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The young legionaries in Amazon class have been busy this week, completing their 

Roman shields and then putting them to the test during their first basic training ses-

sion.  After a long route march, the soldiers enjoyed their rations and then worked 

hard to develop 

their agility be-

fore learning 

about the differ-

ent battle for-

mations. 



This week the children have been busy helping to create a new role 

play area for our enquiry question ‘Is there such a thing as a good or 

bad person?’  

The children have started to explore this question through the charac-

ter of Shrek. They have helped to create his swamp house for our role 

play area. 



On Tuesday, Yangtze class spent the morn-

ing at Pizza Express learning how to make 

pizza. They all did an excellent job of knead-

ing their dough and adding their toppings 

and learning about sustainable and season-

al ingredients that are available, linked to 

their project, ’How can we feed 10 billion?’  





Welcome back to the new school year – we hope that everyone is settling in 
well and that new parents especially are finding their way around! 
 

On that note, may we introduce St Ebbe’s School Association aka SESA to all 
new parents?   
 
SESA’s mission is to enrich our children’s experience of school; we run fun 
events through the year and raise funds to support school projects and provide 
extra resources that would not otherwise be possible. We have some dates for 
your diaries already: 
 

SESA’s AGM – Tuesday 15th October 2019 

SESA’s AGM will take place on Tuesday 15th October at 7:00pm at 
School.  Please do come and join us for a drink and some nibbles, followed by a 
short AGM.  We will be electing the new SESA committee for the coming year, 
as the current co-Chairs and treasurer will be standing down after two years in 
the role.  Being on the committee is a great way to get more involved with 
school; we are equally keen to here from anyone who would like to volunteer 
to help even on an occasional basis - there is absolutely no commitment re-
quired, just an interest in contributing to our school community and enriching 
our children’s (and our!) experience of school.  Regular SESA meetings are held 
once per term, with brief extra meetings where necessary to organise events. 
Dates of these meetings will be available shortly. 
 

Quiz Night - Friday 22nd November 2019 

Quiz Night, run by Andrew Billen with a celebrity host, will be on Friday 
22nd November.  There is space for twelve teams of ten people, so a sign-up 
sheet will go up soon for this (likely to be on the pole outside the office).   It is 
a fantastic night, not to be missed! 
 

Best wishes, 
Ciara Shaw & Rachel Wilkins 

SESA Co-Chair 





Event Date & Time Details 

Julie Summers Year 6 Ev-

erest talk 

Tuesday 1st October Julie Summers with Y6 to talk about Mallory 

and Irvine’s 1924 Everest ascent. 

INSET DAY Friday 4th October School closed for staff training 

Limpopo Class at 

Pizza Express 

Tuesday 8th October 

9:00 –11:30am 

As part of ‘How To Feed 10 Billion People’, 

children will investigate sustainable and 

seasonal ingredients. 

Year 1 Parent Project Out-

come 

Tuesday 15th October 

2:30pm 

Families are invited to the classroom so 

that children can share their learning. 

SESA AGM Tuesday 15th October 

7:30pm 

All welcome to join us at the SESA AGM 

here at school. Wine, cheese and biscuits 

provided! 

Harvest Festival 17th October 9:30am Families and friends are invited to St. Mat-

thew’s Church to join us for our Harvest 

Celebration 

Yangtze Class to Yenwor-

thy 

14th-18th October Year 5 residential to North Devon 

Limpopo Class to Yenwor-

thy 

21st-25th October Year 5 residential to North Devon 

Year 6 Parent Project Out-

come 

Opening 2pm 21st October Everest exhibition: KS2 building. Please 

come along to the exhibition opening at 

2pm or view later in the week 

Year 2 Parent Project Out-

come 

Tues 22nd October 2:30pm Families are invited to the classroom so 

that children can share their learning.da 

Term 1 Ends 25th October 3pm Break up 

INSET DAY Monday 4th November School closed for partnership training day 

Term 2 Starts Tuesday 5th November   

SESA Planning Meeting Weds 6th Nov 8pm – 9pm SESA meet at Café Ethos 

Parents Evening -  

EYFS,Y1, Y3, Y4, Y5,Y6 

Monday 11th November 

3.30pm - 7.00pm 

All years except Y2 

Parents Evening - Y2 only Tuesday 12th November 

3.30pm - 7.00pm 

Year 2 Only 

Parents Evening - All Years Wednesday 13th November 

3.30pm - 5.30pm 

All years 

Individual school photos Weds 13th November School photographer here to take photos of 

children 



Event Date and Time Details 

The Famous SESA Quiz 

Night 

Fri 15th November Quiz night with celebrity host.. 

