The Weekly Ebbesentials
23rd July 2019

Year 3 took a step into the woods and into
our ancient past this week, with a visit from

wilderness explorer and stone age expert,
Manse Ahmed. On Tuesday, we learned all
about stone age survival, watching a fire making demonstration using a bow and learned
how to make string out of stinging nettles. On
Tuesday, we got to handle stone age replica
artefacts including spears, hand axes and a
bow and arrows. We watched a flint knapping

demonstration where Manse made blades
from a lump of flint, we were astonished when
he used a piece of stone to cut through a thick
piece of leather. We then had a go at recreating stone age artwork by spraying red
and yellow ochre and charcoal paints out of
our mouths to create outlines of our hands.

Space Chase: Summer Reading Challenge 2019
Oxfordshire’s libraries are calling for children to sign up to read any six
books as part of the free ‘Space Chase’ Summer Reading Challenge 2019.
The theme is inspired by the 50th anniversary of the first moon landing. Children will join a special mission across space to help the super
space family called The Rockets find books stolen by mischievous aliens.
As children read their six library books for the Summer Reading Challenge, they will receive special stickers for their colourful collector’s folder. Once they have completed the challenge they’ll get
their own medal and certificate.
The 2019 Summer Reading Space Challenge launches in libraries

Congratulations to Lara Til-Awny on her winning
entry for our Autism Acceptance competition. Lara
designed this excellent poster. Lara designed her
poster around the ‘Different Not Less’ theme, using learning from our assembly and her own
knowledge to create something memorable. Well
done Lara and enjoy your trip to Legoland!

Well done to Bollywood Club who gave two great performances on a very hot afternoon! Thank you Mrs Thapar for
choreographing and organising such a complicated dance!

Looking for excellent summer holiday childcare? Running at St Ebbe's on
25th & 26th July and 19th-23rd August, House of Fun is a fun-filled, family-run holiday camp created and run by experienced, enthusiastic teachers. We offer a wide range of fantastic activities from which children
choose each day: sports, cookery, arts & crafts, whatever takes your fancy! Founded in 2012 by a local primary school teacher and Dad of two, House of Fun’s philosophy is to
give children the opportunity to meet new people, have a go at new things, and build their self-esteem, all
in an exciting and fun environment. Cost – £39.00 per day 8.30am-6.00pm (half days also available).

Dear Parents and Carers,
What a term and what a year! I can honestly say that leading this incredible school with such a vibrant and
talented community has truly exceeded my expectations.
We said goodbye to Year 6 this morning in a Leavers’ Assembly whereby they conducted themselves with
maturity and dignity. Each child had their ‘Red Carpet’ moment, coming to receive a beautiful bible, book
and certificate from the Year 6 team, to the sound of hearty applause from younger children and families.
We left the children with the clear message to embrace who they are and to continue to allow others to do
the same, as they enter this next phase of their education. We celebrated all that they have brought to our
school community with their unique personalities, skills and talents. I may have only known them a year
but have certainly come to appreciate each and every one of them. To those families who are leaving us—
you know where we are. Thank you for supporting St. Ebbe’s school over the last seven years.
Our next job was to say goodbye to several of our Teaching Assistants (Gaya White, Joe Wilson, Phoebe Scotland,
Hajirah Hussein and George Clarke) who are all off to continue their studies as well as Lisa Shaw, our play therapist,
who is off to work with older children and complete her
PhD. We also said goodbye to Sarah Jackson and Emma
Dunkley, our two student teachers, who are going to start
their first teaching jobs at St. Nicholas. In a big school, we
will always have to say goodbye to some and whilst we will miss these staff members, we wish them the
very best for the future. Lisa left us a range of beautiful gifts for our new Nurture Room which will be opening in September. Thank you Lisa!
At our recent round of interviews we were very lucky to appoint Noelie Chadder, Natalie Belbin and Maria
Almeida, all of whom will be joining our team in September alongside Gemma Davies, Tanya Studholme
and Jean Squires who were appointed last month. A very warm welcome to all of you!
The end of the year always brings a time of reflection as we think together as a team and a community
about what has gone well and how we can further improve. This year has been about cementing our vision for education at St. Ebbe’s and all that we aim to offer the children we are lucky enough to have
through our doors. From this will flow more exciting developments to our curriculum and further clarity
about provision through our school policies. You have been instrumental in helping us along this journey
with your thoughtful feedback and willingness to engage in discussion.
Thank you for being the best community I could have wished to work with. For those of you who have a
holiday coming up—have a lovely time and I will see you all on Tuesday 3rd September at 8:40am where
we begin another year in the journey of St. Ebbe’s.
Warm wishes,

Tina Farr

