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Fearless Female Grace Darling 

As part of their project around shipwrecks, 

Congo Class have been learning about the fear-

less Grace Darling, known for her heroic ac-

tions after spotting a ship foundering on the 

rocks in 1838. The children were captivated by 

the story and her bravery and have been using 

drama and role play to recount the events and 

step into Grace’s shoes and are now writing 

newspaper reports. The children have also been 

comparing ships today and ships from the past.  



Mathematical Mindsets 
Here at St. Ebbe’s, we are big fans of the work of Stanford Professors Carol Dweck and Jo 

Boaler. Carol Dweck identified that everyone holds ideas about their own potential, believ-

ing that intelligence is fixed. It is now clear that this is not true and that our brains can 

continue to grow and develop new skills throughout our lives if the right conditions are in 

place.  

Jo Boaler identified that mathematics is the subject most often in need of a ’mindset 

makeover’. In our culture, adults often divide the world into ‘those that can do maths’ and 

‘those that can’t do maths’. This belief often comes from messages received through our 

education and from maths being taught in an abstract way. Lots has changed and these 

days, teachers are trained to teach maths in ways which inspire, show children how maths 

is all around us and how it is truly one of the greatest vehicles for creative thinking and 

problem-solving. A long way from those pages of sums I was faced with at school! 

Here are some photos of Year 6 working on some problems designed by Jo to encourage 

problem-solving skills, mathematical discussion and perseverance. 

Modelling a positive mindset towards mathematics both at school and at home will really 

help children to feel confident in a subject which has the potential for them to develop a 

wide range of useful, transferable skills. 

To learn more do visit Jo Boaler’s website, YouCubed where you will find more infor-

mation and videos.  

https://www.youcubed.org/


Symptoms and Self-Isolation 

In order to keep everyone in school and in 

the wider community as safe as possible it 

necessary for those experiencing symp-

toms associated with Covid-19, and other 

members of their households, to self-

isolate.  

Children who are required to self-isolate 

are not allowed to come to school until: 

their self-isolation period is over and they have no symptoms; or  

a relevant negative Covid test result has been received and they have no symp-

toms 

In order for school to be clear about who can and cannot attend school we are keep-

ing records of all children who we understand should be self-isolating.  

For these records to be complete and accurate we need to know the results of any 

Covid tests that children or other household members have had. 

Please ensure that you advise school of any relevant Covid test results, in writing, 

preferably by email to office.3833@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk, as soon as you receive 

them. 

If we have not been advised of a relevant negative Covid test result then any chil-

dren we believe should be self-isolating will not be allowed in school.  

Thank you for your cooperation and understanding. 

 

 

Please see https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-

guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-

19-infection for further details. 

 

 

mailto:office.3833@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk


FREE online Internet Safety Webinar 

123ICT is pleased to be able to support our contract schools by offering an-

other opportunity for parents to attend our FREE virtual parents Online Safe-

ty workshop on Wednesday 14th October starting at 7:30pm. This is open to 

all parents from all of our contract schools.  

 

Parents should sign up by visiting http://123parents.oxon.in where this is a 

link to book a FREE place via Eventbrite whilst tickets are available.  Places are limited, as this 

session will be delivered using Zoom. 

 

The session will cover:  

* The risks of using the internet.  

* Tips and suggestions on how to reduce these risks to keep your children safe online.  

* Signposting to further resources and information.  

* Advice on how to get help if things go wrong.  

* Tips for remote learning and remote video lessons.  

* The chance to ask questions.  

 

http://123parents.oxon.in/


Dear Parent / Carer, 

What a beautiful week it has been. The children and staff have been thoroughly enjoying both outdoor learning and playtimes in 

the sunshine.  

I can now update you on what you can expect from Distance Learning should your child be required to self-isolate after displaying 

symptoms of Covid-19 and to provide details about how to stay in touch with your child’s class teacher.  

We will be in a position to provide more consistent Distance Learning for children isolating from Monday 22nd September. This will 

initially come via Parent Mail until all children are confident to log in and use our learning platforms. On their return to school, 

children should hand in completed learning activities to their teacher. Now that we are in possession of 60 new Chromebooks, we 

are providing as much training as we can for staff and children so that interactive online learning becomes second nature to all 

involved as soon as possible and will let you know when we are ready to move to this next stage.   

We will in contact next week with our updated Distance Learning Policy so that you know what to expect should there be a bubble 

closure.  

Communicating with teachers 

With our staggered drop off, communication with teachers is not easy. Class emails are now set up and ready to go so please do 

email your child’s teacher with any questions or if you need to pass on information.  

Class email addresses are as follows: 

 
 

The words,  ‘Look at this art!’ came quite literally came through my office window this week as 

Nye, one of our Year 1 children, admired the independent art work he and his class had produced. 

Nye told me that his picture has a boat, a volcano and an island with hidden treasure. I love to 

hear children expressing their pride in their learning and that of their classmates.  

 

Thank you for your patience, feedback and encouragement at this challenging time for our whole 

community. Please keep your questions and feedback coming our way. We can do this together. 

 

Warm wishes, 

 

Tina Farr 

 

Teacher Class Name Class Email 

Mrs Watts Darling Class darling.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Miss Duncalfe Garry Class garry.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Mrs Woods Congo Class congo.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Mr Hopkins Liffey Class liffey.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Mrs Horner/ 
Mdme Vergier 

Pangani Class pangani.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Miss Handley Seine Class seine.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Mrs Sumser Danube Class danube.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Miss Jackson Thames Class thames.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Mr Hagan Amazon Class amazon.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Mrs Horn Limpopo Class limpopo.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Mr Sherry Yangtze Class yangtze.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Mr Godby Haro Class haro.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

Miss Payne Ob Class ob.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

A note from Mrs Farr 


