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Forest School Fun
This week, the children can be seen enjoying a fire at Forest School and roasting S’Mores, making a house, collecting treasures
from nature on the way, fishing in the stream, mining in the log looking for diamonds, helping to keep forest school clean by
collecting plastic and paper rubbish left behind using a plastic bag to pick it up, practising shooting with bows and arrows, playing manhunt, being a koala, chipping off charcoal for drawing and, as ever, using it to paint each others’ faces. The children
always come back from Forest School buzzing from their experiences and wanting to tell me everything they’ve been doing as
they come back into school!

Collaborative Play
Some great examples of the sorts of collaborative play benefitting the children’s learning in Reception. Billy had the
idea of starting an obstacle course which more and more children spotted and began adding loose parts to. This
sort of play involves communication, turn-taking, debate, sharing and lots more.

All proceeds will go to Oxford Mutual Aid a local charity supporting
people living on low incomes or who are self-isolating.

SESA News
The SESA AGM is Tuesday 15th December at 7pm on Zoom. If you
would like to come along, please email Ellen Stevens and she will send
you the Zoom link. We would love to have as many members of our community along so that you can understand the work that SESA does. You
can find out more about SESA spending by watching this short video
here. Meetings are short, fun and efficient and you only need give as
much time as you have available! Please do come and join us.

An easy way to donate to SESA – without feeling the pinch on your
pocket
If you’re shopping online, you can give a little to SESA without paying
any extra!
Simply shop via an Easyfundraising or Amazon Smile account and a
small % of what you spend will be donated to SESA – giving a little right
back to the pupils here at St Ebbe’s.
Just watch the videos below for easy ‘how to guides’ to set up your accounts.
Easyfundraising https://

vimeo.com/367265011
AmazonSmile St Ebbe's School
AmazonSmile how to video

A Note from Mrs Farr
Dear Parents and Carers,
We have received lots of positive feedback about the St. Ebbe’s
Reading Challenge. I love this picture of Seb reading to his little sister to meet his goal! With the levels of enthusiasm for this challenge seen from the children, we should be able to purchase some
great new books. Mrs Sumser and Miss Payne delivered a brilliant
reading training session for teachers his week, demonstrating even
better ways we can develop children’s reading skills. Something you can try at home when sharing books

with your children is to simply ask questions beginning with, ‘I wonder…?’ E.g. ‘I wonder why the girl has
her back turned? I wonder why the dog is looking up at his owner?’ This simple technique really gets children thinking and their responses will amaze you.
Next Wednesday is our Christmas dress up day for local charity Oxford Mutual
Aid. Children can wear a favourite outfit, a Christmas jumper, a hat or anything
that makes them feel good! Please do bring a donation for this important local
charity or donate online if you prefer. Details are on the website.
Yesterday SESA supported the filming of our Christmas Carol Concert by sending
along a professional. Sean was brilliant, spending all day filming 13 different
class, Jenni, our vicar and me! The video will be edited by a member of SESA,
Orly’s dad, Sam. We had to film everyone separately due to Covid safety limitations around numbers of children inside, and did so with all the doors and windows opened and everyone facing the same direction, to mitigate the risk of
transmission. Thank you SESA for facilitating such a lovely experience and enabling us to replicate one of
our favourite events.
I will finish with this beautiful picture of a
sunset over our lovely school, taken by
keen photographer, Miss Payne.

Have a wonderful weekend
Warm wishes,
Tina Farr

