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On Tuesday afternoon, Year 6 were lucky enough to hear 

from the great niece of one of the explorers we have 

been studying this term. Julie Summers, who is a histori-

an and author, presented information about Sandy Ir-

vine’s life to the children as they all sat captivated. She 

gave us a real insight into who Sandy was before his 

mountaineering days and then spent time discussing his 

final pursuit to the top of Everest.  

The children then had the chance to ask her questions 

about what they had heard and it was great to have an expert on the events of the 1924 

Everest attempt in our midst. The St Ebbe’s students showed their knowledge and under-

standing of the topic and even after hearing from Julie, the children are still undecided on 

what happened to George Mallory and Sandy Irvine during their final climb. Feel free to 

ask any of our Year 6s about this topic and see if you can decide what the answer is to the 

Everest mystery!  

After spending time learning about the circulatory system, Ob Class soon realised that their 

questions were far too tricky for Miss Payne to answer. Luckily, they were able to call on Dr 

Price, Harry’s dad, to come into class and help us understand some of the more intricate 

parts of the heart, lungs and blood.  

During the visit, Ob learnt about how heart transplants are possible, how valves work and 

which blood vessels they are found in, and about how the heart 

pumps automatically in all of us. They children were also given 

the opportunity to test their oxygen lev-

els with a small machine and check that 

they were all fighting fit.  



Year 3  

        Meet a Real Life       

 

As part of year 3’s ‘Superheroes’ topic,  the children 

have been learning about real-life superheroes.  

On Thursday, they met Lauren Bailey, an RSPCA             

inspector. She told the children what her job involves 

and why her work is so important. 

She explained what she enjoys most about her job 

and what inspired her to become an inspector. 

The children asked many thoughtful questions and 

were impressed by Lauren’s bravery and kindness to 

animals. 

They all agreed that she is a real-life superhero! 

The first meeting of our new Eco-Council occurred this week. Mr Sherry, who 

is facilitating the group, was overwhelmed with letters of application from 

children expressing their interest and enthusiasm. Watch this space for news 

of the work this 

group will under-

take to ensure St. 

Ebbe’s is a truly 

eco-friendly school. 

 



A group of  children from Years 3, 

4 and 6 participated in a  cross 

country competition on Tuesday at 

Oxford Spires Academy.  St. Ebbe’s 

is really proud of  all students that 

participated in the cross country running for whatever 

place they came in.  We are also very proud of  year 4’s 

Ursula who won an amazing 1st place and are happy to 

confirm that both our girl’s teams have made it through 

to the county finals in the Spring. 

Reported by Ma-Hias Ali and Abigail Turnbull 

(Sports Councillors) 



On occasion, I like to lend my camera to children to gain 

insight into playtime from their perspective..! Thanks 

this week to Anoushka, Aelwyn, Polly and Emily of Dan-

ube Class for this wonderful shoot! 



This week I had the pleasure of interviewing Stella Colonnese, who re-

cently performed in Joseph and the Technicolour Dreamcoat. 

Stella, how did you end up in the cast of this amazing show? 

I do Stagecoach and they offer you auditions. Thirty people were put 

forward. 

Tell me about the audition. 

We had to go to the music room at Cherwell, where we do Stagecoach. 

They taught us a verse of one of the songs and split us into four groups. 

We sang it altogether and then individually. 

How did that feel? 

It was really scary even though I knew everyone. Now I look back on it I 

could have been, ‘It’s ok if they don’t like my voice. Everyone likes differ-

ent voices.’  

Has it given you confidence for next time? 

Yes definitely. At the end of the term we have to audition to get a part in 

our end of term play.  

What happened next? 

A week later my mum got an email saying I got in.  I was so happy I was bouncing all over the place. 

How did that feel? 

It felt cool that I was going to be in a big show.  

Who or what inspired you? 

I’ve seen lots of big plays and I couldn’t believe I was going to be in one.  

What’s your favourite play? 

The other day I watched Mallory Towers at the Playhouse. It was so funny. 

Have you read the books? They were among my favourites as a child.  

I’ve read one. Maybe I’ll read some more now! 

I’ve also seen Matilda, School of Rock and Annie and I actually saw Joseph when I was younger. 

If someone wanted to join Stagecoach, what would they do? 

They would need to go to the website and find a link to a local club. A friend I knew took me to ‘Bring a Friend Day,’ which I 

did. I’ve always liked drama. Some people like drama but they don’t want to spend three hours doing it but the time just whiz-

zes by. I love it! 

What words of encouragement would you give to someone else? 

