
 

Temporary Distance Learning Policy 
(active March 2020 until further notice) 

 
Context 
 
Our first priority will always be to ensure children’s safety and wellbeing. Staff, children and their families are 
likely to experience understandable anxiety during this uncertain period, which may affect their ability to learn 
and focus. In these unprecedented times, parents and carers have been thrust into a world of home-schooling, 
which may cause anxiety and pressure in itself, while simultaneously making the change to working their own jobs 
from home. It is a very large ask to expect all parents and carers to become home-educators with no training or 
preparation time – this is not something we expect to happen overnight. We also recognise that each family has 
different circumstances and will need to respond in a way which is right for them. This policy has been written in 
response to feedback from staff and families since the closure of schools.  
 
Policy 

Teachers will: 

 Focus on consolidating existing learning rather than teaching new material 

 Avoid trying to replicate a school day at home 

 Send an email each evening containing suggested tasks for the next day  

 Stay in contact with families via class emails (name.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk) to provide planning, 

encouragement and support 

 Make every effort to maintain contact with families and report to SLT if contact ceases 

 Send a maximum of  60-90 minutes worth of learning per day 

 Set learning tasks which are short and succinct so that parents/carers can most easily facilitate them at 

home and children, where possible, can work independently 

 Avoid including too many online links, which may contribute to increased screen time 

 Adjust ideas and approaches as we progress, making changes as and when agreed with the leadership 

team 

Parents/Carers will be requested to: 

 Stay in contact with teachers via class emails (name.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk) to ask questions, send 

feedback and examples of learning 

 Prioritise daily reading over all other tasks1 

Parents/Carers will be asked to consider: 

 Incorporating as much fresh air into the daily routine as possible 

 Incorporating time for play and developing children’s own interests 

 Encouraging their children to research something that is of interest to them and show their learning with 

a creative project 

 Punctuating planning with other learning opportunities that they may be able to provide based on they 

own passions, skills and resources where possible 

 Not putting children under unnecessary pressure or stress2 

 Recognising that maintaining curiosity is essential3 in children’s development as learners 

 Trying not to worry if their child tells them they are bored4  

 Putting in place clear limits on screen time5 

                                                             
1 Literacy Trust – Annual Literacy Survey 
2 Neuroscience – Stress and Learning - Edutopia 
3 Schools are killing curiosity -  The Guardian 
4 How kids can benefit from boredom 
5 UK Safer Internet Centre - Screentime 
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https://literacytrust.org.uk/research-services/research-reports/children-and-young-peoples-reading-201718/?gclid=EAIaIQobChMIheK2q_TB6AIVmLPtCh1qAglFEAAYASAAEgJKUvD_BwE
https://www.edutopia.org/blog/neuroscience-behind-stress-and-learning-judy-willis
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2020/jan/28/schools-killing-curiosity-learn
https://www.uea.ac.uk/research/blogs-and-comment/how-kids-can-benefit-from-boredom
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/blog/new-guidance-parents-and-carers-looking-screen-time

