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Year 2 Journalists 
Children in Year 2 have been time-travelling this week. The children dressed smartly for Monday’s  ‘Junior 

News Reporter Training Session’  to learn how to write their reports. They then designed time machines 

which they used to travel back to 1666 to interview Samuel Pepys to find out more about the circum-

stances leading to the Great Fire of London. Great work Year 2! 



We are excited to announce the first ever St Ebbe’s Picture Book Awards! This term, we will be hosting 

a competition between 15 brilliant picture books, all published very recently. They have been selected 

for a national book award and we thought we should decide which one we think is best!  

Each week, we will post videos of  four books (except this week—only three!) for you to enjoy. You 

could choose to listen to as your bedtime story, during a quiet afternoon or at any other time that suits 

your family!  After you’ve listened to all four books, click the link to the survey to vote for your favour-

ite. The winning book of the week will be put through to the GRAND FINAL, to be held in the last 

week of term!  

Here is the link to the vote. Voting will close on Thursdays at midday.  

Here are the links for Week 1! 

Where Happiness Begins—Eva Eland 

I Go Quiet—David Ouimet 

The Fate of Fausto—Oliver Jeffers 

https://forms.gle/4h4LwDriwsXHwA8z8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J6UKwqACy7k
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Y_6R6RSAH9g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uVQHFDxP0Pc


Will you join 

our STREET 

TAG team? 

What is Street Tag?  

Street Tag is a school games initiative aimed at promoting physical activity by 

turning streets and green spaces into a virtual playground. When you go out for 

a walk, bike ride or run, you can collect virtual tags. The more tags you collect, 

the more points you get.  

How does it work?  

1. Install the Street Tag app from the App Store or Play Store (or at 

www.streettag.co.uk)  

2. Create a username and scan the QR code at the top of the page to join the St. 

Ebbe’s team.  

3. Parents can add up to 2 children to their account.  

4. Go on a walk, bike ride or run to collect some tags.  

5. Check the leaderboard to find out how we are doing as a team.  

There will be prizes for the top 3 schools on the leaderboard 

The current session ends on 30th March.  

For more information watch the videos below:  

https://youtu.be/kcU17-GAsSg https:/ 

youtu.be/u7B2jm22d3g  

OR  

email Miss Handley (Seine.Class@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk)  

The App is rated 17 is because it has a way of paying for in-app purchases embedded in it.  

The minimum age recommended is 3.  



In conversation with Vicky 
Today I had the pleasure of meeting Vicky, of Limpopo Class, on Zoom to talk about the power of being yourself.  

What made you want to talk about the power of being yourself? 

Lockdown has helped me learn to be myself more. I used to want to try to be like other people but now I feel more confident to be myself.  

Can you give me an example of something that has helped you to think this? 

Well I play with my cuddly toys a lot, as well as My Little Ponies. I play imaginative games with 

them that connect with what I want to achieve, for example, being in musicals and going to 

college. Sometimes they go to St. Ebbe’s School, sometimes we’re acting in a play like the Nut-

cracker, sometimes we are in different dimensions and we have to think about how to get 

home, sometimes we are in the future.  

I play a great game with my sister. We pretend that the swings in our garden are a time ma-

chine. We are archaeologists who travel to different places. My sister recently got really into 

dinosaurs and we time travelled back to learn about dinosaurs. 

I think my toys have kept me going in lockdown whilst I haven’t been able to see my friends. 

Because I’m 10, some people might think that I’m too old to do this but it’s something that I enjoy. I found that when I came back from living 

in Germany for a few months, some of my friends were into different things. That’s ok too but I just enjoy imagining through playing with my 

toys. 

How would you feel if someone did tell you that you were too old to play like this? 

Before lockdown I probably would have pretended it was to do with my little sister but now, I 

would say that it’s important for my future and as long as I find it fun, I shouldn’t be embarrassed. 

It makes me happy. I don’t think we should have to like or not like things just because other people 

say we should. Just because you’re in Year 5, it doesn’t mean you’re too old to imagine. It could 

really help you to write a book or a play for example. 

Playing has a lot to do with your future. It gets you to follow your dream.  

Tell me more about your future? 

I definitely would like to have children and my job would be performing in musicals. I would love to 

play Mary Poppins or Miss Honey. I would like to teach musical theatre in schools.  

