The Weekly Ebbesentials
17th January 2020

Children from our Eco Council met early on Wednesday morning this week for
a photoshoot launching a competition by Oxford City Council. The competition
asks children across Oxford City to design a banner for their school gate warning drivers against the very real threat of air pollution in our city. For us at St.
Ebbe’s with our congested morning and afternoon traffic, the message is clear:
this is about children’s safety—both in terms of the air that they breathe and
being able to safely walk or cycle to school. The children were interviewed for
around 40 minutes following the photo shoot, during which they talked eloquently about the risks of air pollution, stunning the interviewer with their
knowledge as well as their very practical suggestions for combating this issue.
A theme of the children’s points made was that we can all make small changes
to our lifestyles to overall make a huge difference. I am so proud of our Eco
Council—well done everyone!

These lovely photos are of our Year 6 Forest School group. This week, Mrs Harlow set them the challenge of constructing a shelter to withstand wind and rain
from the oncoming storm Brendan. She was very proud of the resilience they
showed as well as the teamwork and expertise they have built over their years
attending Forest School. Children at St. Ebbe’s experience Forest School every
other week in Reception and then 7 weeks each school year thanks to our brilliant leaders and top-up funding from SESA.

Young Art Oxford is back!

The theme of this year's competition theme is 2020: Vision. This can be interpreted in a
number of ways so be as creative as possible! Some suggested ideas include:
Seeing the world through your eyes in the year 2020
Issues that affect you or the world in general
How other people see the world
Animals and their vision
Machines and inventions to do with vision
Loss of vision - metaphorically and physically
Dreams and visions - personal ones, historical or religious

Artwork can be up to A3 in size and can include a short explanation of their creation on
the back. All images also need to be clearly labelled with the child’s full name, school year
and school on the back for artwork to be returned.
If you would like to enter, please collect a parental consent form from Miss Smallman.
Each entry costs £2, with all money being donated to Cancer Research UK. Please give the
entry cost and consent form in with your artwork.
All artwork is due to Miss Smallman (Liffey Class) by Friday 14th February, and do feel
free to come and speak to Miss Smallman if you have any questions at all.

We will be hosting a Holiday Tech Club
in the February half term. Parents / carers who book before the 24th January
2020 will receive 10% off their booking
by using the code "EARLYBIRD".
Click below to book.
https://nextthing.education/product/stebbes-primary-school-february-half-termcamp/

Dates for your diary
Kids disco night – Friday 28th Feb (previously advertised as 14th Feb – moved to avoid half-term)
Ceilidh night – Friday 13th March (this date is now confirmed)
Volunteers needed
Class Reps - We still need a SESA class rep for each class to help pass on SESA information and requests to
parents in your class, encouraging others to help with the events (selling tickets, helping at events and
sourcing raffle prizes). Please let us know if you’d like to be a class rep.
Movie night helpers – contact us if you’d like to help with arrangements or on the night
SESA Secretary – would you like to take notes and record actions from our meeting? Come along to the next
meeting on 9th Jan if you can…
Email us at sesastebbes@gmail.com
Raise money for SESA whilst doing your shopping
A simple way to raise money for St. Ebbe’s is to use Easyfundraising or Amazon Smile when you’re doing your
shopping. Just pick St Ebbe’s School Association as the charity you want to support and the retailer will make a donation. It doesn’t cost
you a penny. Check out these videos to tell you how (thanks to Sam Jones, Orli’s Dad (Garry class) for creating
these).

Easyfundraising https://vimeo.com/367265011
Amazon Smile https://vimeo.com/371972748?ref=em-share

Year 2 Snack Stall

Fri 31st Jan 3pm

Year 5 Oxfordshire Museum at

Tuesday 4th February

Year 2 parents please bring in snacks
to sell after school to raise money for
classroom resources
All of Year 5

EYFS Natural History Museum

Thursday 27th February

EYFS investigating dinosaur relics

Children’s Disco
Year 6 Woodlands Trip

Fri 28th Feb 5:30pm6:30pm & 7pm – 8pm
Monday 2nd March –

Children are invited to a disco. Year R2 followed by Year 3-6
All of Year 6

Year 5 Snack Stall

Friday 6th March 3pm

Year 3 Learning Exhibition

12th March from 1:30pm

Year 5 parents please bring in snacks
to sell after school to raise money for
classroom resources
A guided tour of a ‘Lascaux style’ reconstruction of a cave featuring Stone
Age art

