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Remote Learning 
Thank you for another week of brilliant remote learning photos. This week we have an ice forest and fire picture, a mountain 

board game, fantastic creative writing, colour theory posters, a Victorian child, family paper mache, scientists conducting a wa-

ter cycle experiment (see here for Emily’s video log of hers), invented desert animals,  a mountain scene, raindrop story art-

work, learning about the Great Fire of London, Year 

6s working hard and a family team playing along 

with Year 1’s Who Wants to Be a Year 1 Clever 

Clogs! Amazing! Well done everyone. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MXlk6WjMI3A


EYFS Experts 
Our Early Years classes have been learning all about fossils and in the process have become  archaeologists and museum cura-

tors. I had a lovely time this morning learning about Mary Anning with the children telling me that they were likely to become 

famous after discovering some fossils in the sandpit at school. Mrs Watts 

and Miss Duncalfe have put together this fantastic video to mark the end 

of their current project, ‘What if the Dinosaurs Came Back,’ celebrating 

everyone’s contributions. In these photos we can see the museums the 

children have created at home, a painting of the Jurassic Coast, a portrait 

of Mary Anning, volcano-making, salt-dough fossils, skeleton bones and 

fossil excavation! I am so impressed at how the learning at home dove-

tails with the learning at school. Well done to the whole team including 

children, teachers and you parents working so hard at home.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0ZldUzX6PDc


Y1’s Field Biologist 
Year 1 had Field Biologist, Kyle Yirkiw, as a virtual visitor this week. 
He explained to the children what a field biologist does and showed 
them incredible photos of his work with animals in the wild. He 
taught children about handling animals and how he safely captures 
them so that he can carry out measurements and other tests. He 
also explained how he puts collars on animals to track them and 
how these are designed to fall off so that they are never too small. 
The children also learnt about different types of ‘scat’ and what a 
field biologist can learn from them. They finished up with their 
weekly episode of, ’Who Wants to Be a Year 1 Clever Clogs?’ identi-
fying which animals had made different poos! Lots of fun was had 
by all with some passions for field biology ignited I am sure! The 
children had some great questions including: 

What is your favourite animal? Turtle 

Have you ever seen a spitting cobra? No but I have seen other types of cobra. 

Have you ever been bitten in your tent? Many times by insects, especially mosquitos and sometimes ants. 

Which is the smelliest poo? It depends on what animal ate what. Once I caught a bear. We could smell him be-
fore we got close to the trap! 

What is the most dangerous animal you’ve ever seen? Once I saw a rhinoceros viper which I almost stepped on! I 
once got lost in the jungle because I was being foolish, trying to find something at night. I also got chased by an an-
gry mumma moose who was cross because I was trying to put a collar on her babies. 

What’s it like sleeping outside at night and is it cold? It’s beautiful. You can see the stars at night. It’s sometimes 
cold depending where you are.  

What age did you start your adventures? 

As a child, I would camp in the woods with my parents so have been doing this sort of thing since I was 2 or 3. 

When was the first time you caught a bear? I was 20 years old and got too excited! My boss told me to be quiet 
so we could carry on with the work. 

When is your next adventure? I don’t know. Because of Coronavirus my flights keep 
getting delayed. I was due to go back to Sierra Leone today. 

Have you ever seen a village in a jungle? Yes I lived in one in Sierra Leone.  

How old were you when you saw your first elephant? I have never seen an elephant in 
the wild. I have seen their footprints, trap camera footage and their scat.  

At night do you see owls? Yes I’ve seen them at night and also during the day.  

 

Thank you Mr Hopkins for arranging such a great experience and thank you Kyle for sharing 
your expertise and giving up your time.  



This week we had Internet Safety Day (Tuesday 9th February). Teachers 

worked with children both in school and at home on various aspects of staying 

safe online, including reiterating the importance of being ‘SMART’ online.  

