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Remote Learning 
Children, teachers and their parents have been 

phenomenal learners once again this week as they 

have continued to embrace remote learning. 

Buoyed up by your words of encouragement on 

email and via our survey, our teachers remain com-

mitted to listening to feedback and responding to 

ensuring our remote learning is offer is the best it can be. Next week our teach-

ers will be trialling using interactive pen tablets so 

that they can model new concepts more clearly on 

screen...We are happy to provide additional re-

sources if you need them. Here is Aurelien who 

borrowed a school desk to create his own at-home 

office space! 



Reception children have been learning all 

about dinosaurs this week. Max and his 

mum created dinosaur skeletons, made 

dinosaur tails and masks (with the help 

of Toucan Box!), built dinosaur dens, 

froze toy dinosaurs in blocks of ice and 

figured out the best way to set them free 

by hammering, sawing, melting and 

smashing them! They also found some 

animal bones outside, which they think 

may have been the remains in of an ani-

mal a T-Rex had eaten! Max created his 

own mixed up dinosaur - a cross be-

tween a Stegosaurus, Velociraptor and a 

T-Rex. It’s called a Stegoraptor Rex. 



Phone Scanners 



‘Overcoming Your Child’s Fears and Worries’ is a weekly 6 

session group course, tailored for the parents/carers of 

children experiencing anxiety who are aged 5-12 years old 

The group is also in line the National Institute for Health 

and Care Excellence (NICE) guidelines, who provide na-

tional guidance and advice to improve health and social 

care services. 

The group aims to: 

Teach you how to spot your child’s anxious thoughts 

Help you assist your child with evaluating the thoughts and 

to consider other points of view 

Demonstrate ways to encourage your child to be independ-

ent and ‘have a go 

Show you how to develop a step-by-step plan with your child and to problem solve 

.Bring you together with other parents and carers experiencing similar challenges. 

 

The group will be run virtual. To sign up and express your interest in the group, 

please complete the form through the following link: 

If you would like more information before filling out the form please contact  

OxonMHSTCAMHS@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk 

The course is research and evidence based and stems from the book ‘Overcoming 

Your Child’s Fears and Worries’ (2007) by Cathy Creswell and Lucy Willetts. 

Supporting Children with Anxiety 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=m8iadaQqc0mwSOaQO0aotqUccilrqEVAsYWSGjlTgnBUMFVCVEdSTERURlZFVk5OT1dUWjRIM1c5WCQlQCN0PWcu
mailto:OxonMHSTCAMHS@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk


A Note from Mrs Farr 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

Thank you for the lovely photographs again this week. It is great to see the children who are learning at home as we 

really miss them at school. We are so impressed with the range and quality of work coming through via photos and 

uploaded into Purple Mash and Google Classrooms. If you have an iPhone, do have a look at the tip included in this 

week’s newsletter about using the ‘Notes’ app as a scanner which makes sending images of children’s work a little 

easier.   

As a school and community we are in a period of rapid learning so please do expect to receive another very short 

survey soon where you can add any additional observations of the remote learning experience. In addition we are 

talking with parents and carers on a daily basis about the challenges remote learning may bring individual families 

and appreciate your openness and honesty. We have been able to provide different resources that you and your 

children have discovered you need—even a classroom desk to allow siblings to space out in different rooms. As ed-

ucators we are used to flexing our learning environment and provision to help individual children thrive. We do not 

expect children to fit into the same mould when they are at school and the same goes for when they are learning at 

home. If you feel overwhelmed, adjust your expectations of what is possible. Remember it won’t be humanly possi-

ble to parent, work and provide learning support to the high standards you might wish! Please keep talking to/

emailing us and we will do our best to listen and provide advice/support. 

Clare Whyles, our Deputy Headteacher is putting together a well-being pack for families to help with non-screen-

based activities for busy parents. We have now lengthened the lunch break to 90 minutes in response to your feed-

back meaning that children will have a complete break from the computer for this time. We strongly encourage 

that they get outside during this time, breathe some fresh air and move their bodies. These are the sorts of things 

we regularly do during the school day to keep children refreshed and able to focus.  

Last term we were able to rapidly acquire our initial 60 laptops due to financial support from SESA and trusts asso-

ciated with both of our local churches, St. Matthew’s and St. Ebbe’s.  We have lent out 56 Chromebook laptops to 

children in large families or without the necessary technology at home so that they can access remote learning. 

With additional support from SESA, we have now been able to order another set of 30 so that the children in school 

can also use them to connect with their peers as well as to increase our overall stock for when we are operating at 

full capacity once again. Thank you to all of you who have been able to contribute to SESA’s fundraising over the 

last year; what a difference you have made. 

If we have learnt anything from this pandemic, it is that there is no shame in asking for help when it’s needed. We 

all need support at different, often unexpected, points in our lives. We have a fantastic community here at St. 

Ebbe’s and  an opportunity to strengthen it even more. 

As ever, we are in this together. 

Warm wishes, 

Tina Farr 


