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At School 

It was pleasure to see the 

excitement on children’s faces as 

some of them returned to school 

this week. Whilst it is sad that not 

all children are able to return at the 

moment, we have been very pleased 

to see the happy faces of those who 

can. Teachers were greeted with 

shouts of excitement and one with 

the comment, ‘You haven’t grown 

much,’ which made us all laugh! 

 

The children have adapted well to 

being in their class ‘bubbles’ and 

have been very good about queuing 

up to have their temperature taken 

in the morning, washing their 

hands and understanding that our 

play area is currently split into 

seven separate zones. I would like 

to take this opportunity to thank 

Phil Doubtfire for the many extra 

hours worked in pursuit of the safe 

opening of our school. From the 

feedback this week, it feels as 

though we have a sustainable plan 

with clear guidelines for staff, 

children and families to adhere to. 

 

Thank you for dropping off and 

collecting children at the allocated 

times, this has really helped to 

avoid congestion at these peak 

times.  

Our ‘bubble changeover’ day also 

went well with toys sanitised, a 

special spray applied to chairs and 

tables and books ‘quarantined’ so 

that everything was ready to go for 

the arrival of bubble B. 

As ever, I am very proud of our 

staff, many of whom have their own 

challenging circumstances to deal 

with, in their willingness and 

determination to make this work. 

Next week we will welcome Bubble 

A Monday and Tuesday and Bubble 

B Wednesnesday, Thursday and 

Friday. 

Your feedback and questions have 

been an essential part of the success 

of this first week under the new 

arrangements. If you have any 

questions or suggestions, now is 

more important than ever that you 

communicate these to us.  

Here are a few photos to give you a 

flavour of what school is like at the 

moment. 

Ob Class bubbles have been leaving 

each other messages  

 

Socially-distanced yoga
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At Home 
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Virtual Big Dance! 

THANK YOU for taking part in the       

Big Dance! This was my undisputed      

highlight of ‘Lockdown’. It was so      

incredible to see all those little      

moving images of children, families,     

staff and our governors on Zoom!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

St. Ebbe’s Covid Snake 

Please keep adding to our Covid 

Snake. We now have around 40 

pebbles. It would be great to keep 

this going. 
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Blue Tits 

Miss Jackson went into school over      

half term to check the bird box. Six        

of the chicks fledged but very sadly,       

2 of them were not big and strong        

enough to take this next step.      

Whilst this is very sad, it is what        

often happens. 

 

When the chicks fledged, their     

parents would have waited outside     

the nest box and called to them.       

They would then have flown from      

the box to a nearby branch. 

The mum and dad will spend a few        

weeks teaching them how to find      

food and avoid predators. The     

chicks will then go it alone! 

The birds are likely to stay living       

close to our school so we will       

continue to put food out for them.       

Making sure that there is food      

around for them now will make      

their start in life much easier! 

Keep an eye out for our blue tits! 

A special mention to Harry Price      

who has always kept an eye on the        

bird box and is leaving St Ebbe’s       

this year. If we do manage to spot        

one of the male chicks, we will call        

him Harry! 

Mental Health in   

Schools 

This team produces a lovely     

newsletter which has some great     

ideas for home activities as well as       

advice for talking to children about      

Corona Virus. 

 

Internet Safety 

Whilst we have all learnt new skills       

about virtual working and learning,     

I am sure you will all appreciate any        

advice out there for keeping safe      

online. The NCA CEOP website     

www.thinkuknow.co.uk – this   

contains links to advice for children      

at different age groups,    

parents/carers and professionals   

including teachers. Do have a look      

at their up to date guidance and       

insight to stay one step ahead of       

this rapidly moving area. 

 

 

 

Staff Recruitment 

At the end of this year, we will be 

saying goodbye to Miss Smallman 

and Miss Woodward. Miss 

Smallman is going to be moving to 

her home county of Kent and has 

found a lovely school in which she 

will be teaching Year 2. Miss 

Woodward has been at St. Ebbe’s 

since she was 18 in one capacity of 

another and it’s the right time for 

her to broaden her horizons and 

experience a different setting. She 

will be teaching at Marsh Baldon 

Primary School from September. 

We will undoubtedly miss these two 

wonderful teachers but know that 

change must happen and people 

need to move on to new and 

exciting adventures. Yesterday we 

held a very successful recruitment 

day on Zoom and I am pleased to 

announce that we have appointed 

local graduate, Ben Hagan who will 

be joining us in September. Ben is 

passionate about our curriculum 

approach and can’t wait to get 

started.  I would like to thank the 

children who also got involved with 

the interviews - your input was 

much appreciated. We are currently 

planning transition arrangements 

for children to be able to meet their 

new teachers and classmates for 

September and will let you know 

how we intend to do this soon!  

Please keep sending us photos! 

Take care, Tina Farr and the St.       

Ebbe’s Team 

 

https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/MHST-Primary-Newsletter-5-1.pdf
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