It’s ok to be nervous but just try to put those nerves into excitement and look at all the positives. If you don’t get in, there’s 

always another! 

 

Stella you are an inspiration. Thank you for taking time out of your busy schedule to come and be interviewed for the 

Weekly Ebbesentials! 



SESA stands for St. Ebbe’s School Association, and is our PTA. Our mission is to 
enrich our children’s experience of school; we run fun events through the year 
and raise funds to support school projects and provide extra resources that 
would not otherwise be possible. We have some dates for your diaries already: 
 

SESA’s AGM – Tuesday 15th October 2019 

SESA’s AGM will take place on Tuesday 15th October at 7:00pm at 
School.  Please do come and join us for a drink and some nibbles, followed by a 
short AGM.  We will be electing the new SESA committee for the coming year, 
as the current co-Chairs and treasurer will be standing down after two years in 
the role.  Being on the committee is a great way to get more involved with 
school; we are equally keen to here from anyone who would like to volunteer 
to help even on an occasional basis - there is absolutely no commitment re-
quired, just an interest in contributing to our school community and enriching 
our children’s (and our!) experience of school.  Regular SESA meetings are held 
once per term, with brief extra meetings where necessary to organise events. 
Dates of these meetings will be available shortly. 
 

Quiz Night - Friday 22nd November 2019 

Quiz Night, run by Andrew Billen with a celebrity host, will be on Friday 
22nd November.  There is space for twelve teams of ten people, so a sign-up 
sheet will go up soon for this (likely to be on the pole outside the office).   It is 
a fantastic night, not to be missed! 
 
We really need extra pairs of hands to help with the running of SESA. All of 
our events have precedent, therefore are easy to set up. We have several staff 
members coming along to committees this year and just need a few more par-
ents. Being on SESA is fun and a great way to meet other parents and get to 
know Tina and the school staff. Please speak to Tina if you would like more in-
formation.  
 

Best wishes, 
Ciara Shaw & Rachel Wilkins 

SESA Co-Chair 



Event Date & Time Details 

Year 1 Parent Project Out-

come 

Tuesday 15th October 

2:30pm 

Families are invited to the classroom so 

that children can share their learning. 

SESA AGM Tuesday 15th October 

7:30pm 

All welcome to join us at the SESA AGM 

here at school. Wine, cheese and biscuits 

provided! 

Harvest Festival 17th October 9:30am Families and friends are invited to St. Mat-

thew’s Church to join us for our Harvest 

Celebration 

Yangtze Class to Yenwor-

thy 

14th-18th October Year 5 residential to North Devon 

Limpopo Class to Yenwor-

thy 

21st-25th October Year 5 residential to North Devon 

Year 6 Parent Project Out-

come 

Opening 2pm 21st October Everest exhibition: KS2 building. Please 

come along to the exhibition opening at 

2pm or view later in the week 

Year 2 Parent Project Out-

come 

Tues 22nd October 2:30pm Families are invited to the classroom so 

that children can share their learning.da 

Term 1 Ends 25th October 3pm Break up 

INSET DAY Monday 4th November School closed for partnership training day 

at Kassam Stadium 

Term 2 Starts Tuesday 5th November   

SESA Planning Meeting Weds 6th Nov 8pm – 9pm SESA meet at Café Ethos 

Parents Evening -  

EYFS,Y1, Y3, Y4, Y5,Y6 

Monday 11th November 

3.30pm - 7.00pm 

All years except Y2 

Parents Evening - Y2 only Tuesday 12th November 

3.30pm - 7.00pm 

Year 2 Only 

Parents Evening - All Years Wednesday 13th November 

3.30pm - 5.30pm 

All years 

Individual school photos Weds 13th November School photographer here to take photos of 

children 



Event Date and Time Details 

The Famous SESA Quiz 

Night 

Fri 15th November Quiz night with celebrity host.. 

Year 3 Parent Project Out-

come 

Weds 27th November 2pm Families are invited to a special ceremony 

in our school hall 

Y5/6 to Creation Theatre Weds 4th Dec morning Year 5 and 6 children to Northwall Arts 

Centre 

Year 4 Parent Project Out-

come 

Thurs 5th Dec 2:30pm Families are invited to an exhibition of chil-

dren’s learning in their classrooms 

Year 4 Parent Project Out-

come 

Fri 6th Dec 8:15am Families are invited to an exhibition of chil-

dren’s learning in their classrooms 

Year 5 Parent Project Out-

come 

Tues 10th Dec 2pm Families are invited to a Recipe Book 

Launch in our school hall 

Y4 to Christchurch 

Christingle 

Weds 11th Dec Year 4 to Christchurch Cathedral parents 

welcome. More details to follow. 

