The Weekly Ebbesentials
7th February 2020

On Monday this week, Year 5 had a brilliant day at the Oxfordshire Museum in Woodstock learning all about the jobs that were carried out by Victorian children. Enhancing
their learning under the Inquiry Question: Why do children need rights?, they learnt how to
wash and clean, spit and polish and create rag rugs as part their 'interview process' to become scullery maids and hall boys for a Victorian Lord. They had to learn
the rules of the house very quickly or risk being sacked, sure in the
knowledge that the workhouse would be their only option if they were not
hardworking, obedient servants. Find out more at their Learning Exhibition on 24th March where you can experience a Victorian Careers
Fair...All welcome!

Alfie and Finley
Today I am interviewing Alfie and Finley of Danube Class who,
this week, were responsible for creating the winning design
for a logo competition in Year 4.
Welcome Alfie and Finley, tell me about thecompetition.
We had to design a logo for our charity. We are raising money for
people who are in danger of being flooded.
Where is a flooding a problem?
In Bangladesh. The land is so flat that floods can take over when the rivers go higher and spawn a flood.
Spawn is an interesting word. What does it mean?
It means when something appears. It’s from Minecraft.
Where else does it flood?
Around St. Ebbe’s. Abingdon Road where I used to live floods sometimes. Most of the people I know live on a road
which gets big puddles up to our shins.
What can you do to help?
We can raise more money to get builders to build special houses which are higher up to stop them getting flooded.
How will you raise the money?
You could click on a button. We might be selling things. Basically wristbands. The people who buy the wristbands
will make money. We spend it so a lower percentage of Bangladesh
is flooded.
How much will they be? Will I be able to buy one?
About £2 and yes you will.
How many will you try and sell?
Probably 60-200.
Will your logo be on the wristbands?
Yes!!!!!
How does that feel?
Heart-warming and cool!
Are the wristbands environmentally friendly?
They should be. I hope they will be 100% recyclable.
Did you expect to win?
Finley: At first I thought we weren’t going to win it. My eyes blew up in an explosion when you said we’d won.
Alfie: At first I didn’t know either but when you came in, I saw you’d put the poster at the top of the pile!

Please do come to the Year 4 Charity Launch Learning Exhibition on 20th March at 2:15pm.

Whilst I very much enjoy leading assembly, it was good to have a break this week with an EcoCouncil takeover. Our very passionate group of children spoke eloquently about some of the issues we face and the small changes that we can put in place to make a difference. They asked
the children to take part in Oxford City Council banner competition by designing a banner pleading with drivers not to leave their cars idling or to park further away from our school and walk the
final few metres, making it safer for children. They thought about how to keep their audience engaged by communicating some of their ideas through home-made remote-controlled characters,
made of recycled materials, which worked a treat. They have also been responsible for prompting me to purchase new bins for each classroom with Sameer working with Diana, in the office,
designing clear labels so that we know what can be recycled and what can’t. Great work EcoWarriors; I learnt lots about how to help the environment as well as how to keep a crowd engaged!

Get ready for Times Table Rock Stars! We have just invested in an online maths
program to support the learning and retention of Times Table facts at school and at
home. Times Table facts are such a vital tool for children to understand the relationship between numbers and build on in future learning.
We are launching Rock Stars with our Key Stage 2 children in the coming week
and by next Friday they will all have a personal log in and password to use at home
as well as at school. The program can be used on PCs, tablets and smart phones –
https://ttrockstars.com/
Children can practice independently in a choice of 3 single-player quick games and
then compete with friends from school or children around the world in multiplayer
games. We hope children will get the opportunity for 3 or 4, 10-15 minute sessions
a week at home…but they are welcome to play more!! Please ask your children to
show you and rock on!!!

SESA are excited about two events that are taking place after half-term.
Firstly 'Super Disco' for the kids on Friday 28th February and also the
first ever SESA Ceilidh (over 18's only) on Friday 13th March. Tickets for
both events will be on sale on the school gates next week (pick up only) and the week after half-term. We do have a maximum capacity for
the ceilidh so make sure you buy your tickets before they sell out.

Due to the very high level of trespassing on the
tracks by young people in our local area, Network Rail in partnership with Learn Live are working
to help raise awareness to students across the UK
educating them about the dangers of the train tracks
through interactive digital delivery.
Network rail asks you to share the relevant safety

video with your community to show in class before the Easter holidays, as this is when Network Rail consistently sees a spike in trespassing.
Please click on the link below to view the relevant safety video:
Primary school version: Age 7- 11

https://learnliveuk.com/network-rail-primary-school-safety-talk/

Young Art Oxford is back!

The theme of this year's competition theme is 2020: Vision. This can be interpreted in a number of ways so
be as creative as possible! Some suggested ideas include:
Seeing the world through your eyes in the year 2020
Issues that affect you or the world in general
How other people see the world
Animals and their vision
Machines and inventions to do with vision
Loss of vision - metaphorically and physically
Dreams and visions - personal ones, historical or religious
Artwork can be up to A3 in size and can include a short explanation of their creation on the
back. All images also need to be clearly labelled with the child’s full name, school year and
school on the back for artwork to be returned.
If you would like to enter, please collect a parental consent form from Miss Smallman. Each
entry costs £2, with all money being donated to Cancer Research UK. Please give the entry
cost and consent form in with your artwork.

Year 6 Woodlands Meeting for
parents

Wednesday 12th February

Meeting to discuss details and answer questions

Year 2 Science Oxford visit to
school

Monday 24th February

Interactive hands on fun with science.

HALF TERM

17TH – 24TH February

EYFS Natural History Museum
Oxford

Thursday 27th February

EYFS investigating dinosaur relics

KRABB-E Year 6

Friday 28th February

Robot control and programming workshop.

