The Weekly Ebbesentials
30th April 2021

Dragonologist Visit
We involve a whole range of experts to help our children learn and
this week, Liffey class have been visited by world-renowned Dragonologist and Author, Dr Ernest Drake. Dr Drake talked to the children
all about different types of dragons, as part of a Dragonologist Training Programme, so that they can learn about and understand the
dragon that is terrorising the village of Liffay and begin to problem
solve the situation. Year 1’s inquiry for this term is, ‘How Do Stories
Shape What We Think?’. Mr Hopkins, please do pass on our thanks to
Dr Drake for giving up his valuable time.

Year 2 Artists
You may already know that one of Madame Vergier’s many passions is Art. It is a joy to
watch her teach this subject as she passes on her skills and conveys her own enthusiasm to
the children. Here are the children in Seine Class focusing their concentration on drawing
Hokusai’s great wave, the start of a learning journey towards producing their own
waves by understanding and practicing
the techniques he used to create such a
stunning piece.

Mr Hicks’ Tries Silent Football
Inspired by this BBC News item about ‘Not Alone’,
an organisation which encourages young people to
talk about mental health, Mr Hicks tried some silent football with the older children this week. He
was impressed with their understanding of why
communication is important in football and beyond. Thanks Mr
Hicks for being
such a great
young role model
for children at St.
Ebbe’s.

Measuring Pollution

As part of their Inquiry, ‘Do we have the power to
change the world?’, Year 5 children have been carrying out a science experience to measure different levels of pollution around our school. As you
can see from the photos, they have also been using their climbing skills to position the plates. We
seem to have an unusually high number of climbers in this year group!

St Matthews toddler group, Jam and
Juice, will be re-opening from Tuesday
4th May every week from 10:00am11:30am. Join us for a chance to chat
and play and an opportunity to reflect.
Spaces are limited so please contact childrensandfamiliesworker@stmat
thewsoxford.org.uk to book a place. All
are welcome, we look forward to seeing
you again!
Kate

A note from Mrs Farr
Dear All,
It’s been another brilliant week at St. Ebbe’s, learning and playing with your joyful, inspirational children. We had a
beautiful compliment from a Clinical Psychologist this week who said that she had never visited a mainstream
school with such a warm and nurturing atmosphere as ours. Given that children can only truly thrive in their learning and personal development when they feel safe and cared for, this meant a great deal to us.
Parent/Teacher Learning Review Meetings
If you have already have your meeting with your child’s class teacher(s), may I ask you to fill out this very short survey asking for your
feedback. This will help us to improve the experience we offer next
time. These meetings take up a lot of time and have the potential to
have huge impact on your child’s learning both at home and at
school so we are keen to ensure they are as effective as possible.
The Big Ask
Rachael de Souza, the Children’s Commission for England is conducting a nationwide survey of children and young people in England, to tell the government what they think about
living a happy life. If you would like your child to take part, you can do so by clicking this link.
The Big Ask | Children's Commissioner for EnglandChildren's Commissioner for England (childrenscommissioner.gov.uk)

Breakfast Club
We are now able to offer Breakfast Club to a wider range of families. This club is run by our own staff: Mrs Slator,
Mrs Ali and Mrs Webster. The children have a choice of healthy cereals, toast and fruit and this week were treated
to scrambled eggs produced by my three chickens, Audrey, Marilyn and Connie. The chickens were very pleased
that their carefully laid, free-range eggs were enjoyed so much at Breakfast Club, and that children had even asked
for seconds!
Steve and Phil
Steve and Phil are rapidly becoming excellent classroom pets and are now very chilled out after a
recent trip to a very kind and gentle vet. They are growing rapidly and now have a huge cage for
overnight and a giant run for during the day. Here they can be seen helping with a Year 6 English
lesson and, it’s safe to say, they are very much loved!

Have a lovely weekend.

Tina Farr