Reception vision screening Weds 11th Dec Eye checks for Reception—parent info to 

follow. 

Year 2 Christmas Play Weds 11th Dec 1:30pm Families and friends are invited to enjoy our 

Christmas play 

Year 2 Christmas Play Thurs 12th Dec 1:30pm Families and friends are invited to enjoy our 

Christmas play 

Christmas Carol Concert Thurs 19th December 

9:30am 

Years 3-6 will sing carols and tell the 

Christmas story in St. Matthew’s Church —

parents welcome. 

End of Term 2 Fri 19th December 1:15pm School closes for Christmas holidays. 

Please collect children at 1:15pm. 

SESA Planning Meeting Thurs 9th Jan  8pm – 9pm SESA meet at Café Ethos 

Children’s Movie Night Fri 17th Jan 6pm-8pm Children are invited to watch a movie in our 

school hall 

Children’s Disco Fri 14th Feb 5:30pm-6:30pm 

& 7pm – 8pm 

Children are invited to a disco. Year R-2  

followed by Year 3-6 

SESA Planning Meeting Mon 16th March  8pm – 

9pm 

SESA meet at Café Ethos 

Armchair Fundraiser Sun 29th March Details to follow 

SESA Planning Meeting Thurs 7th May  8pm – 9pm SESA meet at Café Ethos 

May Dance Fri 1:15pm-3pm Families and friends are invited to watch 

our fabulous May Dances on the school 

school 

Ebbesfest Sat 20th June 3pm-6pm Our annual summer festival 

SESA Planning Meeting Mon 6th July 8pm – 9pm SESA meet at Café Ethos 





To Hannah and Tom who left us this week to 

move to Newcastle. We wish you and your 

family all the very best.  



Dear Parents and Carers, 

What a great couple of weeks we’ve had here at St. Ebbe’s. I am delighted that we now have a fully-

functioning Eco-Council, led by Mr Sherry. The children were excited to have their first planning meeting 

this week and will be deciding exactly where to target their energy. They are keen to keep our community 

updated so do keep an eye on the newsletter for news of their work.  

 

Our INSET day went very well last Friday, giving us much-needed time for reflection and staff develop-

ment through appraisal. Please note that our next INSET day is just around the corner on 4th November 

where we will all be heading to the Kassam Training for a Cherwell Schools Partnership training day.  

 

Thanks to one of our Governors, Professor Hugh Starkey, we have been successful in a bid to the Associ-

ation for Primary Education (ASPE), who have awarded us £2000 towards curriculum development. The 

association are very interested in the approach we are taking and have agreed to fund time with Dr. Debra 

Kidd to further train staff in using narrative enquiry to engage children in their learning as well as to re-

lease staff to evaluate the impact of our work. As parents, you will be an important part of this work in 

helping us to evaluate our project outcomes, so we will be asking you for feedback on the day! ASPE will 

feature our work on their website, in publications and at a conference where we will present our findings. 

Watch this space for updates. Thank you Hugh for initiating this exciting work.  

 

If anyone has in the back of their mind that they might like to run the London Marathon next year and are 

looking for a charity to run for, we have had a request from NHS Oxfordshire’s I.M.P.S. (Injury Minimisa-

tion Programme for Schools) for parents to run for them. Most Oxfordshire Year 6 children take part in this 

programme every year and it is an important part of our programme for helping children to stay safe. If 

you are interested do contact them on imps@ouh.nhs.uk Tel:01865 743476. 

Mrs Robson is on a quest of half term to plant daffodils along our new fence. If you have any spare bulbs 

at home, please do send them in for her! 

 

Another thank you to Joyce Francois, school Governor, who joined Pete Wilkinson (St. Ebbe’s Church 

and governor) for assembly this week. Joyce spoke to the children about Martin Luther King as an exam-

ple of someone who fought for justice and equality without resorting to violence. She shared parts of his 

inspiring speeches as well as sharing a song from the time, ‘Lift Every Voice and Sing’.  

 

Finally may I congratulate Steve Whitla (father to Zoe and Emily) who became 

Chair of Governors last week. Steve has taken over from Janet Rayment who will 

remain on our GB. Thank you to Janet for your time and service to our school and 

to Steve to stepping into your shoes. You will realise from my letter this week, just 

how much our governors bring and that we couldn’t do without them. 

Have a peaceful weekend, 

With warmest wishes,  

Tina Farr 
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