Children’s Disco

Fri 28th Feb 5:30pm-6:30pm &
7pm – 8pm

Children are invited to a disco. Year R-2 followed by
Year 3-6

Year 6 Woodlands Trip

Monday 2nd March – Friday 6th
March

All of Year 6

WORLD BOOK DAY

Thursday 5th March

Celebrate world book day by dressing up as a character from your favourite book.

Year 5 Snack Stall

Friday 6th March 3pm

Year 5 parents please bring in snacks to sell after
school to raise money for classroom resources

Year 3 Learning Exhibition

12th March from 1:30pm

What do humans need to survive?
SPORT RELIEF

A guided tour of a ‘Lascaux style’ reconstruction of a
cave featuring Stone Age art

13Th March

A day full of sporting fun!

Ceilidh Night

13th March

A Celtic night full of dancing, fun , food and drink!
Time TBC

SESA Planning Meeting

Mon 16th March 8pm – 9pm

SESA meet at Café Ethos

Year 4 Charity Launch

Friday 20th March 2.15pm

Can we future proof our planet?
Year 5 Learning Exhibition

Launch of Charity to help those in flood prone areas
– school hall for families and friends

Tues 24th March 2pm

Victorian Careers Fair - school hall for families and
friends

Year 6 Learning Exhibition

Friday 27th March 2pm

What does the earth leave to tell
us the story of humankind?
Year R Snack Stall

Showreel Premiere – school hall for families and
friends

Friday 27th March 3pm

Year R parents please bring in snacks to sell after
school to raise money for classroom resources

Armchair Fundraiser

Sunday 29th March

Details to follow

Year 1 Learning Exhibition

Tuesday 31st March 2:15pm

How do stories shape what we
think?
Easter Service

Hear children tell stories and learn all about dragons
for families and friends

Thursday 2nd April 9:30am

Please join us at St. Matthew’s Church

Year 2 Learning Exhibition

Tuesday 2nd April 1:30m

Is fire the most important discovery humankind ever made?
EASTER HOLIDAYS

A presentation about fire safety including dance and
storytelling for families and friends

3rd April- 20th April

School Breaks up at 1:15

Why do children need rights?

Term Starts

Monday 20th April

Year 6 Snack Stall

Friday 24th April 3pm

Year 6 parents please bring in snacks to sell after
school to raise money for classroom resources

International Evening TBC

Thurs 7th May 8pm – 9pm

TBC

Bank Holiday/ VE Day

Friday 8th May

School Closed

KS2 SATS WEEK

11th-15th May

Year 1 Snack Stall

Friday 15th May 3pm

Year 1 parents please bring in snacks to sell after
school to raise money for classroom resources

May Dance

Friday 22nd May1:15pm-3pm

Families and friends are invited to watch our fabulous
May Dances on the school. End of School term 5

HALF TERM

25TH-29TH MAY

Term 6 starts back on 1st June

Class group photo’s

2nd June

YR 4 Hill End Trip

18th-20th June

Year 4 Residential trip to Hill End

Ebbesfest

Sat 20th June 3pm-6pm

Our annual summer festival

INSET DAY

3rd July 2020

Inset Day. School closed for staff training

SESA Planning Meeting

Mon 6th July 8pm – 9pm

SESA meet at Café Ethos

End of Term- Summer Holidays.

21st July

Break up at 1:15

Dear Parents and Carers,

We have continued having lots of fun out on the playground playing games with the children. We are gradually
increasing our repertoire of clapping and skipping games and, this week, have been sketching out temporary
hopscotch grids with chalk and learning how to play marbles. We have emerging experts in Cat’s Cradle who
have now far surpassed my rudimentary skills by teaching themselves new tricks on the internet and a small,
but keen, group of Rubix cube solvers! We have also had an arrival of new hoops, quoits, chalk, balls and skipping ropes. Please keep the momentum going at home as the more children can teach each other, the more
successful this strategy will be. Our aim is to make sure children always have lots to do and so reduce incidents of boredom or falling out!
World Book Day is coming up on Thursday 5th March. We traditionally dress up as book characters on this
day. This is of course optional and children can just wear a favourite outfit if they prefer. Please visit the World
Book Day website www.worldbookday.com for ideas but don’t feel under pressure to do anything complicated
or spend lots of money. Our staff can provide excellent and simple inspiration so do speak to them as well. I
had my outfit all planned before realising it clashes with the Oxfordshire Headteachers’ Conference…!
Our Early Years team have been working with a company to redesign their outdoor area. The cost of the renovation will be around £30,000 for which we are obviously going to need to seek funding. If you have experience
of making funding applications and can spare some time to help, please do contact us so that we can
make it as effective as possible. I am also at the stage where I would love to rebrand our school, starting with a new logo and colour-scheme...If you work in design or similar areas, again please contact
us!
We have been having quite a few cases of head lice across the school. Please, please check and treat
your child’s hair for lice as they spread rapidly Treatment can be as simple as a weekly comb-through
with conditioner and a nit comb to remove eggs.
I have just completed my four-weekly attendance analysis and am pleased to say that we have seen a significant improvement during this last period. Attendance over the last four weeks has been 95.7%. The four weeks
prior to Christmas saw attendance of just 92.6%, well below our target of 96%! If there is ever anything you
think we can do to help, please contact your child’s teacher.
Our office team are working very hard to keep on top of our burgeoning dates list so that it matches the school
calendar on our website. If you spot any omissions or errors, please let us know via the office email—much
appreciated.
Finally, the end of next week brings our half term break. We will finish at the usual time of 3pm on Friday and
return on Monday 24th February.

Have a lovely weekend.
Warm wishes,
Tina Farr

