in June to enable our Home-School Link worker and a Teaching Assistant to deliver parent support courses, using facilities at South Oxford Family Room.
£560 in total to pay for subject association subscriptions for our teaching staff for Science, Geography, History, PSHE and
Art & Design, which will enable our teaching staff to stay abreast of key topics and information in these core areas
Further to this, Mrs Farr is exploring the possibility of a small grant to fund the 14 visualisers needed, one for every class. Our
lovely new school Business Manager, Phil Doubtfire, has managed to budget for the resources needed for the new curriculum,
so SESA does not need to fund these, and the school will embed the library system before considering whether to purchase the
Accelerated Reader programme. SESA has of course already funded the planning and development of the rich new curriculum
at St Ebbe’s through the involvement of Debra Kidd to guide us. We may potentially continue this support next year. Looking
ahead, we are hoping that our summer ‘EbbesFest’ will raise further funds towards a sound system, staging and lighting for
school performances – so everyone coming along to it will be contributing towards this very special goal to enrich the performance opportunities of all our children!

Forthcoming events
Midsummer Disco – Friday 21st June
Further to the huge fun had at our school disco – we are going to have another one! So kids, get your dancing shoes ready for
a Midsummer Disco on Friday 21st June. Tickets will be available after half term from SESA after school or from Reception. KS1
from 5:30-6:30pm; KS2 from 7:00-8:00pm. All children must be accompanied by a responsible adult – and the SESA bar will
be open! There will also be a kids bar for refreshments too.
Midsummer Disco

Friday 21st June
th

Kids disco with SESA bar for

International evening

Thursday 4th July

SESA will be offering soft
drinks for purchase
The SESA bar will be open!

Ebbesfest

Saturday 20th July

Our summer fête!

May Dance

Friday 24 May
from 1:30pm

Easyfundraising
Thank you to everyone who shops online using Easyfundraising to support SESA – we’ve raised a wonderful £918 so far
and have 60 supporters actively shopping! Please do sign up to support SESA via this free and easy way to earn free
donations from retailers as you shop. Check it out now - go to: www.easyfundraising.org.uk and register to support
SESA as your chosen cause. Thank you!

Help the cafe prepare for its summer opening on Sunday 2nd June:
How it works - pay now and enjoy a summer of Sundays at the Cafe at Hogacre Common
Step 1: Click ‘contribute’ and select a ‘perk’ that tickles your taste-buds
Step 2: Once you’ve paid you should receive an email from PayPal and Fundrazr
Step 3: After the cafe Crowdfunder ends on the 27 May we will email everyone who has supported us with their code/s, which they can use to claim their ‘perks’ in the cafe this summer. (We are
open Sundays, 2 June - 29 September - apart from 7 July, when we will close for Cowley Road
Carnival).
Step 4: Join us for our launch and enjoy your complimentary glass of fizz on Sunday 2 June at 1pm.
Thank you for your support and hope to see you there!
The Hogacre Cafe team

You are warmly invited to
attend the SOAP AGM
Thursday 23rd May
6:30pm

SOAP

Dear Parents and Carers,
Some of you will be aware that this week has been SATs week for Year 6. SATs are the tests which are taken at the
same time all over the country by children in Year 6. I would like to take this opportunity to echo Mr Godby and Miss
Payne’s words in saying how incredibly proud we are of all of the children for their resilience and determination all
week. Some of the tests are long and contain tricky questions which are difficult under time pressure but this didn’t
put anyone off! Well done as well to our Year 6 staff team for proving incredible nurture and just the right amount of
preparation, keeping anxiety levels to a minimum. This was also aided by Mrs Taphouse and her team who provided
a slap-up breakfast every morning! Thank you everyone.
Limpopo class have been enjoying marvellous weather at Yenworthy this week, showing particular resilience in
learning to surf falling in over and over again. Anyone who has tried
surfing will know just how hard it is but once again, they didn’t give up!
Mrs Horn reports lots of brilliant team work, encouragement and a
huge amount of laughter! They finished last night tired but enjoying
roasting marsh mallows around the fire. Well done to all involved!
Last weekend many of our children took part in the Town and Gown
race (along with Mrs Shaw). Most of them were raising money for the
Brain Tumour Charity and did brilliant with some completing the
course in record time!

On Friday children from Year 3&4took part in a football competition
at The Oxford Academy. Two teams participated in this event and represented the school amazingly well. Both
teams got to the final where the Red team ran out 2-0 winners. Huge congratulations to both teams, you were
mazing and what an achievement for both teams to get to the final!
Next week we are beginning the process of writing new projects ready for the next academic year (where has this
year gone?!). We will be referring to our fantastic ‘Community Database’ to which so many of you have contributed.
More news as plans develop…
Please do join us for our May Dance next Friday. SESA will be there selling refreshments! Fingers crossed for a sunny day—the children have been practising hard!
We will be having an Eid Party on Friday 7th June. Mrs Whyles will be sending details next week.
Those of you who are parents of children in Years 3-6 will have received a Parent Mail about a meeting being held
tonight, 7pm, at the Lake Street Community Centre regarding concerns around the allocation of secondary school
places across Oxford. The meeting will be attended by County Councillors so please do attend to raise concerns directly with them.
All that remains is for me to wish you all a very lovely weekend.
See you Monday morning for the last week of this all-too-short term.

Tina Farr

