
The Weekly Ebbesentials 
12th June 2020 

At School 

Whilst still quiet, school is starting      

to feel a lot more familiar now that        

we have more children back. We      

have been so impressed with the      

ease with which children have     

returned and settled into some new      

routines. Hearing the laughter    

coming from Year R and 1 through       

our office window has been just      

lovely this week.  

Noah and Robin built a temporary      

rope swing which they then     

removed, ready for the next     

‘bubble’, in line with our current      

hygiene regulations. 

 

 

 

Distanced group work! 

 

Early Years have been studying     

‘Stick Man’ by Julia Donaldson 
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Our youngest Key Worker ‘bubble’ 

wrote this story for me based on 

‘Giraffes Can’t Dance’ by Giles 

Andrae.  

 

At Home 

We have some poetry this week 

Emily’s poem was inspired by her 

class’ work on ‘The Dark’ by 

Lemony Snicket. 

 

 

A Poem to 'the Dark' 

 

If only you could see like me 

The wonders of the day, 

To fell the sun as I do 

and enjoy the games we play. 
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To smell the flowers in spring time 

and hear the birds that sing 

awaking our senses to every 

living thing. 

By Emily of Danube Class 

The Sunset  

The sunset threw big celebrations in 

the sky, 

Which made the clouds look like 

cotton candy. 

The sunset spread its love with 

oranges, reds and yellows, 

As the celebration comes to an end, 

The sunset hides away leaving us a 

tint of beautiful colours.  

By Teiarra of Danube Class 

Operatic Opportunity 

The Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra 

are releasing a new education video 

series called ‘OP at Home’, which is 

aimed at children aged 7-11. 

 

They will be releasing two videos 

per week for six weeks in the run up 

to the end of term, focusing on a 

different member of the Orchestra 

every time.  

You can watch the first episode 

here. 

 

Reopening Update 

You will have received my emails      

this week about enacting the next      

stage of our plan to welcome more       

children back. I am sorry that we       

have had to reduce our offer slightly       

for Years R, 1 and 6 but this is the          

only way we can maintain the      

integrity of our risk assessment and      

resulting infection control   

guidance. Thank you for your     

response to our survey - this has       

really helped us to plan our      

bubbles, staffing and rotation of use      

of outdoor space. We are very lucky       

at St. Ebbe’s that we have enough       

space to be able to put in place a         

workable rota. I must credit Clare      

Whyles at this point for her      

outstanding problem-solving in this    

area! 

Mr Godby and Haro class, weather      

permitting, have been working on     

creating some more colourful    

distancing markers in the form of      

hearts. We are planning to extend      

these along the outside pavements     

as well to help with the increased       

volume of families arriving at     

school. 

 

Support 

Remember that our teachers are on      

the end of email if you need support        

or advice and Clare Whyles and I       

can be contacted at 

leader.team@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

A final message from me  

I will leave you this week with some 

reflections from a training session 

which Clare Whyles and I 

participated in today. The session 

centred around the fundamental 

importance of human 

connectedness and how we can 

model and teach this to children. 

We reflected on the importance of 

self-care, making sure that we all 

create time to nurture ourselves so 

that we can be at our best for 

others. Children attune to our 

behaviours, so how we regulate our 

own stress and emotions matters. 

In short I am saying, you should 

never feel guilty about taking some 

time for yourselves. 

On that note... 

Take care, 

Tina Farr and the St. Ebbe’s      

Team 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLk2-WW7gzMtKOcApZ3IW_OuOZ9TSq6nzM

