Meet the Team
Darling Class
Mrs Watts & Miss Bishop

Garry Class
Miss Duncalfe, Mrs Wilkes & Mrs Noelle

Forest School/Music on Wednesday mornings
Mrs Howard, Mrs Harlow & Mrs Crowther

How can my family help me in Early Years?
Encourage your child to have a go!






Develop self-help skills by encouraging your child to take off and put on their own jumper
and coat. Support your child in doing up zips, buttons and poppers; we understand that
these can be tricky so make it fun by dressing up toys in old clothes.
Encourage your child to take their shoes and socks on and off. Don’t wait till the first day give them time to practice. Support your child in getting to the toilet in time, wiping
themselves, flushing the toilet and washing their hands.
Encourage your child to blow their nose themselves, bin the tissue and washing their
hands. If reinforced at home and school this will become the norm and your child will
develop a healthy routine.

Teach your child to communicate their needs





Talk to your child without distractions from the TV, radio or tablet. Talk about shared
experiences that you have enjoyed such as visits, shopping trips, or things you have seen.
Sing songs and rhymes together which develop their vocabulary.
Recognise and talk through your child’s feelings and different emotions, this will help them
to understand and communicate how they are feeling with staff.
It is important for children to listen and follow instructions at school, these can be enhanced
at home by playing games such as snap and giving simple instructions e.g. hang your coat
up and wash your hands.

Supporting your child’s learning at home
















Gardening: allow your children to get messy to dig and explore outdoors.
Plant seeds and observe growth over time.
Painting the fence with water in the sunshine as watch as it dries!
Save boxes and plastic cartons and make models, encouraging your child to use tools
independently such as scissors, masking tape, and hole punch.
Share books with your child and encourage them to explain what is happening from looking
at the illustrations.
Make play dough; this is a fantastic activity that can really help strengthen your child’s small
hand muscles that are used for writing.
Practise holding scissors and develop cutting skills by cutting magazines and catalogues.
Complete puzzles and talk about the picture afterwards.
Encourage your child to mark make using pencils, crayons paints and even chalks in your
garden. Ask them to tell you about their pictures.
Singing songs for counting and rhyming or simply making up your own funny songs!
Dancing to music and making up some of your own moves!
Go for a picnic! Encourage your child to help you prepare for a picnic, making the
sandwiches, collecting the fruit and cartons of juice together.
Point out shapes, numbers, signs and letters in the environment is an easy way to reinforce
how they are used in everyday life. By highlighting signs around the park, shops and roads
your child will become increasingly aware of how grown-ups use them.
Play simple games with your child, indoor board games or outdoor ball games will
encourage sharing and turn taking.

 Most importantly ...

Phonics






When out for walks discuss with your child all the sounds they can hear in our environment.
Use descriptive language when discussing the sounds for example, “The trees are rustling
in the wind.
Share lots of rhymes and have children put actions to rhymes and create their own rhymes
Alliteration - identify the initial sound of the word and then match it to another word with the
same initial sound. For example; David’s dangerous dinosaur, Millie’s marvellous, magic
mittens.
Practise sounds which have been taught at school – practise the letter formation, identify
items that begin with the sounds, link the sound to the letter name, each week we will
inform parents of the sounds of the week within their homework
It is important to use the correct letter sounds when reinforcing phonics at home. A good
example of how to pronounce the letter sounds for this is on YouTube – Mr Thorne does
phonics

Reading







Develop your child’s interest in books – read a variety of factual books and story books.
Encourage children to recognise familiar words (the, at, in)
Discuss the main elements of a book with your child – main character, sequence of events
and openings to the story, retelling the story
Show children language all around our environment, for example labels and advertisements
Always use the pictures to initially tell the story and act as clues to what the words are
Remember to re – read stories and it is very important to read everyday

Writing






Encourage children to experiment with mark making, painting, writing with chalk / markers
etc.
Practise correct letter formation.
Encourage children to practise writing their own name (lower case).
Encourage children to use their knowledge from phonics to write simple regular words, for
example, cat, mat, sat, red, bed etc
Cutting / threading, using a knife and fork and getting themselves dressed will improve your
child’s fine motor skills which are key for developing writing.

Numbers
 Encourage children to count objects, to be aware of how many a number represents, for
example – number 5 is the same as 5 apples etc.
 When counting encourage children to line the items up and tap them when they are
counting and say the numbers aloud.
 Practise ordering number 0– 10 by mixing up numbers cards and putting them in the correct
order.
 Begin to develop an awareness of the vocabulary involved in addition and subtraction and
the symbols used, for example more, less, add and take away
 Develop an awareness of one more than and one less than.

Shape, Space and Measure






Sort and match objects. Discuss with your child why they have sorted and matched it in that
way.
Describe shapes in the environment and encourage children to make simple models,
pictures and patterns.
Talk about and create simple patterns – coloured beads / shapes / natural materials.
Begin to use words to describe position – in front, behind, underneath, beside etc
Encourage children to use language such as ‘greater’, ‘smaller’, ‘heavier’ or ‘lighter’ to
compare quantities.

A typical day in Early Years
8.40-9.10am – Arrival and morning play activities.
9.20am – Register and calendar
9.30am – Literacy inspiration (teacher-led story, picture, drama)
9.45am - Free-Flow Play and Focus Group Activities (Literacy focus)

10.15am – Snack and story/music
10.30am – Free-Flow Play
11.00am – Phonics
11.30am – Lunchtime
12pm – Outside play
12.40pm – Relaxation (listening to music)
12.55pm – Register
1.05pm – Maths inspiration (teacher-led game, song, drama)
1.20pm - Free-Flow Play and Focus Group Activities (Maths focus)
2.15pm - Tidy-up Time
2.35pm - Story/Home Time
This term we are spending time to get to know the children’s likes and interest. We are also
focusing on reading stories around kindness and compassion for others. After half term, we
will be starting our project ‘What Makes a Happy Planet’. We will be sending home our
planning overview and suggestion for home in the first week of November.

Other Information
Uniform









At St Ebbe’s there is no requirement to wear a set school uniform. However, we do have a
few requests concerning appropriate wear:
Long hair to be tied back
Stud earrings are acceptable but please do not bring your child to school wearing
necklaces, bracelets and rings
All children to have a pair of wellingtons which stay at school and must be labelled
No strappy dresses
No flip flops and crocs
All children to have a spare clothing (trousers, t – shirts, pants, socks) which stay at school
in a draw string bag
If there is hot weather, please put sun cream on your child before school and provide them
with a sun hat

Water Bottles and Book Bags
Please provide your child with a labelled water bottle and book bag. If possible, can water
bottles be taken home each evening and washed and returned the next day. Children are
expected to have their own book bag. They will use their book bag to take home letters,
reading books and their pictures.
PLEASE ENSURE ALL COATS, LUNCH BOXES AND WATER BOTTLES ARE NAMED
(be aware pen washes out)

Lunchtime
Please discuss the menu choices with your child every day. If they do not like any of the
options, please provide your child with a packed lunch.

Collecting children
If your child is being collected by someone we are unfamiliar with, we would appreciate it if
you could speak to a member of early year’s staff in the morning and record the change of
circumstance in the communications book in the classroom.
We can’t wait to start this journey together!
Mrs Tara Watts & Miss Lydia Duncalfe

