The Weekly Ebbesentials
7th June 2019

This week, both Year 6 classes spent a morning visiting Oxford’s
very own Natural History Museum. After a quick march through
town (with some brief opportunities for sightseeing), we arrived
and were ready to explore.

At the end of this term, both classes will be working collaboratively
to create their very own Year 6 museum. Whilst at the museum, the
children worked hard to think about how the curators had thought
about where to place the display items, how they had been labelled
and how to make them appealing to all ages of visitors. The children
thought about making their own museum accessible to all when
noticing the braille elements of displays and about how they might
include technology in their own
museum in a meaningful way.
There is certainly a lot of work to
do before the children’s very own
museum is ready for visitors but
please do keep your eyes peeled
for the launch day. In the meantime, Year 6 will be beavering
away with planning, making, labelling and working out how to
display items for their museum!

Wow! I never knew this
Dodo was so special!

Before half term, 11 children from St.Ebbe’s took part
in a Tri-Golf tournament. The event took place at The
Oxford Academy where year 9 students helped run
the event. There were 8 activities set up ranging from putting activities to chipping. All
of the students had an amazing time and showed fantastic enthusiasm
throughout the day. With fantastic encouragement
from one another came a fantastic result where
St.Ebbe’s won the whole competition. What a tremendous achievement!

If you see this
scooter, please do
let the office know.
It went missing just
before half term.
Thank you.

This year’s school Summer fete, EbbesFest19, is happening on Saturday 20th July from 3-6pm so please get the
date in your diaries. There’ll be lots going on including live music acts, fairground style rides, bouncy castles, face
painting, plants to buy and plenty to eat and drink. We’re also planning some wellbeing activities and games for anyone to have a try at. Roll up your sleeves for the tug of war and the egg and spoon race!

How can you help?
We need lots of help to make Ebbefest19 a real success, for it to be a fun afternoon for everyone and raise much
needed money for the school. Please let us know if you can spare any time (just a couple of hours would make a
difference to us), to help in any of the following ways:
1. Sponsorship - if you or your place of work want to sponsor any part of EbbesFest19, we want to hear
from you. Donations small and large are welcome. We’re printing posters very soon so if you want to grab
the premium sponsorship package and get your logo advertised on the posters and flyers, contact us asap.
2. Raffle prizes - we’re looking for quality raffle prizes. Please donate something if you can or ask someone else if you think they might be able to. Or you’d be happy to give your time to approach local businesses over the next few weeks we’d love to hear from you.
3. Raffle tickets – we need you to help us sell them, the prizes are going to be worth winning and we can
raise lots of funds from the raffle, so we hope you can convince your family and friends to buy some tickets.
We’ll be sending a book home with every child after half-term and selling them on the school gates. If you
could help with this, please let us know.

4. Food stalls - As well as the BBQ we’d like to sell a variety of hot and cold food. If anyone has ideas, contacts or
wants to run their own stall, please contact us asap.
Volunteers - We will need lots of helping hands to set up, run stalls, and help tidy up. You can commit to a time
slot, not the whole day, and there will be tasks ahead of the fete too. Email to express an interest and find out
more.
Please note this year we will NOT be asking for donations of toys, books and clothes.

You can email us at sesastebbes@gmail.com to volunteer your time, share ideas or ask questions.

Many thanks
Ciara, Anna, Tamar and Ellen

Family Triathlon, Sunday 30th June (morning)
The Family Room at Grandpont, in conjunction with Oxfordshire
Breastfeeding Support, is running their annual "Family Triathlon"
on Sun 30th June. Lots of people from St Ebbe's School are taking part, many families with children from aged 2 or 3 upwards.
It’s a fantastic community event, lots of fun, and very easy for
adults to join in, even if you’ve never done a triathlon before (6
lengths swimming, a run around a field, and cycling along
Whitehouse Road, past the school and into the nature park). It’s
not timed, so you can take your time and complete the course as a family, allocating parts for
each person to do.
We’re still looking for people to enrol - chat to Yan Wong (Jo’s dad), Tamar Shirley, or pop into
Grandpont for details, or simply go to
http://triathlon.sofr.org.uk
To sponsor someone who is already taking part, go to
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fund/SouthOxfordFamilyTriathlon

South Oxford Adventure Playground
Extended opening hours this term!! We're open until 5.45pm for outdoor play and activities. Children 7+ years, must be registered in 2019 to stay at SOAP unaccompanied. Please
make sure you're children are registered before sending them to SOAP without you! We've had
quite a few arriving without a form. Registration forms are on our website or available on the
desk at SOAP. All younger children must be accompanied by an adult and supervised at all
times.

From mid-June, SOAP will be trialling an exciting one afternoon a week as an an adult
free, playworker led session for 7 year+ children. Watch our website for more information,
and notices will go up in the next few weeks.
SOAP is looking for a volunteer secretary, parent helpers, and someone who can help update
our website. We're always looking for experienced playwokres (paid) to join our team too! Not
very time consuming, but very rewarding! Please get in touch if you would like to know more hiresoapoxford@gmail.com.

