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It was a pleasure to spend time in Reception last Friday as Liffey Class delivered their 

hand-written invitations to a Teddy Bears’ Picnic to Darling Class. Part of transition, 

this project has involved children in Year 1 thinking about how they can help children 

in Reception to feel like they belong in Year 1 in September.  

The children will be picnicking together next week, hopefully in the sunshine, and get-

ting to know each other that little bit more.  

Having a buddy in Year 2 will also help our new Year 1 children to feel safe and happy 

when they are out at play on the ‘big playground’. 



Saturday 20 July 3 – 6pm 

The school summer fete, EbbesFest19 is only 2 weeks away! We hope you ’re getting excited – we 
are. 
Each class will run a stall or activity: 
We’ve agreed with Mrs Farr and the teachers the following list showing who is doing what on the day. 
There will also be some extra stalls run by Year 6 too. 
Reception 
Garry Class - Smoothies and Ice Creams - Class contact: Maeve Lawrence 
Darling Class - Face Painting/Glitter/Nails - Class contact needed 
  
Year 1 
Congo Class - Soft Drinks bar - Class contact needed 
Liffey Class - Kids fancy dress - Class contact needed 
  
Year 2  
Thames & Seine Classes - Bar - Class Contact: Ellen Stevens 
  
Year 3  
Swan Class - EbbesFest Games - Class contact: Anna Herzberg 
Pangani Class - Beat the Goalie - Class contact needed 
  
Year 4   
Amazon & Danube classes - Entrance and Raffle Tickets - Class contact Rachel Wilkins 
  
Year 5  
Limpopo & Yangtze classes - BBQ - Class contact needed 
  
Year 6  
Haro Class - Plants - Class contact Cat Bowley 
Ob Class - Cakes - Class contact Rachel Savory 
  
Class parent rep: Each class needs a parent rep but there are few classes without a rep yet. If you’re in 
one of these classes please volunteer if you can. The role will involve being the main point of contact 
for SESAto communicate about what is needed before and on the day. Also, the class rep will need to 
recruit other parents to help run the class stall. SESA are on hand to help, answer questions etc. 
Raffle tickets: A book of 5 raffle tickets has been put in every book bag today. Please sell them to your 
friends and family. The prizes are great and we rely on the raffle to raise a lot of money. You can return 
the stubs and money to us when we’re selling the tickets on the school gates over the next two weeks. 
Please ask us for more if you can sell more on our behalf. 
Donations: This year we’re not having some stalls that we’ve had in the past so we do not 
need donations of toys, books and clothes. However, we are having a kids fancy dress stall so 
please look through your cupboards to dig out anything you no longer need. Please leave dona-
tions in the school hall the week of the event from Monday 15th July. We would love donations for 
the plant and cake stall too – please bring these on the day 
 



Looking for excellent summer holiday childcare? Running at St 

Ebbe's on 25th & 26th July and 19th-23rd August, House of Fun 

is a fun-filled, family-run holiday camp created and run by experi-

enced, enthusiastic teachers. We offer a wide range of fantastic 

activities from which children choose each day: sports, cookery, 

arts & crafts, whatever takes your fancy! Founded in 2012 by a 

local primary school teacher and Dad of two, House of Fun’s phi-

losophy is to give children the opportunity to meet new people, have a go at new things, and build their 

self-esteem, all in an exciting and fun environment. Cost – £39.00 per day 8.30am-6.00pm (half days also 

available). Bookings at www.house-of-fun.org.  

http://www.house-of-fun.org/


Group Photos Tues 18
th
 

June 

9.00am Tempest Photography group photos outside 

Midsummer Disco Friday 21st 

June 

 5:30pm-6:30pm FS/KS1 

7pm-8pm KS2 

Tickets from SESA and at reception soon! 

Year 2 Poetry 

Reading and Art 

Exhibition 

Tues 25
th
 

June 

2pm Parents are invited in to view artwork and hear poetry in response 

to the question: 

Is water the most precious thing in the world? 

KS1 Sports Day 27
th
 June 9:10- 12:00 KS1 in full PE kit all day, KS1 parents welcome. 

KS2 Sports Day 28th June 9:10- 12:00 KS2 in full PE kit all day, KS2 parents welcome. 

Year 5 Fresh Air 

Fair 

Tues 2nd July 

 

Weds 3rd 

July 

8:40am-

10:10pm 

2pm-4pm 

8:40am-

10:10pm 

Parents are invited to view Year 5’s plans for a cleaner, greener 

Oxford as they consider the question:  

Do we have the power to change the world? 

