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Forest School
This sunny first week of term was characterised by
some more memorable Forest School moments. We
saw Eddie, Ben Arjun and Maxim searching for ladybirds; Sophie, Ella and Florence in their wildlife shop
with beautiful birds nests for sail and we were very
happy to find two chimney sweeps called Indy and
Will!
Garry Class found themselves making an ash fire,
building dens, climbing, finding a bouncy log to play
on and making a pirate ship.
Thank you Mrs Harlow and Mrs Crowther for yet another week full of magical memories.

Sensory Book
I wanted to share this beautiful sensory book that Mrs Robson made for one of our
younger children. This care and time that went into making this took my breath
away. Thank you Mrs Robson (and Mrs Forbes for the crochet), for connecting in
this way and for spending your time making something that is going to make a big
difference.

St Matthews toddler group, Jam and Juice, will be re-opening from Tuesday 4th May every week from 10:00am-11:30am. Join us for a chance to
chat and play and an opportunity to reflect. Spaces are limited so
please contact childrensandfamiliesworker@stmatthewsoxford.org.uk to
book a place. All are welcome, we look forward to seeing you again!

Kate

Auditions for Merton College Girls’ Choir take place on 8th May. Spaces
are currently available for girls starting Year 4, Year 5 and Year 9 in September 2021. No prior musical experience is required. The benefits of
Choristership include the opportunity to sing weekly services in one of
Oxford's most famous buildings, singing lessons, tours, residential trips
and lifelong friendships. All aspects of Choristership are provided free of
charge. The Girl Choristers of Merton College are Associate Members of
the Choir Schools Association.
To find out more about being a Chorister and how to contact us for more
information, please take a look at our new Girl Chorister Brochure: https://www.merton.ox.ac.uk/sites/default/files/inline-files/
Chorister%20Brochure%20smaller.pdf, or
email girl.choristers@merton.ox.ac.uk if you have a daughter for whom
this sounds exciting!

International Sculpture Day 2021 #ISDay
Sunningwell School of Art is excited to be hosting its very first International Sculpture
Day celebrations on Saturday 24 April from 1pm to 6pm (1 of only 3 events in the UK). Our
friendly, talented and creative tutor, Emma Williams is leading two unique sculpture workshops for young people of 5 years old and over who can use a variety of fun materials to try
their hand at making and creating. Share this info with your pupils and their families so they
can join in the fun!
Taster workshop for children: Assemble an artwork 5-11 years £5
Assemblage’ is a popular way for artists to make three-dimensional work. Create an art
piece in a box by gathering together a collection of junk, old maps, textures, images and
found objects to create an assembled artwork with meaning. Create a story around the
items you have chosen like artist Joseph Cornell or choose to paint your box to create a harmonious textured artwork like Louise Nevelson. Full details and booking here.
Taster workshop for children: Finding your form 7-11 years £5
Learn two techniques for creating sculptures. Take your first steps in carving by learning
how to create a modernist masterpiece from a bar of soap! Be inspired by the smooth
forms of Barbara Hepworth and Henry Moore. Use safe and simple tools to shape your soap
and reveal the artwork within. Then find out how to build a sculpture using aluminium foil
to create the human form. Take inspiration from the exaggerated figures of Alberto Giacometti. All materials provided. Full details and booking here.

Talks, Exhibitions and Demonstrations
As well as workshops for young people, we are hosting talks, live sculpture classes, exhibitions and demonstrations which are free to attend. And don’t forget the pop-up café! See
attached flyer for full details.

A note from Mrs Farr
Dear All,
Despite it being a little chilly over the Easter break, we have been blessed with beautiful sunshine during
this first week back. Our school field has been filled with laughter, singing and dancing (and of course
some football!).
Parent/Teacher Learning Review Meetings
By now you will have booked your slot for your Zoom
meeting with your child’s class teacher. Our teachers
are looking forward to speaking with you face to face
about your observations of your child’s learning during Lockdown, how they have responded to the return to school, assessments they have carried out and
how we can work together to best support your
child’s wellbeing and progress over the next few months. The school/parent partnership is of paramount
importance to use with regard to your child’s education and the more information we can share both
ways, the more likely we are to see patterns and be able to agree tailored strategies for support.
The Big Ask
Rachael de Souza, the Children’s Commission for England is conducting a nationwide survey of children and young people in England, to tell the government what
they think about living a happy life. If you would like your child to take part, you
can do so by clicking this link.
The Big Ask | Children's Commissioner for EnglandChildren's Commissioner for England
(childrenscommissioner.gov.uk)

Virtual Learning Exhibitions
I hope you enjoyed the Learning Exhibition videos sent at the end of last term. We
are hoping that we will be able to invite you in for the next ones. Fingers crossed
that we are able to ease at least some of the restrictions on visiting schools.
If you missed the email, the videos can be found via these links.
Do have a quick look as they will you a good idea of the sort of work children have
produced linked to their projects.

Year 1 Liffey
Year 1 Congo
Year 2
Year 3/4
Year 5
Year 6 Ob
Year 6 Haro

Knowledge Organisers
Your child’s teacher will have now sent you a Knowledge Organiser for this term. This is to help you to
know what we are teaching and so your child to practice remembering the factual knowledge that they
need to underpin some of the discussions they have as the project progresses. These are still our first
attempts and some projects are new, so we would love your feedback and suggestions. We review each
project with the children and as a team, so these will evolve from year to year as we learn and new possibilities arise.
Ramadan
I have had many insightful conversations with children of Muslim faith about Ramadan this week. Several
of our older children are fasting for the first time. To them and those of your in community who are
fasting, we wish you Ramadan Mubarak.
Warm wishes for a sunny and restful weekend.
Tina Farr