What do humans need to survive?
SESA Planning Meeting

Mon 16th March 8pm –
9pm

SESA meet at Café Ethos

Friday 20th March
2.15pm

Launch of Charity to help those in flood
prone areas – school hall for families

Tues 24th March 2pm

Victorian Careers Fair - school hall for
families and friends

Friday 27th March 2pm

Showreel Premiere – school hall for
families and friends

Year R Snack Stall

Friday 27th March 3pm

Armchair Fundraiser

Sunday 29th March

Year R parents please bring in snacks
to sell after school to raise money for
classroom resources
Details to follow

Year 1 Learning Exhibition

Tuesday 31st March
2:15pm

Hear children tell stories and learn all
about dragons for families and friends

Thursday 2nd April

Please join us at St. Matthew’s Church

Tuesday 2nd April 1:30m

A presentation about fire safety including dance and storytelling for families
and friends

Year 6 Snack Stall

Friday 24th April 3pm

International Evening TBC

Thurs 7th May 8pm –

Year 6 parents please bring in snacks
to sell after school to raise money for
classroom resources
TBC

Year 1 Snack Stall

Friday 15th May 3pm

May Dance

Friday 22nd May1:15pm3pm

Ebbesfest

Sat 20th June 3pm-6pm

Year 4 Charity Launch
Can we future proof our planet?
Year 5 Learning Exhibition
Why do children need rights?
Year 6 Learning Exhibition
What does the earth leave to tell

How do stories shape what we
think?
Easter Service
Year 2 Learning Exhibition
Is fire the most important discov-

Year 1 parents please bring in snacks
to sell after school to raise money for
classroom resources
Families and friends are invited to
watch our fabulous May Dances on the
school school
Our annual summer festival

Dear Parents and Carers,

Term 3 is in full swing as we approach the end of our second week. I completed the last of our tours for parents aiming to send their children to school in September; our visitors continued to be impressed by the curriculum opportunities on offer here at St. Ebbe’s which are improving by the minute!
Movie Night is TONIGHT! Toy Story 4 is the film and SESA are at the ready to serve drinks and snacks to attendees
of all ages. Please remember that children must be accompanied by an adult and cannot be left unattended.
I was so proud of our Eco Council this week, not only for turning up to school early for a photo shoot but for their ability and willingness to talk so passionately about their environmental concerns and, most importantly, what can be
done about them. They are very worried about the amount of traffic outside our school in the mornings and evenings
and urge parents to walk, cycle or park away from school where possible. This will not only help to keep the air that
they breathe clean but also mean that cycling and walking to school are safer.
This week I started a new lunchtime club with volunteers from Year 6 who are helping me to continue to improve the
way that we plan assemblies. Children were frank in their feedback as ever, informing me that they like the stories
we choose and the music we play but that they would like children involved more often and a greater range of approaches used to add a ‘bit more variety’. They are going to carry out a baseline survey of children’s views across
the school so that they can evaluate the impact of their work and, in time, will be able to share this with Governors.
More dates have been added to our dates list including all of the parent and carer invites to end of project Learning
Exhibitions. We try to publish dates as early as possible so that you can arrange time off work. These exhibitions are
an important part of our curriculum, comprising the children’s thoughts about their big Inquiry Questions as well as
work they have completed, performances, stories, film launches and much more. They are a great opportunity for
you to understand how we are enacting our vision for education and to discuss with your children their learning over
the term. Please check the website calendar as well as the dates list published here for details.
The lovely Miss Conde is leaving today after three amazing years at St. Ebbe’s. Thank you Miss Conde for being a
brilliant member of our team, we are going to miss your energy, hard work and your smile. Mabel Pritchard School
are very lucky to have you. I will end this week by sharing the words the children came up with to describe her.
Warm wishes, Tina Farr

M is for Magnificent smile
I is for Incredibly hard-working
S is for Salsa sensation
S is for She loves everyone
C is for Caring
O is for Outrageously cool
N is for Naturally warm hugs
D is for Determined
E is for Energetic