I would maybe tell children what I used to think about when I was a kid. It makes me feel confident 

when my teachers understand what I’m thinking.  

What is your favourite musical?  

Matilda! When I Grow Up is one of my favourite songs. 

What do you like about Matilda? 

She learns to be independent. I think she is powerful. In general she would be someone I would want to be like while still being me. Matilda’s 

way of escaping her sad world is going to books and trying to think like the characters. You can also do that with playing. 

If a career of musicals doesn’t take off, I could be a scientist. I have been making theories during lockdown.  

Is there anything else you’d like to say? 

In this interview I’ve come further. I’ve thought more about not letting other people tell you who to be as a 

person.  

I wouldn’t have this thinking if I was at a school where it was all about facts!  

Thank you Vicky. I have enjoyed being in conversation with you about such an interesting topic. I hope that 

other people reading this can gain confidence to be themselves and follow their own passions and dreams. 

Our vision for children who attend St. Ebbe’s includes  nurturing the confidence to be yourself and you have 

just demonstrated the power of what this means to you and how it helps you. I hope you will be able to 

inspire others to have the same confidence in their own passions and interests.  

 



A note from Mrs Farr 
Dear All, 

We are so excited to be welcoming everyone back on 8th March and having our whole community connected again. Whilst our 

staff team, and you as parents, have done a great job at supporting Remote Learning, there is nothing like the energy that 330 

children in a school can create!  

For the time being we will need to continue with our safety measures as detailed in our Infection Control document (attached 

separately). Whilst there is hope on the horizon, we must continue to work together as a community to keep everyone safe. 

Please do have a good read of the document and email or call me with any questions. 

During the course of the pandemic, Sally Taphouse, one of our Higher Level Teaching Assistants, took retirement. Sally is soon 

to be a grandma and will be caring for her granddaughter once she arrives. She is hoping to return on a voluntary basis and we 

will definitely arrange a retirement celebration when we are permitted. Yesterday we interviewed three fabulous internal can-

didates to replace her, and I’m pleased to say that we appointed Narinder Thapar. Narinder has been at St. Ebbe’s for almost 7 

years, working with children across the school. She is best known for Bollywood Club and generally being positive and smiley. 

Congratulations Narinder.  

You will know that children have been busy putting forwards their ideas to inspire the design of our new school logo. We have 

been very moved by the combination of drawings and written explanations submitted by the children. These will now be com-

piled into a format which can be sent to our designer… The new logo is part of a re-branding of St. Ebbe’s which will soon in-

clude a written articulation of our wonderful vision poster and a new website scheduled for September 2021…! We are work-

ing hard with staff and governors behind the scenes to rewrite policies so that they are in a succinct and digestible format, 

with the aim of ensuring that there is clarity on the way we do things at St. Ebbe’s. This is turn will help our whole community 

to evaluate how well we are doing and what we can improve on.  

Lots of you have told us how much you enjoyed the Oxford Statues of 

Kings and Queens trail and thanks again to the parent who submitted it. 

Here is a picture of Orla and her sister who completed it at half term.  

You may know that we now have two school rabbits named Steve and 

Phil, named after our Chair of Governors and our Business Manager! 

They are absolutely gorgeous and have been enjoying cuddles and exer-

cise with the children in school. Steve and Phil are very much looking 

forward to meeting more children now that they are used to the school 

environment. They are being very well cared for and have lots of space 

to run around in their outdoor pen and a big cage for night time. Chari-

ty Denton, TA, is responsible for their care and is being ably assisted by several very keen members 

of staff, modelled below by Rachael Payne! 

World Book Day is next Thursday. The children are invited to dress up if they would like to but 

please don’t go buying anything unnecessarily. For children who don’t like dressing up, bringing 

along a favourite book will be great. We are looking forward to spending a whole day thinking 

about reading and discussing books and authors that we love. I hope you and your children enjoy 

our first three entries . Remember to vote for your favourite before Thursday at midday! 

For those of you with children at home, you only have one week left of Remote Learning! I would 

like to emphasise that we appreciate the efforts that each and every one of you have put in to facil-

itate this so successfully. As one of our Year 6 children said this morning, ‘We have all achieved 

things that we couldn’t have believed were possible. I am so proud of our school.’ 

I couldn’t  have put it better myself. 

Warmest wishes, 

 

Tina Farr 

Steve Whitla 

Phil Doubtfire 


