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Reception Visit our Very Wild Garden!! 

Reception Class had a lovely time in our very Wild 

Garden this week. Starting with a reading of 

‘Finding Wild’ by Megan Wagner Lloyd, the children 

explored the area and sketched common wildflow-

ers. I encountered them skipping up the field and 

was immediately presented with a sketch of a 

buttercup which was very beautiful indeed. 



Year 2 Habitat Models 
The study of different habitats fits perfectly with the inquiry question: Is Water 

the most precious thing on the planet? Children in Year 2 have been exploring 

different habitats and learning about where 

water is present in each, whether it is in 

abundance or scarce and how animals ac-

cess it. I love the creative way they are 

demonstrating their knowledge with these 

shoebox models and had a brilliant time 

discussing these with them yesterday. 



Year 6 went on a trip! 
It has been an exciting week in Year 6! While learning about our topic, 'What is the best way to lead?', we went on a 

visit the Pitt Rivers museum to find out what we could learn from their artefacts about leadership in ancient African 

kingdoms. We were able to see how masks, crowns and thrones played a 

part in making sure the leader (known as the Oba in Benin) was recognisa-

ble through their display of power. The Oba often used animals in artwork 

to represent different qualities. Buffaloes could be used to represent 

strength, leopards for power and mudfish for god-like qualities.  

As you’ve seen in the last two newsletters, we've also been working to 

create our own version of the Benin Bronzes, combining some of our own 

features with the features of an animal with qualities we admire.  

Thank you the staff at Pitt Rivers for shaping such a great visit which really 

supported the children’s learning about leadership and helped to further 

strengthen their personal views.  



SESA are planning our school Summer Fair, EbbesFest21, for Saturday 3rd July from 3-6pm.  

Please note – this is an amended date from what was previously advertised. 

 

Covid restrictions allowing, we’re aiming to provide a fun event for the whole of our school community to enjoy and 

raise money for the school at the same time. There’ll be live music, bouncy castles, face painting, plants and to buy, 

loads of fun stalls for the kids, a raffle and plenty to eat and drink.  

A full risk assessment, in line with guidance for public events, will be carried out with Tina Farr and 

Phil Doubtifre and shared with you before the event. 

 

How can you help? 

Please help in one of the following ways if you can:  

Sponsorship - if you or your place of work want to sponsor any part of EbbesFest21, we want to hear from 

you. Donations small and large are welcome. We’re printing posters very soon so if you your logo advertised 

on the posters, contact us asap. 

Raffle prizes - we’re looking for quality raffle prizes. Please donate something if you can or ask someone else 

if you think they might be able to. Or if you’d be happy to give your time to approach local businesses over 

the next few weeks please let us know. 

Selling raffle tickets – we can raise lots of funds from the raffle, so we hope you can convince your family 

and friends to buy some tickets. We’ll be sending a book of raffle tickets home with every child after half-

term and selling them on the school gates in the run up to the event. If you could spare any time to help 

with this, please let us know. 

4. Food stalls - As well as the BBQ we’d like to sell a variety of hot and cold food. If anyone has ideas, contacts 

or wants to run their own stall, please contact us. 

5. Volunteers on the day - We will need lots of helping hands to set up, run stalls, and help tidy up. You can 

commit to a time slot, not the whole event. We’ll be sharing which class is running which stall after half-term. 

6. Donations – there will be some items that we’ll be asking donations for e.g. plants, tombola prizes etc. More 

details will be shared after half-term. 

 

Join SESA’s events committee - if you’d enjoy helping to arrange the event and any of the other SESA events, 

we’d love to hear from you. We need more people 

to join us to keep SESA running in the future. 

 

Feel free to speak to Ellen Stevens on 07970 952381 

if you have any questions or ideas. 

 

Many thanks 

 

SESA 



South Oxford Adventure Playground 

The South Oxford Adventure Playground 

(SOAP) is very important to us here at St. 

Ebbe’s and features on our ‘Learning Commu-

nity’ poster. Children at St. Ebbe’s attend this 

amazing place after school and during the 

school holidays as well as for class treats. It 

is just off Whitehouse Road will be open at half-term (1-4th June, closed bank holi-

day Monday), 10-4pm.  All children must be registered to attend and aged 7-14 years 

old.  It's free to attend, fun and all outside.  SOAP is run by volunteers but we rely on 

donations to keep open with our trained staff and to fix our equipment.  Closed bank 

holiday Monday. See SOAP website for further details. 

https://forms.gle/GK7LjnSMuqpfY2G48
https://soapoxford.org.uk/


Before and After School Clubs 

Breakfast Club (BFC) Now Open for Drop Ins  

 

Now that BFC is up and running we have capacity for additional children each morning. 

Consequently we have decided that we can now accept “drop ins”, i.e. it children can be 

brought to BFC in the morning without the need to book in advance. In order to drop in for 

BFC children must be registered for Breakfast Club. The registration form is available from 

the school website (  https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/

breakfast-club/). Paper copies are available from School Reception. Children attending BFC 

must arrive between 7.45am and 8.25am. BFC is charged at £4/day for one child, £3/day 

for additional siblings. Charges will be applied to ParentMail accounts weekly in ar-

rears. BFC is a great way to start the day, with healthy food and, occasionally, scrambled 

eggs provided by Mrs Farr’s chickens! 

