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Dr. Drake Returns 
Dr. Ernest Drake took Liffey Class on a very exciting visit 

to a dragon’s lair this week. The children had to be very 

quiet as they entered the lair, minding their heads on low

-hanging rocks and other hazards. When they arrived, 

they were stunned to find a nest containing freshly-laid 

dragon’s eggs. The children carefully handled them, pass-

ing them around whilst describing what they looked like. 

If you would like to see a video of this magical moment, 

please click here. Dr. Drake is gently introducing the chil-

dren to the ‘dragon’ (who it turns out speaks English) so 

that they can begin to understand her and engage in  

peaceful negotiations about the dragon’s behaviour in 

the village of Liffay. This is an excellent example of how 

our curriculum aims to nurture citizens of the future who 

we hope will bring compassion and understanding to the 

problems they are faced with. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SxSybg5Ud28


Year 6 Science 
Year 6 have been exploring the way light travels: using a laser to illustrate how it moves in straight lines. 

The humidifier helps to highlight the laser as it bounces around the water vapour suspended in the air. 

Using the mirrors, the children investigated how light reflects off of smooth surfaces and comparing how 

light behaves when it reflects off of rough surfaces. They had fun trying to hit targets dotted around the 

room, with a chain of three targets hit in a row, being the maximum, before the laser had completely 

diffused. 



Rafael tries Trapeze 
This week I had the pleasure of interviewing budding  

trapeze artist, Rafael Vindell. 

Tell me how you ended up trying trapeze? 

It was set up in Florence Park. 

Was it just for children? 

It was for anyone but probably not for 80 year olds! An 80 year old 

might fall off! 

Did you need a lot of courage? 

The first time I felt sick! I did probably need courage because 

I was scared because it was new and I was worried about taking my 

hands off it. When I’m on the Parallel Bars at school, I don’t like taking 

my hands off. 

What did it feel like?  

It actually was a lot higher than I expected. It didn’t look that high but then I was like, ‘Wow’! 

How did you get up there? 

There was a ladder. 

How did you stay safe? 

I had to wear a harness so that it would save me if I fell off. It was a belt and we put the harness on the 

belt. Luckily no-one did fall off. 

What was it like to swing? 

It was really fun. 

Would you do it again? 

I’d say I would but I’m not sure if I really want to.  

It sounds like you pushed yourself to do something you were really scared 

of! 

I did. It felt a bit like when I met some crocodiles in either Mexico or Spain. 

 

Rafael, I have really enjoyed talking to you. Well done for having the cour-

age to try something new and the confidence to know that you were safe, 

even if you felt a bit scared. You have set a great example for other children. 

Well done. 



Before and After School Clubs 

Breakfast Club (BFC) Now Open for Drop Ins  

 

Now that BFC is up and running we have capacity for additional children each morning. 

Consequently we have decided that we can now accept “drop ins”, i.e. it children can be 

brought to BFC in the morning without the need to book in advance. In order to drop in for 

BFC children must be registered for Breakfast Club. The registration form is available from 

the school website (  https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/

breakfast-club/). Paper copies are available from School Reception. Children attending BFC 

must arrive between 7.45am and 8.25am. BFC is charged at £4/day for one child, £3/day 

for additional siblings. Charges will be applied to ParentMail accounts weekly in ar-

rears. BFC is a great way to start the day, with healthy food and, occasionally, scrambled 

eggs provided by Mrs Farr’s chickens! 

 

After School Club (ASC) Open for One-Off Bookings  

 

After School Club continues to be very popular. We do still have a limited amount of space 

for extra children so we are opening up our ParentMail booking system for one-off book-

ings. The booking system is only open to children who are registered with ASC. If you 

would like to take advantage of one-off bookings then the ASC Registration form is availa-

ble from the school website ( https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/extra-curricular-activities-

clubs/ ). Paper copies are available from School Reception. One-off bookings must be paid 

for in advance. One-off sessions are charged at £18 for a full session (3-6pm) or £13.50 for 

a half session (3-4.30pm or 4.30-6pm). The ASC One-off Bookings facility can be found un-

der the Accounts section in ParentMail.  

 

https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/breakfast-club/
https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/information/parents-information/breakfast-club/
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SESA News 



St Matthews toddler group, Jam and 

Juice, will be re-opening from Tuesday 

4th May every week from 10:00am-

11:30am. Join us for a chance to chat 

and play and an opportunity to reflect. 

Spaces are limited so please  con-

tact childrensandfamiliesworker@stmat

thewsoxford.org.uk to book a place. All 

are welcome, we look forward to seeing 

you again! 

Kate 
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A note from Mrs Farr 
Dear All, 

I hope you have had a good week. We have packed a lot into four days as I’m sure you have too.  

I spent lunchtime today dancing with children in Reception which was an absolute joy. I had all sorts of requests for 

songs, ranging from Disney to a bit of Rock and Roll! We talked about being curious about music you haven’t heard 

before and being interested in each others’ choices. It was a lot of fun! 

Children are always curious about what it as I actually do and whether I have a class. I always explain that my class 

are the grown up in school and that it’s my job to look after them so that they can look after the children. To which 

my 5-year old interviewer responded, ‘Well who looks after you then?’ Such a philosophical and thoughtful re-

sponse. Luckily my lovely staff do that job very well indeed. 

I led an assembly with Years 3-6 this morning on the subject of bullying in the context of our core 

values: curiosity, courage and connection. I asked the children how bullying linked to this part of 

our picture and received the following insightful responses: ‘’Bullying could make someone’s light 

dimmer.’ ‘Bullying could take away someone’s personality or what makes them unique. ‘Being a 

Defender could make your light shine brighter because you would have helped another person.’ 

‘We need to be careful how we use our power—for example if you’re good with words, use them 

to be kind.’ It’s safe to say that children have a very good understanding of the power of human 

connection and compassion. I couldn’t be prouder. 

Waitrose are offering free refreshment packs for schools to celebrate the launch of their kids carton range as well 

as the rollout of their Rainbow Fruity Ice Lollies. For every 1000 multipacks of their Pip Kids juice cartons, smoothie 

cartons and piptastic fruity ice lollies sold, they will be donating a Pip-top refreshment pack to a school sports day.  

However, in order for us to receive them, we will need as many nominations as possible via this link. 

Oxfordshire Libraries are keen to encourage children along to borrow books once more.  ‘There’s so much children 

can discover in libraries, such as a wide range of books to read for pleasure and information, online resources and 

free computer access.’  They have produced a short video here to help advertise their services. 

Our friends at Grandpont Nursery School are currently advertising for After School Club staff. If this sounds like a 

post for you, please click here for the advert and details of how to apply. 

We are currently advertising for a Reception teacher to  cover Mrs Woods’ maternity leave. Mrs Woods is ex-

pecting her second baby in October. She will return for a short while after the summer break and then take mater-

nity leave until the end of the year. 

On Monday, the DfE are publishing revised guidelines for schools should the ‘roadmap to recovery’ continue on 

track. I will let you know what changes we are able to make. In the meantime, now that Infection Rates are lower, 

you do not need to wear a face mask to drop off and collect your child(ren) as this is all happening outside. Howev-

er, please do maintain social distancing until we hear otherwise. All other guidance for how we operate during the 

day will remain in place for the time-being. 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Tina Farr 

https://piporganic.com/sportsday/
https://vimeo.com/485387049/ea992e6fe3
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