The Weekly Ebbesentials
9th October 2020

Garry Class: Who am I?
At St. Ebbe’s we are committed to spending
time understanding each individual so that the
children’s interests and passions grow with
them through their time at primary school.
This knowledge helps us to better plan our
curriculum and create warm environments
where children feel understood and cared for.
With these conditions in place, children can better access learning and be ready to
tackle challenges. Here is one activity that Miss Duncalfe facilitated with Garry Class.

This Week at Forest School

Darling Class gathering at the meeting point on the way back

Darling Class face painting with charcoal from the fire

Lois and Katherine went
on a bug hunt

Hiding during the
‘survival’ game

Amazon Class
went on a
funghi hunt,
finding all
sorts of species including
‘coral funghi’

Olivia built a den

Through Forest School, children have the opportunity to
learn to appreciate and care for the natural world—a fundamental factor in the development of the wise citizens
who will be making decisions about our planet as well as
central to our thriving as human beings.
They learn to identify and care for the creatures they discover and to know which plants are safe and which are not.

After all that bug hunting
and exploring, there’s
always time for a quick
hot chocolate and reflection on the children’s
discoveries.

Danube Class: Outdoor Mathematics
Weather permitting, we are taking learning outdoors as much as possible at the moment as
part of our infection control measures. That aside, we know as adults how moving around
regularly, rather than sitting at a desk for extended periods has a positive effect on wellbeing and concentration. Here you can see Danube Class embedding their understanding of
‘place value’ (the value of each digit in a number) so that the children
can grasp the concept of exchanging when adding and subtracting
numbers using formal methods. This brief interlude provided fresh air
and movement before returning to the classroom for some written
practice.

Zoom Assembly: Bullying
Building on our discussions about being unique and able to pursue
individual passions, Clare Whyles, our Deputy Head, led assemblies
around understanding the difference between bullying and one-off
hurtful incidents and how to respond both as an individual and on
behalf of another person.
At St. Ebbe’s, we work with the children to identify and call out unkindness whether it is one-off or repeated.
RUDE = accidental, hurtful, one-off

MEAN = on purpose, hurtful, one-off
BULLYING = on purpose, hurtful, happens more than once even
when you show you are upset
We take all three seriously and will invest time investigating any incidents where someone has been hurt
physically or emotionally. We want children to understand this very important definition of bullying however, so that they recognise if it happens to them or others and what they can do about it. As ‘Defenders’
we teach children strategies such as: be the target’s friend, say ‘stop that’s not ok’, help them move away
and, most importantly, tell a grown up.
We use the diagram below to help children understand the different roles people may play and encourage them to be ‘Defenders’ if they spot someone being unkind. Do ask the your child about this diagram
and what each of the definitions mean.
If your child reports repeated unkindness to you, please let their teacher, or me, know right away so that
we can respond.

Rainbow Day

Can we make the streets around South
Oxford Schools safer for our children an introduction to School Streets
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 13, 2020 AT 7:30 PM – 8:30 PM an online meeting
Hear from speakers about how we can address the dangers outside the school
and hear how other schools have approached this very real problem outside
our schools.
For more details and to register : https://www.facebook.com/
events/338902640769688/
Zoom meeting details https://us02web.zoom.us/j/82807819902?
pwd=Rm80SzJiK29GeDNuWHJza0I2OEs2QT09

South Oxford Adventure Playground (SOAP)
South Oxford Adventure Playground (SOAP): SOAP is running 2 outdoor sessions after school this term
for children from St Ebbe's school only. The sessions will run from 3-5pm and are for unaccompanied children. Wednesdays is for Yr 3&4 only, and Fridays is for Yr 5 & 6 children only. All children must be at
least 7 years old and have a completed registration form. Please fill in the SOAP registration form

online by clicking on this link. We are trying to reduce the amount of paper coming to SOAP.

SOAP is a small charity run entirely by local volunteers with some paid staff. Access to the playground
is free of charge for all children. If you'd like to support SOAP stay open for all children, please donate
here.

INSET Day Friday 2nd October for teacher performance
development. School will be closed all day.

FREE online Internet Safety Webinar
123ICT is pleased to be able to support our contract schools by offering another opportunity for parents to attend our FREE virtual parents Online Safety workshop on Wednesday 18th November starting at 8pm. This is open to
all parents from all of our contract schools.
Parents and carers can sign up by clicking here to book a FREE place via
Eventbrite whilst tickets are available. Places are limited, as this session will be delivered using
Zoom.

The session will cover:
* The risks of using the internet.
* Tips and suggestions on how to reduce these risks to keep your children safe online.
* Signposting to further resources and information.
* Advice on how to get help if things go wrong.
* Tips for remote learning and remote video lessons.
* The chance to ask questions.

A note from Mrs Farr
Dear Parents and Carers,
Chromebooks and IT Survey
Thank you for filling out our Tech Survey. This has given us valuable information to shape our approach. For those of you that have requested
information about purchasing a Chromebook for home, you should have now received this information. Bear in mind that these are a very
popular choice for schools so may be tricky to get hold of. However, it should help you to seek something similar. Please do email us if you
have further questions.
Mental Health Support Team
Please find a link to the schools’ Mental Health Support Team newsletter here. This contains lots of ideas and activities designed to support
family wellbeing.
Internet Safety Webinar
The Internet Safety webinar advertised is now full. However 123ICT will be putting on a second event on Wednesday 18th November at 8pm.
Please see the previous page for details. I cannot recommend enough that you book and attend one of these events where you will learn
about the current safety implications of using the internet. Places can be booked here.
Road Safety
A parent has reported a grey metallic car almost knocking a child off their bike recently on Marlborough Road. The car was travelling around
35-40 mph. Luckily no-one was hurt but the child and family were certainly shaken. We are working with Oxfordshire City Council to consider
how we can make the roads around our school safer and there is a Zoom meeting this week on 13th October.
Rainbow Day and Online Concerts
We are looking forward to our ‘Rainbow Dress-up day’ on Friday 16th October. Please see below for the rainbow colour for your child’s year group. Your child does not need to be completely dressed in the colour but
an item of clothing, hair colour or even face paint will be great! We will be focusing on Kindness throughout
the day as a follow on to our recent assemblies about allowing others to be themselves. I am looking forward
to a very colourful day!
Help Mrs Farr survey
Thank you for filling out my very short survey stating what you like about St. Ebbe’s. I have some lovely
quotes to use in our online tour which will help parents to understand our approach to education and to
make informed choices about choosing a school. Ofsted reports can only ever cover a small part of what a
school is actually like, and the experience children actually have. As the majority of our school budget is generated from per pupil income,
filling up our school is a big priority for us now and in the future. We currently have some spaces across our school and could generate a significant amount of additional income if we can fill them up! This is the time of year that parents are looking for schools for next September,
please do encourage friends and neighbours with younger children to sign up for one of my Zoom virtual tours by cal ling or emailing our

school office. Additionally you could also help by posting a link to our school website on your personal social media pages (with
a little comment if possible), by way of encouraging people to come and find out more. Thank you in advance for your help.
Have a lovely weekend,
Warm wishes,
Tina Farr