Year 3 and 6 Pro-

ject Outcomes 

4
th
 July From 

1:30pm 

Parents in Year 3 and Year 6 are invited to view a replica Stone 

Age Cave (Y3) and an exhibition of Art inspired by Charles Darwin 

and Mary Ann North (Y6) 

FS Cake sale Fri 5
th
 July 3pm All bought and home-made donations welcome. 

Year 4 Climate 

Change Event 

11
th
 July 1:30pm Parents are invited to hear speeches and learn all about climate 

change in response to the question:Can we future-proof our plan-

et? 

Year 1 Open Af-

ternoon 

Thu 18
th
 July 2pm-3pm Parents are invited in to see children’s work and spend time in 

class to view their learning in response to the question: 

How can we make other people feel like they belong? 
International 

Evening 

Thursday  4th 

July 

6pm-8pm A chance to celebrate our cultural diversity here at St. Ebbe’s 

Play  Weds 17th 

July 

 1:30pm-

2:30pm 

Play performance 

Play  Thurs 18th 

July 

6pm-7pm  Play performance  

Year 6 Service 

 

 Monday 

22nd July 

 9:15sm Families are invited to the hall for our Leavers’ Service  

Year 6 Leavers’ 

Do 

 Monday 

22nd July 

 6pm-8pm BBQ and Disco—Year 6 only  

Ebbesfest! Saturday 20th 

July 

3pm-6pm Our Summer Fair with a festival theme—all invited 

End of Term 6 Tues 23
rd

 

July 

  School will finish at 1:15pm 



Dear Parents and Carers, 

Many of you will know that we’ve had two more amazing project outcomes for Years 3 and 5. Year 5 held their ‘Fresh 

Air Fair’ for two mornings this week; parents were invited to come and learn about pollution and what we can do to 

make both large and small changes. We played games, took quizzes and learnt about sustainable housing and ener-

gy solutions. The children were knowledgeable, passionate and full of hope for what can be done to combat pollution 

outside of our school, in Oxford and for our planet.  

With the help of their classes, our Year 3 teachers have built the most amazing cave containing replica Stone Age 

drawings and handprints. The children gave detailed guided tours in groups, showing off their accumulated 

knowledge of Stone Age history with infectious enthusiasm. They impressed parents and 15 American visiting teach-

ers with their explanations about why we can’t be entirely sure what the different paintings represent. A parent who is 

a Professor of Ancient History was particularly stunned by this high-level historical skill of ‘epistemic uncertainty’. 

Such skills extend across the curriculum, particularly around the interpretation of the Arts and is something which can 

too easily become ‘educated out’ of children if concern ourselves only with getting the ‘right answer’ for exams. The 

cave will be up for a few more days so please do come and visit—you will need a torch! 

This feedback only inspires us to continue creating a curriculum which engages children so that they may spend their 

primary years being inspired and developing or even discovering a subject which makes them tick. I can’t thank the 

staff involved in bringing these projects to life and for going above and beyond creating experiences which not only 

have the ‘wow factor’ but which are leading to in depth knowledge and understanding.  

Next week, Year 4 will be leading a Climate Change conference at the Town Hall. Do join them if you have a little 

spare time; it will be starting at 1:45pm. 

Mrs Whyles and I will be leading our own conference for 50 teachers on Wednesday next week alongside our con-

sultant Debra Kidd and her colleague, Hywel Roberts. We are both looking to sharing our emerging work here at St. 

Ebbe’s with teachers from across the county and beyond! 

We finished last week with a very lively assembly where we announced the winning house team for Sports Day. Miss 

Handley collated points from both EY/KS1 sports day and KS2 leading to a victory for Yellow House. There were 

cheers and celebrations galore as two members of Year 6 came to the front to receive the trophy. Well done to eve-

ryone involved and thank you to those of you who came to cheer the children on! 

Thank you for your donations for Helen and Douglas House on our recent pyjama day. We raised a total to £260 to 

go towards the important work carried out by this local charity. 

International Evening was a joy last night, packed with families enjoying food and conversation in the sunshine. 

Thank you for your generous donations of food and for helping us clear up. Apologies for the slightly haphazard com-

munication around this event—we found a message languishing in the drafts of Parent Mail which was meant to con-

firm we were going ahead last week. Despite this, you turned up and we all had a truly lovely evening! 

I will finish this week by sharing this photo from Sports Day with one of my favourite people: Sue Matthew, former 

Headteacher of St. Ebbe’s School. Sue was Head here during the time that I completed my student school experi-

ence and was one of my earliest teaching and leadership inspirations. I know that many of you who came here, ex-

perienced her as your Headteacher too! It is a true honour to have her as such an in-

volved and enthusiastic member of our school community! 

I wish you all a happy weekend. 

Warm wishes, 

Tina Farr 