 

After School Club (ASC) Open for One-Off Bookings  

 

After School Club continues to be very popular. We do still have a limited amount of space 

for extra children so we are opening up our ParentMail booking system for one-off book-

ings. The booking system is only open to children who are registered with ASC. If you 

would like to take advantage of one-off bookings then the ASC Registration form is availa-

ble from the school website ( https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities-

clubs/ ). Paper copies are available from School Reception. One-off bookings must be paid 

for in advance. One-off sessions are charged at £18 for a full session (3-6pm) or £13.50 for 

a half session (3-4.30pm or 4.30-6pm). The ASC One-off Bookings facility can be found un-

der the Accounts section in ParentMail.  

 

https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/breakfast-club/
https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/breakfast-club/
https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities-clubs/
https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities-clubs/


Would you like to learn a 
musical instrument? 

 
A contact of Yta Howard, one of our 
music teachers has some availability 
for music lessons on flute, clarinet, 
saxophone and recorder. Individual 
lessons cost £15 per 30-minute les-
son, and take place during the 
school day. Contact Lucy Downer for 
more infor-
mation: lucyjanedowner@gmail.com
, or visit www.lucydowner.com. 

 

mailto:lucyjanedowner@gmail.com
http://www.lucydowner.com/




Events at Hogacre 



A note from Mrs Farr 
Dear All, 

It was such a relief to see finally some sunshine this week! There was a definite air of hope as the children skipped in wearing 
summer dresses and shorts. 

It was also exciting that we had our first school trip, other than visits to our local area, since the start of the pandemic. Year 6 
had a brilliant day at Pitt Rivers which you can read about earlier in the newsletter. 

Monty Dog! 

Today we made a very exciting announcement. You may remember that up until 2 years ago 
we had a school dog, owned by Amanda Robson, called Diesel. We all loved Diesel but he sadly 
passed away. After a long wait, Amanda has found the perfect new puppy—Monty—who will 
be arriving in school from Monday 21st June! Monty will be fully trained as a ‘Pets As Therapy’ 
dog, vaccinated and subject to a detailed risk assessment which we will share with you nearer 
the time. Rest assured, Monty will be on a lead whilst in school and with Amanda at all times; 
he won’t be roaming free! Thank you Amanda for so generously sharing your pet with us at St. 
Ebbe’s; we can’t wait to meet him. If you have any questions, please do ask us on the gate or 
send an email to the school office. 

SESA Events 
A HUGE thank you for donating to SESA’s Armchair Fundraiser which has raised £5000. We will 
put this money to very good use to enhance learning and overall provision here at St. Ebbe’s 
and are so grateful. 
Please note that Ebbesfest has now moved to a week earlier and is planned for Saturday 3rd July. This event is subject to the 
lifting of Covid restrictions and, should it go ahead, will be fully risk assessed. Similarly, we are hoping to host our Annual Quiz 
on Friday 25th June… 
 
School Streets Trial 
Yesterday you will have received a link to a questionnaire asking for your views and questions around our work with 
Grandpont Nursery and Sustrans to make the street outside St. Ebbe’s safer by turning it into a ‘School Street’. Further details 
about the trial phase can be found in the questionnaire and there is an opportunity for you to express your views, including 
any challenges this might pose for you. This work has been prompted by several ‘near misses’ where children have almost 
been knocked off their bikes by cars and we must prioritise their safety. That said, the organisers, and both schools, are com-
mitted to understanding and helping people solve the challenges this may bring. Please do fill out the questionnaire to give us 
the best possible understanding of the implications for this change.  
 
September Transition 
We will be starting our transition arrangements shortly after half term with the aim of children being able to get to know their 
new teachers as much as possible before the summer break up. If the pandemic has taught us anything it’s to prioritise the 
formation of these trusting relationships as soon as possible so that children return to school in September excited and able to 
quickly settle. Last year we asked you to complete a questionnaire about your child to help enable your child’s new teacher to 
understand their interests and any other information you feel is relevant. We will ask you the same questions each year to 
account for any changes or the development of new interests/passions. You can find this survey here and it will take approxi-
mately 4 minutes to complete.  
 
New Staff Member 
You may have noticed a new face around school this week: Anna Bristow has started work with us as a Home School Link 
Worker. Anna is covering Steph Gilroy-Lowe who is currently on sick leave. A big welcome to Anna—we are very happy to have 
you on board. 
 
Summer Dance 
Again, roadmap permitting, we are aiming to go ahead 
with our ‘May Dance’ (in July)... This event is scheduled 
for Friday 2nd July and we are really hoping you will be 
able to join us. 
 
Please note that we return on Monday 7th June. 
 
Have a happy weekend and half term. 
 
Warm wishes, 
 
Tina Farr 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfzqftPTdqk1ZpZVroWnBL62S_4o6eu49cXFG6cPeGpESm7Vw/viewform
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=Nm7Q0qTLuki7pV6FGs1lZH9gm47414VIhhoLPHeBd0xUOFZDTEs5Rk45WkRJU0ZGTFVVQzA2UDJSUy4u