Tues 18th
June
Friday 21st
June
Friday 21st
June

9.00am

Tempest Photography group photos outside

All day

Wear pyjamas as part of a fundraising for Helen And Douglas
House
5:30pm-6:30pm FS/KS1

Year 2 Poetry
Reading and Art
Exhibition

Tues 25th
June

2pm

KS1 Sports Day

27th June

9:10- 12:00

Is water the most precious thing in the world?
KS1 in full PE kit all day, KS1 parents welcome.

KS2 Sports Day

28th June

9:10- 12:00

KS2 in full PE kit all day, KS2 parents welcome.

Year 5 Fresh Air
Fair

Tues 2nd July

8:40am10:10pm
2pm-4pm
8:40am10:10pm
From
1:30pm

Parents are invited to view Year 5’s plans for a cleaner, greener
Oxford as they consider the question:

3pm

All bought and home-made donations welcome.

Group Photos
Pyjama Day
Midsummer Disco

Year 3 and 6 Project Outcomes
FS Cake sale

Weds 3rd
July
4th July

Fri 5th July
th

7pm-8pm KS2
Tickets from SESA and at reception soon!
Parents are invited in to view artwork and hear poetry in response
to the question:

Do we have the power to change the world?
Parents in Year 3 and Year 6 are invited to view a replica Stone
Age Cave (Y3) and an exhibition of Art inspired by Charles Darwin
and Mary Ann North (Y6)

Year 4 Climate
Change Event

11 July

1:30pm

Parents are invited to hear speeches and learn all about climate
change in response to the question:Can we future-proof our planet?

Year 1 Open Afternoon

Fri 19th July

2pm-3pm

Parents are invited in to see children’s work and spend time in
class to view their learning in response to the question:

International
Evening
Play

Thursday 4th
July
Weds 17th
July
Thurs 18th
July
Monday
22nd July

6pm-8pm

Year 6 Leavers’
Do

How can we make other people feel like they belong?
A chance to celebrate our cultural diversity here at St. Ebbe’s

1:30pm2:30pm
6pm-7pm

Play performance

9:15sm

Families are invited to the hall for our Leavers’ Service

Monday
22nd July

6pm-8pm

BBQ and Disco—Year 6 only

Ebbesfest!

Saturday 20th
July

3pm-6pm

Our Summer Fair with a festival theme—all invited

End of Term 6

Tues 23rd
July

Play
Year 6 Service

Play performance

School will finish at 1:15pm

Dear Parents and Carers,
Well the May Festival certainly put us all in the holiday mood at the end of last term! What a vibrant and beautiful
event all round. Big thanks to Mr Mullins and Chase for expertly playing the music and compering as well as staff for
their brilliant choreography, the children for their enigmatic performances and all of you for being a great crowd! What
a fantastic event to have inherited!
Summer Festival
SESA are busy preparing an amazing festival for Saturday 20th July (3pm-6pm) with live music, food, stalls, rides
and much more. Our staff team are primed and ready but we will be very grateful for help setting up, running stalls
and clearing up as well as donations of raffle prizes. If you have a stall you would like to run or any ideas to contribute, please do contact me or email SESA on sesastebbes@gmail.com. More communication coming.
Library
SESA has purchased a fabulous electronic library management system! Mrs Robson is busy putting our 8000 books
on the system. If you love books and reading and are interested in helping, please let me, the office or Mrs Robson
know so we can aim to get this up and running for September…
Eid
Eid Mubarak to all those of you who celebrated this week! Several of our Muslim children helped me out during assembly on Monday where we discussed the purpose of Ramadan and how Eid is celebrated. Today we will be having our Eid Party at lunchtime which everyone is very excited about.
International Evening
Is coming up on Thursday 4th July. We will send out the information again next week for those of you are interested
in bringing along a dish or two.
Staff appointments
I am very happy to say that we have now appointed Jim Sherry on a permanent contract to teach Year 5 this year.
Mr Sherry was initially with us on a temporary contract due to the quick turnaround in his appointment but is now
here to stay which we are delighted about. Also congratulations to Liz Perez who will be returning in September on a
part-time basis, teaching Reception on a Thursday and Friday as a job share with Fionualla Woods on her return
from maternity leave,
Classes for next year
The children will be told today who their teacher will be next as year we find this helps many with the prospect of
change. I am sure they will tell you when they get home; I will include this exciting news in next week’s newsletter!
We will be organising time for children to spend with their new teachers as well as additional visits for those who find
transition tricky.
Hill End
Our annual Year 4 visit to Hill End is taking place as I write this. I spent time with the children there yesterday. We
built dens and enjoyed a lovely BBQ. Today the forecast is bit wet but plans are still in place for a treasure hunt and
lots more!
Collective Reflection and Assemblies
I have published our assembly schedule for Term 6 on the parents page of our website. Working with churches and
staff, we have aligned the schedule to both school events, national and international events as well as our values.
This will be subject to change of course but we will do our best to stick to it!
Attendance
Our attendance is improving bit by bit but we are
still slightly below the national average. Please do
avoid booking term time holidays where possible to
help with this. Much appreciated.
All that remains is for me to wish you all a very
happy weekend. See you bright and early on Monday morning.
With warmest wishes,
Tina Farr

