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Year 6 Art & PE 

A lovely mixture of work produced at home and work produced at 

school from Year 6 this week. In art, the children have been learning 

about light and shade: here are some excellent examples from Ibo, 

Hamza and Daniel A. In PE, the children had to create their own HIIT 

workouts. Here are some stills from the great videos produced by Ja-

mie, Finn, Janina, Zoe, Eve and Simrat. It’s brilliant to see children 

understanding the importance of keeping fit. Well done Year 6.  



Remote Learning 
This week we have photos of using things 

from around the home to help with prob-

lem-solving in maths,  a time machine, a 

walk in the park and remote game of hide 

and seek with a tiny dinosaur, listening to 

The Enchanted Wood on Zoom as well as 

Lara in Year 6, studying with the support of 

her cat! Finally may I draw attention to this 

lovely Victorian street scene painted by 

Vicky of Limpopo Class! 



Year 3/4 Pastels 
It’s all about the art this week with these lovely pastel 

drawings from the Year 3/4 children in school, with rain 

as the theme. Learning about rain, the water cycle and 

flooding is part of their project but also, of course, highly 

relevant right now, especially for our community.  



What am I? 

Foot warmer 

Flame breather 

Wind lover 

Smoke blinder 

Light giver 

Potato cooker 

Clothes catcher 

Flame creator 

Marshmallow toaster 

Ember maker 

Eye stinger 

Heat sharer 

Spark sender 

Building burner 

Shadow revealer 

Smoke billower 

I am fire. 

Fire Similes 

Smoke as grey as angry clouds in a thunderstorm.. 

Ashes as white as flour. 

Sparks spit and fly like pop corn. 

Flames glow like a rosy red apple. 

The fire was as bright as day. 

 

Smoke rises like a hot air balloon. 

Ashes glow like cat’s eyes. 

Sparks dance like fireflies. 

Flames flicker like dancing waves. 

The fire roars like a dinosaur. 

 

Smoke smells like burnt toast. 

Ashes tower like a mountain. 

Sparks flicker like fairies. 

Flames as hot as lava. 

Year 2 Fire Poems 



An interview with... 
This week, I had a Zoom meeting with Alex of Limpopo Class, to interview him about his inter-

est in post boxes around Oxford, in particular those from the Victorian era, linking to the Year 

5 project. 

How did you get so interested in post boxes Alex? 

A couple of weeks ago, my dad found out that the post box near us was made in the reign of 

George V. Since our topic is Victorians, we thought it would be good to find out more about 

the post boxes from this era. 

How did you get started? 

My dad had them on a post it note and we decided to cycle around Oxford so we could see them all.  

Tell me more. Where are most of the post boxes? 

They are mainly in North Oxford as in Victorian times there wasn’t really a South, East or West Oxford. The nearest post box to 

us is in the middle of the Covered Market. It helps you to see how Oxford got a bit bigger over time when you look at the 

names of the kings and queens. The later their reign, the further out they are. The furthest south Victorian post box is in the 

Covered Market so you can really picture where Victorian Oxford would have been. There’s an Elizabeth II box right next to the 

Hinksey Park playground and Lake Street.  

Where is the oldest one? 

We think the one in Park Town is one of the first ones. It is hexagonal and has different decorations  (balls) around the top.  

Is this a new interest for you? 

I knew about the post boxes but I didn’t know there were so many Victorian ones.  I also found out an interesting fact about 

James Murray, editor of the Oxford English dictionary.  When he was making the Oxford English dictionary he had so many 

letters to send to people saying, ‘Can you please write a definition of what this means,?’ that the Post Office made a him his 

own post box!  

Which is your favourite? 

One my favourite is on the corner of Longwall Street and Helliwell street as it has a tiny little woman on top.  

Is there anything else you would like to tell me? 

There are actually very few that aren’t on the walls. Most of them are in the wall boxes. There are only four free standing 

ones., perhaps so they didn’t take up too much room on the pavement.   

How could someone get started? 

Have a look at the one on Divinity road. It’s painted gold as there is a tradition that if you win at the Olympics or Paralympics, 

the nearest one to you gets painted gold. Also remember that these post boxes have 

been battered by two world wars. They’ve been through a lot.  

What about other cities? 

