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Victorian School 

Year 5 spent the day experiencing some of what it might 

have been like to go to school during the Victorian era. 

What they have to say below, will give you a flavour of the 

day. 

“What I did not like was that boys and girls were separated 
and were not allowed to talk to each other.” Tom 
“My experience as a Victorian boy was a great experience 
to appreciate the rights we have as children. “ Amina 
“It was a bit hard to write with chalk, but we all managed. It 
was really fun when Mr Sherry was a strict teacher .” Teiar-
ra 
“The boys were allowed to play football because it was 
considered a game only for boys.” Jonny 



Victorian School 



An interview with...Selina 
Today I had the pleasure of interviewing, published author, Selina of Yangtze 

Class. 

How did you become a published author? 

There was a competition. One of my friends had entered it, she won and her 

poem was published in a book so I decided to give it a go. 

I got a letter six weeks or so later and it said that my poem was going to be pub-

lished. 

Were you surprised? 

Definitely! I didn’t think my poem would get published. I was thinking that lots 

of other people would have written poems about bunnies. I was delighted and 

speechless. I was amazed! 

What is the title of your poem? 

Basketball Betty 

Tell me more about Basketball Betty! 

At first I wanted to write about a zebra but I wasn’t engaging with it so I went with a poem about a bunny 

called Betty.  

How did you get started? 

I wrote the first sentence and the rest just flew out of my brain and it was easy after that! 

If someone wanted to enter this competition how would they go about it? 

The competition is on Young Writers and there is a video clip on YouTube. It tells you a bit about what you 

have to write about. This year it was ‘peculiar pets’! You can write a story or a poem from the age of 3 

upwards. 

Will you do it again? 

I have entered a story competition. I love to write stories and I’m writing a book on the Chromebook. 

Can you tell me what it’s about or is it classified? 

It’s called ‘Jessica and the Lost Child.’ It’s about a rich girl who 

gets lost in the woods, she slips and wakes up in a hut…!’ It 

sounds like a story full of suspense! 

What advice would you have for someone who wanted to 

enter? 

Again, go with your instincts. Write what makes sense to you! 



Lunchtime Disco 
Dancing with Year 2 at lunchtime is good for the soul! 6 and 7 year 

olds don’t need to be told to ’dance like no-one is watching,’ they just 

do it! I enjoyed being taught the dance moves to ’Shotgun’ and have a 

somewhat sore neck today from some of the more energetic head 

movements that came about from, ‘Who Let the Dogs Out’! We had a 





SESA News 

With the children back to school this week, SESA are looking forward to getting up and running once more with the 
exciting events we’re planning. Please put the dates in your diary, we hope you can join us. We’re especially excit-
ed about the Family Bingo taking place via Zoom in two 
weeks’ time and have everything crossed that all re-
strictions will be lifted in time for our summer events, 
Quiz Night and EbbesFest21! 

 

Dates for your diary 

Thursday March 25th 6-7pm ‘Family Bingo’. Hosted 
on Zoom with BBC Radio Oxford’s Breakfast 
Show Presenter, Sophie Law as your Bingo Call-
er! See below for details and look out for the 
ParentMail next week on how to buy your tick-
ets. 

May (dates TBC) – ‘Armchair Fundraiser’. Simply 
donate from your armchair, no commitment, no 
nonsense! 

Friday June 25th 7:30pm – ‘Quiz night’. Andrew and 
Lucy Billen will be running their final quiz for St 
Ebbe’s before their daughter Orla, moves up to 
secondary school in September. It’s set to be a 
spectacular night. Details to follow. 

Saturday 10th July 3-6pm ‘EbbesFest21’. We can’t 
wait for our annual summer fair to take place 
again. We’ll share details on how you can help 
over the coming weeks. 

