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Marshmallow Structures
In preparation for a design project, Years 3 and 4 have been thinking about
what makes a strong and stable structure. The children worked collaboratively to explore with spaghetti and marshmallows, planning and designing
their own structures. The warm, sunny weather at the start of the week
meant that much of this highly engaging task could be completed outside in
the fresh air. The children were proud of their success after showing the
courage to learn from each mistake, supporting each other in the process.

Fresh Air Spelling
The pandemic has brought many challenges but we can’t deny that
it has broadened teachers’ range of creative ways to learn which
keep children on the move and outside. Here we can see Year 5
learning some tricky spellings through games and movement. At St.
Ebbe’s we use a variety of learning strategies, some more traditional, some more creative, depending on what is being learnt and
where the children are in their learning journey.

SESA News
With the children back to school this week, SESA are looking forward to getting up and running once more with the
exciting events we’re planning. Please put the dates in your diary, we hope you can join us. We’re especially excited about the Family Bingo taking place via Zoom in two
weeks’ time and have everything crossed that all restrictions will be lifted in time for our summer events,
Quiz Night and EbbesFest21!

Dates for your diary
Thursday March 25th 6-7pm ‘Family Bingo’. Hosted
on Zoom with BBC Radio Oxford’s Breakfast
Show Presenter, Sophie Law as your Bingo Caller! See below for details and look out for the
ParentMail next week on how to buy your tickets.
May (dates TBC) – ‘Armchair Fundraiser’. Simply
donate from your armchair, no commitment, no
nonsense!
Friday June 25th 7:30pm – ‘Quiz night’. Andrew and
Lucy Billen will be running their final quiz for St
Ebbe’s before their daughter Orla, moves up to
secondary school in September. It’s set to be a
spectacular night. Details to follow.
Saturday 10th July 3-6pm ‘EbbesFest21’. We can’t
wait for our annual summer fair to take place
again. We’ll share details on how you can help
over the coming weeks.
Recent SESA funds have paid for:
£8,500 - 30 Chromebooks
£480 - 30 sets of headphones to go with Chromebooks

Fundraising objectives: All money raised by SESA for the rest of this
school year will go towards paying for some of the following:
93 more sets of headphones, £1,488
Replacing 5 - 7 electronic whiteboards, £1,500 each
Upgrading the AV equipment in the main hall
Forest school staff costs
Outdoor play area improvements and new equipment
History timeline

Contact us
Please do get in touch if you’d like to chat about any of the above or have any ideas that could help us raise
funds or enhance the experience of the school community. You can email us at sesastebbes@gmail.com or
contact Ellen Stevens on 07970 952381.

What an exciting start to the St Ebbe’s Picture Book Awards!

The winner of Week 2 and the book going through to the Grand Final is:

The Child of Dreams—Irena Brignull
Here is the link to the vote. Voting will close on Thursdays at midday.
Here are the links for Week 3.
Just Because—Mac Barnett
How the Stars Came to Be—Poonam Mistry
My Nana’s Garden—Dawn Casey and Jessica Courtney-Tickle

Starbird—Sharon King-Chai

A note from Mrs Farr
Dear All,
Witnessing the joy on children’s faces as they reconnected with friends and staff was just lovely this week. The children have
shown that they can adapt to change once more and, even those who were a little anxious earlier in the week, have adapted
back to the energy of school life. The sun being out really helped at the start of the week as we were able to enjoy our school
field once more, for both breaks and lesson time.
Staff and children have spent some time discussing both the challenges and the gains from their experiences during the pandemic. For those learning at home, the constant availability of food was a definite bonus but children have also talked about
how it was more obvious online if someone interrupts, working within Google Classrooms has helped children feel organised
but they have also felt the effects of too much screen time and many have realised that they need quiet to be able to concentrate but missed learning ‘as a class’.
I have been concerned about the somewhat ‘gloomy’ press coverage around ‘lost generations’, and prefer to celebrate the
resilience and adaptability children have shown over the last year. Challenges are part of learning and should be expected and
embraced. These children have had to face and conquer bigger challenges than those of many generations before them and I
believe they will reap the benefit of this in the future if we handle the next few months with care and consideration. I much
prefer a hopeful stance, and whilst there may be some gaps in children’s knowledge, our job as teachers has always been to
find out what these are and address them. This is how we will move forwards with the understanding that what children don’t
need right now, or at any point, is to be described as ‘lost’ or to feel that they are under additional pressure because of a situation that was outside of anyone’s control. Another positive our teachers have cited that they feel more connected to you as
parents via the class email addresses, so please do continue to use these to ask any questions, share information or express
any concerns you may have.
During this most recent lockdown, our school governors and I have been working on wording to accompany our school vision
poster. We have decided on three words as our ‘core values’. Whilst there are undoubtedly other values which will come into
play in a successful school environment, these are the three which we believe best describe how we learn best and the three
to which we will defer when making strategic decisions about the future of our school and in our day to day interactions. You
will notice that we refer to our ‘learning community’. This is both to encompass the fact that children learn beyond as well as
in school and that our vision applies to adults as well as children.
Our Vision statement: A learning community nurturing wise, compassionate citizens with the power to make a difference.
Our core values: Curiosity | Courage | Connection
We learn best as a community when:


We foster the wonder essential for curiosity to grow and thrive



We have the courage to experiment
and learn from failures and successes



We nurture individual passions and
flourish through making connections

Our bible reference: ‘My children, our love
should not be just words and talk; it must be
true love which shows itself in action.’ 1 John
3:18.
I look forward to demonstrating how these
core values are borne out in our work over the
coming months and years and welcome any
questions or comments via leader.team@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk.

Have a wonderful weekend.
Warm wishes,

Tina Farr