I’d recommend going to Worcester as there are Edward VIII ones which are very rare as 

he only ruled for 10 months. There’s one near my grandma and grandpa’s house so I can’t 

wait to go and see that once Lockdown is over. 

Alex I think you have found something extremely interesting to learn about during Lock-

down. You’ve certainly inspired me to inspect any post boxes that I pass. Thank you for 

finding the time to talk to me.  

Feeling curious? Click here 

 

https://www.waymarking.com/waymarks/WM9TXQ_Sunnyside_78_Banbury_Road_Pillar_Box_Oxford_Oxfordshire
http://www.oxfordhistory.org.uk/streets/post_boxes/victorian/index.html


This week I have been 

updating my knowledge 

about online safety and, 

as a result, our website 

which contains links to a 

multitude of very useful sites where parents can stay updated 

on the potential dangers associated with different social me-

dia sites and games. This changes all the time but these sites 

do a very good job of summarising what parents and children 

might want to know. Of particular note is the National Online 

Safety website which contains digestible leaflets. I also discov-

ered the guide pictured below of age restrictions for social 

media platforms produced by Action for Children.  

Next week is Internet Safety Day (Tuesday 9th February). 

Whilst we embed the teaching of online safety in our day to 

day lessons, this is a chance for staff and children to stop and 

review how to stay safe online and the importance of acting 

with compassion towards others.  

Online Safety 

https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/information/online-safety/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/guides


A Note from Mrs Farr 
Dear Parents and Carers,  

 

It’s been Mental Health Awareness Week this week and Mrs Whyles has spent some time putting together a Well-

Being Pack of ideas for you to use at home. She has recorded a short video to go alongside the Powerpoint, explain-

ing the purpose of the pack and how to use it. Both can be found on the Remote Learning Page of our school web-

site.  

I’ve now visited all of our virtual classrooms and will be returning next week. Spending time with your lovely chil-

dren is the single best thing that I get to do as a Headteacher and it was great to be able to join them this week and 

see their smiley faces. I particularly enjoyed watching Year 1 take part in a knowledge retrieval quiz in the form of 

Who Wants to be a Millionaire and Early Years’ ‘Dress to Express’ outfits! The children asked me some brilliant 

questions, such as: How do I keep myself busy during Lockdown? What is school like at the moment? Do I still visit 

classes like I used to? When will we be coming back to school? 

Sadly I was unable to tell the children exactly when they would be coming back but I did tell them that the PM is 

due to send us information about full re-opening after half term. I said I would keep them informed via their virtual 

meetings as soon as I have a plan.  

I also enjoyed interviewing Alex of Limpopo Class on Zoom this morning (see ‘An Interview With…’). If your child 

would like to be interviewed about their interests, do send me an email and I will set up a meeting with them.  

Rosa of Thames Class has set herself the challenge of cycling 17 miles during half term to raise money for the Ox-

ford Hospitals Charity. Rosa spent some time in hospital shortly before Christmas and was moved to raise money to 

say thank you for the excellent care she received. Her Just Giving page can be found here where you can read more 

about her story and donate if you would like to. Well done Rosa, we are very proud of you. 

May I ask you to complete our second Remote Learning Feedback survey? It could take you less than 30 seconds 

and will help us to make sure we haven’t missed anything that we could be doing better. I will keep it open until the 

end of Monday and close the feedback loop by contacting you next week with our response. Thank you.  

Once again, keep up the good work and keep in touch with us. We are here to advise, support and reassure if you 

need us. So many of you do this for us on a very regular basis with your emails of encouragement; please remem-

ber this is a two-way process. We have delivered laptops, food parcels, paper copies of learning, reading books, 

maths workbooks and even provided a desk. Anything you think we might be able to help with, please let us know.  

Warm wishes,  

 

Tina Farr 

 

 

https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/distance-learning/
https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/rosa-ring-road-challenge?fbclid=IwAR2r7vxWg7Hx8JdsFcX2AQr8hqG7lT8VB8G-nJ1c0hpPkG1zDFJCJw9pZ-Q
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Nm7Q0qTLuki7pV6FGs1lZH9gm47414VIhhoLPHeBd0xUOFU5MjROWFYwWFVCNjc0NFRUN00zS0NISC4u