Recent SESA funds have paid for: 

£8,500 - 30 Chromebooks 

£480 - 30 sets of headphones to go with Chrome-
books 

 

Fundraising objectives: All money raised by SESA for the rest of this 
school year will go towards paying for some of the following: 

93 more sets of headphones, £1,488 

Replacing 5 - 7 electronic whiteboards, £1,500 each 

Upgrading the AV equipment in the main hall 

Forest school staff costs 

Outdoor play area improvements and new equipment 

History timeline 

 

Contact us 

Please do get in touch if you’d like to chat about any of the above or have any ideas that could help us raise 
funds or enhance the experience of the school community. You can email us at sesastebbes@gmail.com or 
contact Ellen Stevens on 07970 952381. 

mailto:sesastebbes@gmail.com


What an exciting start to the St Ebbe’s Picture Book Awards!  

The winner of Week 3 and the book going through to the Grand Final is:  

My Nana's Garden - Dawn Casey and Jessica Courtney-Tickle  
Here is the link to the vote. Voting will close on Thursday.   

Here are the links for Week 4: 

Small in the City— Sydney Smith 

Dandelion’s Dream— Yoko Tanaka 

Lights on Cotton Rock— David Litchfield 

Arlo the Lion who Couldn’t Sleep— Catherine Rayner 

https://forms.gle/aN7QMeVerFGaccvm7
https://youtu.be/I8nCsUyscqM
https://youtu.be/xTinNpJzBEw
https://youtu.be/wbgSkbeu58s
https://youtu.be/fz201z7TISs






A note from Mrs Farr 
Dear All, 

Things are beginning to feel a little more normal after two weeks back at school. We have seen Year 5 experience a 

Victorian Day, where Mr Sherry  (aka Mr Mackensie) and Mrs Horn (aka Miss Constance) attempted a more author-

itarian approach to teaching, which had the children in fits of laughter rather than terrified! You will see from the 

quotes on the front page that the children were most put out by the different lessons for girls and boys and appre-

ciative of the rights that they now have. It was a very successful day. 

The SESA Family Bingo is taking place on Thursday 26th March at 6pm (via Zoom), with special guest Bingo Caller, 

Sophie Law (BBC Radio Oxford Breakfast Show Host)! 

Tickets will be on sale this week on the school gates at drop off (08:40 – 09:10) from Wednesday – Friday. 

It costs £5 to play 6 games. A household can buy multiple tickets (if you want to play as individuals) or spend just £5 

and play as a team. You can also pay an optional £1 extra for bingo blotter pens and payment is via cash or card. All 

proceeds will be going towards pupil headphones so that we can use our newly-purchased laptops in class more 

easily. Prizes are a choice of either wine, chocolates or colouring pencils depending on the age of the winner! 

SESA will need your name and email address so they can send you the Zoom link and tell you a few more details. If 

you can’t buy on the school gates, please message Ellen Stevens on 07970 952381 to arrange buying tickets. 

I began sharing our new vision statement and core values with the children this week. Using a computer game that 

I used to play in the 1980s (anyone remember Chuckie Egg?!) we discussed the curiosity that is needed to want to 

learn something new and the courage needed to expect and embrace failures as learning opportunities. Using this 

diagram, we agreed that the computer game is only fun if there are challenges to overcome and that sailing 

straight to the top level, or the end of the game, is like-

ly to result in boredom and a short-lived willingness to 

play. When we apply this thinking to everything we 

learn, from learning to walk, to riding a bike, to mathe-

matics concepts, to reading, to writing, to learning a 

sport or learning to drive, it is undeniable that the sec-

ond diagram is the reality and that the way we learn is 

through effort and embracing failure. It’s helpful to 

make this explicit to children when they experience 

frustration or want to give up on something challeng-

ing. Reflecting on my own education, I was led to believe that I should expect learning to feel like the top picture 

and, there were many occasions where I was left feeling ashamed of failure rather than embracing it. Through re-

mote learning, I hope that you can see how different school is now to perhaps when some of you were educated. 

Children (or anyone) should never feel ashamed of failure, only excited to stop and learn, just like when they ‘lose a 

life’ in a computer game.  

I wish you a very happy weekend. 

Warm wishes, Tina Farr 


