
The Weekly Ebbesentials    
                                                    22nd July 2020 

Goodbye Year 6  

It is always with mixed feelings that we say goodbye to our 

lovely Year 6 children, whether they have been with us for 

8 years or just a few months. Despite missing out on sever-

al of the traditional Year 6 experiences, such as starring in 

the school play or SATs (!), the children approached their 

last days of primary school with resilience and joy. With 

some creative thinking and planning by our team, we were 

able to host a day of socially-distanced celebrations with 

included a ceremony where the children received a book and certificate, a quiz, a BBQ and a sur-

prise visit from the local ice-cream van. It’s safe to say it was a day to remember! Thank you to all 

of you for being lovely role-models, showing kindness and patience on the playground, running 



More Goodbyes 



SESA News 

Together we've raised £5,200! 
 
SESA are excited to let you know that through the Armchair Fundraiser and the school rainbow post-

cards, together we've raised over £5,200. This is a huge amount of money and we're so grateful to every-

one who has donated and bought the postcards. Thank you from all of us at St Ebbe's. 

 

The local fundraiser link is still open Armchair Fundraiser 2020 | Localgiving if you 

still wanted to still donate and there are plenty of postcards left (they're £5 for a pack of 10) so message 

Ellen Stevens on 07970 952381 if you'd like some. 

 

SESA will be having a committee meeting early September to discuss plans for the next school year, 

they're looking for new people to join and help them so please contact Ellen if you'd be interested in sup-

porting the work they do. 

https://localgiving.org/appeal/sesa_armchair/




Dear Parents and Carers, 

“Thank you for not just making sure we’re ok but for making sure we’re more than OK.” Year 1 child on return to 

school. 

We have received some lovely comments from your children recently and I just had to share this one with you! 

The last few weeks have been just incredible here at St. Ebbe’s; I am so grateful to my staff team for enabling us to 

open to more children. They have truly exceeded all expectations, from coming into work on the day the country went 

into lockdown, to adapting their teaching to ‘home learning’, to working over the Easter holidays, to responding to the 

needs of their own families and finally for working so hard to implement our ‘infection control measures’.  I am very 

proud of and grateful for each and every one of them. 

Our staff have made many insightful observations, particularly over the last half term as we have witnessed children 

building new relationships, within their small class bubbles, both with adults and other children. In the short time 

that they have been back to school, they have truly impressed us with lovely pieces of writing, craft and painting as 

well as with their resilience and reflections in response to the pandemic.  

For me this pandemic has highlighted the paramount importance of the curriculum we are offering our children 

through project-based learning. The opportunities we are giving children to think critically about big issues and the 

decisions they make, will stand them in good stead to be citizens ‘with the power to make a difference’, who contribute 

positively to the future. I think we can all agree that we need future citizens who are willing to think creatively and to 

show brave and bold leadership in times of crisis. 

This week we said goodbye to our Year 6s, of whom we are so proud. Without a word of complaint about what they 

have missed out on, they have savoured each day that they have been in school and the time they have been able to 

spend together before heading off to secondary school. Thank you to our Year 6 team for creating a very special, so-

cially-distanced ‘Leavers’ Day’ for them last Wednesday where they could relax and play together. They have been eve-

rything we could have asked of them as the oldest children in the school.  

We have also said goodbye to some of our support staff who are off to pastures new having been on short-term con-

tracts. 

EYFS – Miss Davies and Mrs Almedia 

Year 1 – Miss Squires and Miss Magdalena 

Year 6 – Mrs Belbin 

Thank you to you all for everything you have individually brought to St. Ebbe’s and for the children for whom you 

have cared so brillaintly for over the last year or more.  

In addition, Mrs Perez will be moving on as Mrs Woods returns to full-time teaching. Thank you to Mrs Perez for 

stepping up when we needed her to cover Mrs Woods’ maternity leave and to carry out a job-share for the first year 

following the birth of her daughter. Mrs Perez has also been a parent with us for the last 8 years, contributing in many 

ways to St. Ebbe’s.  

We also said goodbye to Miss Smallman, who is returning to live near her family in Kent. Miss Smallman has been 

with us for three years and will be remembered for her luminous smile, responsible for helping many children to feel 

warm and loved during Year 1. Last but not least, Miss Woodward, who has been at St. Ebbe’s for 8 years, starting her 

career her as a teaching assistant ,before completing her teacher training. We will remember Miss Woodward for her 

resolute sense of justice and determination to ensure that all children receive an equal chance. Miss Woodward is go-

ing to continue her career at Marsh Baldon Primary School, just down the road. Both of these young teachers have 

been a joy to work with and we wish them every possible success as they continue in their careers.  

Finally a big thank you to all of you who, quite simply, deserve a medal for engaging with home education so brilliant-

ly. We were so inspired by all your photos, not just of the learning set but of other areas of interest for your children.  

We are looking forward to September and very happy that we can fill our school once more with the energy and en-

thusiasm of your amazing children. 

See you on 3rd September. 

Warm wishes, 

 

Tina Farr 

 

A final note 


