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Remote Learning
After a few technical issues, our remote learners got off to a great start this week with 87% logging in yesterday, up
from 79% on the first day. Our teachers are adjusting to the change and have been absolutely brilliant as have, by
all accounts, your children. My favourite quote so far is from a Year 2 who confidently informed his mum that he
had meetings to go to at 9am, 11:10am and 1pm! I know from your feedback so far that the children have loved
seeing their teachers and friends on screen. Well done to mums and dads too for getting it all set up.

The tiniest bit of snow!
Let it not be said that we don’t make the most of every opportunity at St.
Ebbe’s! Here are the Amazon bubble children enjoying the small bit of snow we
had this morning!

Year 6 Bubble at Forest School
Lucky Year 6 have Mrs
Crowther in their bubble so
they headed off with her and
Mrs Robson to Forest School
this morning.

SESA News
A huge thank you to everyone who took part in or sponsored people doing the SESA New
Year’s Day challenge. In total we raised almost £2500 which is a fantastic amount to go towards Chromebooks for the pupils. The challenges varied from walking, bike-riding, litterpicking, hula-hooping and a dip in Hinksey Lake! SESA are going to make this an annual challenge and hope we can make it a bigger event next year! Here are a few photos to give you
a flavour!

Supporting Children with Anxiety
‘Overcoming Your Child’s Fears and Worries’ is a weekly 6
session group course, tailored for the parents/carers of
children experiencing anxiety who are aged 5-12 years old
The group is also in line the National Institute for Health
and Care Excellence (NICE) guidelines, who provide national guidance and advice to improve health and social
care services.
The group aims to:
Teach you how to spot your child’s anxious thoughts

Help you assist your child with evaluating the thoughts and
to consider other points of view
Demonstrate ways to encourage your child to be independent and ‘have a go
Show you how to develop a step-by-step plan with your child and to problem solve
.Bring you together with other parents and carers experiencing similar challenges.
The group will be run virtual. To sign up and express your interest in the group,
please complete the form through the following link:
If you would like more information before filling out the form please contact
OxonMHSTCAMHS@oxfordhealth.nhs.uk
The course is research and evidence based and stems from the book ‘Overcoming
Your Child’s Fears and Worries’ (2007) by Cathy Creswell and Lucy Willetts.

A Note from Mrs Farr
Dear Parents and Carers,
Well this has been quite a week! We spent Monday training teachers and scrutinising our infection control measures
ready for a full return, only to find out that we had to plan for a different kind of school on Monday evening. May I take
this opportunity to extend my thanks to this incredible team that I have at St. Ebbe’s who began the planning process
with us early Tuesday morning, helping until we had a viable model ready to go on Wednesday. I would also like to thank
those of you who could potentially qualify for a school place but have adjusted your schedules to help us keep our numbers down to a manageable level. We have set a cap of 15 children per bubble in order to keep them and staff as safe as
we can and this has really helped to reduce anxiety and hopefully the spread of the virus.
Thank you to those of you with children at home who have given us such useful and constructive feedback about how
remote learning is going. We have been so impressed with how the children have adjusted and become so adept at
muting and unmuting themselves and other general online etiquette. To reiterate what I said yesterday, we suspect the
amount of screen time is too much to sustain, but we will wait and see what you say in our feedback survey as well as
continue discussing as a team. We absolutely support you in putting your children’s well being first at any time but especially at the moment; just keep in touch with your child’s class teacher about how things are going and let us know if it’s
tough. We are here for you. If there is ever a time to take comfort in the strength of our St. Ebbe’s community it is now
and I can say with confidence that we will do our best to make remote learning as manageable, smooth and engaging as
we can.
Thank you for all of the brilliant photos and accompanying messages; they were so lovely to see.
I hope you received our videos of our Virtual Learning Exhibitions at the end of December. I thought these were a brilliant substitute for being able to visit school and to see the quality of work that was produced by your children across the
school. If you didn’t receive the link, please check Parent Mail or email us. I hope as well that you have been able to engage with the Knowledge Organisers that we sent you at the start of the week and are finding them a useful way of understanding more about the knowledge content of our projects. These were our first attempts so again, any feedback
would be welcome.
Today I have sent out links to parent WhatsApp groups for Years 2, 3 and 4. These are not connected directly to school
but we are more than happy to send out links to help people stay connected and support each other.
I’d like to continue, ‘An interview with…’ in our newsletter so if your child would like to be interviewed about anything
that they enjoy, please email me on leader.team@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk
and I will arrange to meet them on Zoom!
Once again may I thank you for embodying the spirit of community, in
putting the personal circumstances of others before your own convenience and for your patience and positivity at this most challenging time.
We will do this together.
Warm wishes,
Tina Farr