Online Safety 



An interview with Rosa... 
Today I enjoyed interviewing Rosa on the telephone about her upcoming challenge. Rosa has chosen to 

cycle all the way around the Oxford ring road to raise money for the Oxford Hospitals Charity... 

What made you want to raise money for this charity? 

I had to spend a bit of time in the hospital before Christmas.  

They helped me really well and this is how I can make it up to 

them. 

How much are you hoping to raise? 

At first it was £1000 but we changed it to £1500 as we reached 

it quite quickly. I’ve raised about £1200 so far. 

How do you feel about that? 

I am quite happy that all these people think I can do it! 

I really hope it’s going to work and I can help the hospitals. 

What made you choose a bike ride? 

I really like cycling but I hadn’t been doing much after being in 

hospital. Cycling is really cool. I have a bike that I enjoy going 

on.  

Have you been practicing? 

Yes I’m going to do it over two days as it’s 17 miles so 8.5 miles 

per day. I’ve been practicing cycling from University Parks to Donnington bridge. The most I’ve done is 8 

miles.  

Who will be doing the challenge with you? 

My dad is going to run along and my brother and mum are going to come along in the car. 

Which day are you going to do it? 

On the last weekend of half term. 

Where are you starting from? 

From the JR and I’ll end there too. 

Do you know anyone else who has done this sort of thing? 

My mum was reading a newsletter and we found out there was a girl doing ten miles in ten days. This is 

what inspired me to have a go. 

Well Rosa, you are certainly going to be inspiring lots of people with your bike ride and what you have 

told me today. I wish you lots of luck from all of us at St. Ebbe’s and will be thinking of you next weekend. 

Thank you for taking the time to talk to me. 

If you would like to sponsor Rosa, you can do so by clicking here.  

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rosa-ring-road-challenge?fbclid=IwAR2r7vxWg7Hx8JdsFcX2AQr8hqG7lT8VB8G-nJ1c0hpPkG1zDFJCJw9pZ-Q


A Note from Mrs Farr 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

It’s the start of Chinese New Year today. Under normal circumstances, we would 

have celebrated in assembly , learnt about the festival and heard from children 

who are celebrating. This year, Jon of Pangani Class has kindly provided us with 

an excellent, informative video interview to help us all learn more about this vi-

brant festival. Thank you Jon, it was a pleasure listening to you. Happy New Year 

to all of you who are celebrating.  

This week we sadly waved off four members of our school community. Gabby 

and Adrien are moving to Sweden at the end of 

next week and Sam and Jonathan are moving to 

the town of Washington near Durham. We decid-

ed with their parents that both of these locations 

were a bit too far for a commute which is a shame 

but we wish both families every happiness in their 

new homes and schools. We are hoping to see 

them again in the summer should we be allowed out and about by then. 

Yesterday we sent out a note about World Book Day which is on Thursday 4th March. Traditionally we like 

to dress up as book characters, paint our faces or even just bring a favourite book to school. We will be 

doing our best to replicate the magic of World Book Day online for those of you whose children are learn-

ing remotely. Please rest assured that dressing up is only for those who want to! It’s not everyone’s cup of 

tea and that’s fine. Teachers will be doing all sorts of activities throughout the day to celebrate all things 

books and reading.  

We had some great news this week. The Bridgebuilder Trust, associated with St. Matthew’s Church has 

donated £2000 towards a 30 new Chromebooks for St. Ebbe’s. We really appreciate this support as it now 

means that we have enough for the children in school to be able to use as well as for us to be able to em-

bed our learning from the last six weeks into lessons once everyone is back in school. THANK YOU.   

Thank you to those of you who completed our second remote learning survey. I will analyse the results 

over half term and let you know of any resulting changes. A huge well done to our whole community over 

this term. We have kept each other strong and hopeful in these trying circumstances. I will also await 

the PM’s announcement on 22nd February about further re-opening of schools and share the plan for St. 

Ebbe’s with you as soon as we are able to make it.  

Warm wishes for a happy half term. 

Tina Farr 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lbBepTVV-EY