Year 3 Parent Project Out-

come 

Weds 27th November 2pm Families are invited to a special ceremony 

in our school hall 

Y5/6 to Creation Theatre Weds 4th Dec morning Year 5 and 6 children to Northwall Arts 

Centre 

Year 4 Parent Project Out-

come 

Thurs 5th Dec 2:30pm Families are invited to an exhibition of chil-

dren’s learning in their classrooms 

Year 4 Parent Project Out-

come 

Fri 6th Dec 8:15am Families are invited to an exhibition of chil-

dren’s learning in their classrooms 

Year 5 Parent Project Out-

come 

Tues 10th Dec 2pm Families are invited to a Recipe Book 

Launch in our school hall 

Y4 to Christchurch 

Christingle 

Weds 11th Dec Year 4 to Christchurch Cathedral parents 

welcome. More details to follow. 

Reception vision screening Weds 11th Dec Eye checks for Reception—parent info to 

follow. 

Year 2 Christmas Play Weds 11th Dec 1:30pm Families and friends are invited to enjoy our 

Christmas play 

Year 2 Christmas Play Thurs 12th Dec 1:30pm Families and friends are invited to enjoy our 

Christmas play 

Christmas Carol Concert Thurs 19th December 

9:30am 

Years 3-6 will sing carols and tell the 

Christmas story in St. Matthew’s Church —

parents welcome. 

End of Term 2 Fri 19th December 1:15pm School closes for Christmas holidays. 

Please collect children at 1:15pm. 

SESA Planning Meeting Thurs 9th Jan  8pm – 9pm SESA meet at Café Ethos 

Children’s Movie Night Fri 17th Jan 6pm-8pm Children are invited to watch a movie in our 

school hall 

Children’s Disco Fri 14th Feb 5:30pm-6:30pm 

& 7pm – 8pm 

Children are invited to a disco. Year R-2  

followed by Year 3-6 

SESA Planning Meeting Mon 16th March  8pm – 

9pm 

SESA meet at Café Ethos 

Armchair Fundraiser Sun 29th March Details to follow 

SESA Planning Meeting Thurs 7th May  8pm – 9pm SESA meet at Café Ethos 

May Dance Fri 1:15pm-3pm Families and friends are invited to watch 

our fabulous May Dances on the school 

school 

Ebbesfest Sat 20th June 3pm-6pm Our annual summer festival 

SESA Planning Meeting Mon 6th July 8pm – 9pm SESA meet at Café Ethos 





Dear Parents and Carers, 

Our week started with a visit from Andy Egan who, along with colleagues, raised 

enough money to be able to donate a copy of ‘The Lost Words’ by Robert 

MacFarlane and Jackie Morris, to each school in Oxfordshire. This beautiful book 

aims to ensure that we maintain the use and understanding of vocabulary from 

the natural world, something which we are passionate about here at St. Ebbe’s. 

Here is a photo of Willow, Ob Class, receiving the book from Andy.  

If you are a parent in Years Reception, One or Two, you will have received a very important email this week about 

school meals. The government provides funding for Free School Meals for all infants, i.e. children in Early Years and 

Key Stage 1. The amount of funding that the government provides each school for this provision is determined by 

the number of children that have a Free School Meal on two “census” days each year. The first of this year’s two 

census days is on Thursday, October 3rd. The other census day will be in January. 

Like many other schools, St Ebbe’s has an extremely tight budget and we are constantly seeking new ways to in-

crease our income and reduce our costs so we can employ the best possible teaching and support staff to look after 

your children. 

We recognise that not every child likes the idea of school meals and that some parents prefer to provide their chil-

dren with a packed lunch.  However we have decided to provide a special census day menu on Thursday 3rd Octo-

ber and we would like to invite every child in Early Years and Key Stage 1 to take the opportunity to try a Free 

School Dinner. It is estimated that if every infant child in school had a Free School Meal on the two census days then 

we might generate enough additional funding to pay for a Teaching Assistant for a year. 

Option 1: Fish & Chips 

Option 2: Vegetarian Sausages 

Option 3: Cheese, Ham or Tuna Baguette 

 

We held our first SESA meeting this week and added lots of dates to the diary. We are hoping to generate a 

much larger committee this year of around 20 people—we currently have 6 and 3 are stepping down after 

years of commitment. Having a bigger committee will mean that not everyone needs to attend all six com-

mittee meetings and will spread the workload considerably for those involved. Our committee meetings are 

short (one hour max), efficient and fun. We will need people to fill the posts of Chair, Treasurer and Secre-

tary at the AGM, but rest assured I will work closely with everyone to ensure the role takes as little time as 

possible. SESA play a vital role in the quality of the education children at St. Ebbe’s receive, enabling them 

to have experiences such as Forest School, which we would not otherwise be able to do. Last year SESA 

also funded many of the new books needed for our project plans meaning that children have high-quality 

resources with which to learn. They are also a crucial part of our strategy for replacing laptop computers as 

well as much more. Please do catch me on the gate or email me if you’d like to know more information.  

Please note as well that our two INSET days are coming up on Friday 4th October and Monday 4th November. 

School will be closed on both of these days for training both in-house and across the Cherwell Partnership.  

Have a very lovely weekend. 

With warmest wishes,  

Tina Farr 


