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Learning in EYU 
We are delighted with how well our youngest members of the school have set-

tled into Reception. Here are a few pictures to give you a taster of how our 

teachers facilitate a rich, play-based learning environment for this age group. 

Our approach to learning in the Early Years and Year 1 is based on the follow-

ing principles: 

1. Children are whole people who have feelings, ideas and relationships with 

others, and who need to be physically, mentally, morally and spiritually 

healthy.  

2. Subjects such as mathematics and art cannot be separated; young children 

learn in an integrated way and not in neat, tidy compartments.  

3. Children learn best when they are given appropriate responsibility, allowed 

to make errors, decisions and choices, and respected as autonomous learners.  

4. What children can do (rather that what they cannot do) is the starting point of a child’s education.  

5. Imagination, creativity and all kinds of symbolic behaviour (reading, writing, drawing, dancing, music, mathemati-

cal numbers, algebra, role play and talking) develop and emerge when conditions are favourable. 

6. Relationships with other people (both adults and children) are of central importance in a child’s life.  



Year 1 at Forest School 
Learning about and to love nature is a key part of our curricu-

lum here at St. Ebbe’s. Across the year, all children will receive 

at least 6 Forest School sessions with our leaders, Lorraine 

Crowther and Rosie Harlow. Forest School also enables play, 

exploration and supported risk-taking. To find out more click 

here. Most Forest School sessions take place over at Hogacre 

but this week, Year 1 spent time in our onsite Wild Garden 

https://www.forestschoolassociation.org/what-is-forest-school/


Year 5 Andy Warhol  

Inspired Self-Portraits 



As you are probably aware, the government provides funding for Free School Meals for all 
infants, i.e. children in Early Years, Year 1 and Year 2. The amount of funding that the gov-
ernment provides each school for this provision is determined by the number of children 
that have a Free School Meal on two “census” days each year. The first of this year’s two 
census days is on Thursday, October 1st. The other census day will be in January. 

Like many other schools, St Ebbe’s has an extremely tight budget and we are constantly 
seeking new ways to increase our income and reduce our costs so we can employ the best 
possible teaching and support staff to look after your children. 

We recognise that not every child likes the idea of school meals and that some parents pre-
fer to provide their children with a packed lunch. However we will be providing a special 
census day menu on Thursday 1st October and we would like to invite every child in Early 
Years and Key Stage 1 to take the opportunity to try a Free School Dinner. It is estimated 
that if every infant child in school had a Free School Meal on the two census days then we 
might generate enough additional funding to pay for a Teaching Assistant for a year. 

The census day menu for next Thursday, 1st October will be: 

Option 1: Fish & Chips 

Option 2: Cheese and Potato Pin Wheels 

The kitchen has also advised that there will be ice lollies! 

Please do encourage your child to have a free school dinner next Thursday, even if they 

normally have a packed lunch. Every single child having a free school meal next Thursday 

will generate additional income for our school. 



NHS Test and Trace 
This week, the NHS Covid-19 contact tracing app was launched for Eng-

land and Wales. One of our parents, Lucie, mum of Jona and Felix in 

Thames and Liffey class, has been advising the NHS app team on the sci-

ence behind the contact tracing app and kindly offered to hold a zoom 

session to discuss what the app is doing and how it can help to build a 

COVID-19 “firewall” around St Ebbe’s. The zoom session will take place 

from 9-10 pm on Tuesday, 29th September. Just follow the link below. 

  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89809171059 

Meeting ID: 898 0917 1059 

By phone: 0203 051 2874 or 0203 481 5237 

  

Best wishes, 

Lucie 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89809171059


South Oxford Adventure Playground (SOAP):  SOAP is running 2 

outdoor sessions after school this term for children from 

St Ebbe's school only.  The sessions will run from 3-5pm and are 

for unaccompanied children.  Wednesdays is for Yr 3&4 only, 

and Fridays is for Yr 5 & 6 children only.  All children must be at 

least 7 years old and have a completed registration form.  Please 

fill in the SOAP registration form online by clicking on this 

link.  We are trying to reduce the amount of paper coming to 

SOAP.  

 

https://forms.gle/gbznqR8eY1GMJDxRA




FREE online Internet Safety Webinar 

123ICT is pleased to be able to support our contract schools by offering an-

other opportunity for parents to attend our FREE virtual parents Online Safe-

ty workshop on Wednesday 14th October starting at 7:30pm. This is open to 

all parents from all of our contract schools.  

 

Parents should sign up by visiting http://123parents.oxon.in where this is a 

link to book a FREE place via Eventbrite whilst tickets are available.  Places are limited, as this 

session will be delivered using Zoom. 

 

The session will cover:  

* The risks of using the internet.  

* Tips and suggestions on how to reduce these risks to keep your children safe online.  

* Signposting to further resources and information.  

* Advice on how to get help if things go wrong.  

* Tips for remote learning and remote video lessons.  

* The chance to ask questions.  

 

INSET Day Friday 2nd October for teacher performance 

development. School will be closed all day.  

http://123parents.oxon.in/


Dear Parents and Carers, 

May I start by extending a warm welcome to our two new members of the St. Ebbe’s Board of Governors. Stephen 

Dudley, parent of three children at St. Ebbe’s, as Diocesan Governor and Jim Sherry as Staff Governor. Stephen has 

already visited school in his new role, monitoring how we are implementing Covid safety measures during the school 

day. In addition, you may have noticed St. Michael’s Vicar (also a Governor), Jenni Williams, joining me on the gate 

on Wednesday morning to observe procedures for the safe start of the school day. Thank you both for your time and 

welcome support. 

One of our measures to reduce transmission of Covid, is to ventilate our classrooms as much as possible. This was 

straightforward whilst the weather was warm, however was significantly more difficult when the temperature dropped 

on Friday. Like all schools, we are considering solutions to this as having all doors and windows open during the win-

ter will not be sustainable. We will continue to learn outdoors as much as possible, so please do ensure your child 

brings a warm coat to school.  

The majority of our staff training is currently focused on using online 

platforms (Year 2 Purple Mash, Years 3-6 Google Classrooms) to set 

learning activities so that we are prepared in the event of a bubble or 

whole school lockdown. All children in these year groups have log in 

and password details and have logged in on several occasions at school. 

To help us plan, it would be helpful to know which children have access 

to laptops at home so that we can direct our new Google Chromebooks 

to those for whom this is difficult. I will be sending out a short survey 

next week to enable us to update this information. 

If you are a parent in Early Years, Year 1 or Year 2, it would help us greatly if you were to order one of 

the free school meals your child is entitled to. Every order made on school census day. Thursday 1st 

October, generates much-needed additional income for our school. It’s an easy way to help! Thank 

you. 

Teachers will shortly be sending home their termly newsletters this week outlining the learning that is being covered 

this term and what can be done at home to enhance it. These have taken a little longer to produce in light of some of 

the changes we have had to make in line with our Covid restrictions. Please note that children should be bringing a 

reading book to and from school each day so please do check their book bags.  If you have any ques-

tions about what your child is learning, please do email your child’s teacher classname.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk 

(e.g. haro.class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk). 

Please do join parent, Lucie Abeler, to understand how using the NHS Test and Trace App can help protect our 

school. Details are earlier in the newsletter. 

Finally I would like to share this photo of Lara in Year 6, who has a passion for Science. 

Here she is teaching her class all about atoms—by all accounts it was a mind-blowing les-

son. Well done Lara and thank you for sharing your passion and knowledge with us. 

Have a wonderful weekend, 

Warm wishes, 

 

Tina Farr 

A note from Mrs Farr 


