
The Weekly Ebbesentials    
                                                 17th September 2021 

Welcome to St. Ebbe’s 
Stepping boldly into the unknown, the 

youngest additions to our school commu-

nity have impressed their teachers with 

their curiosity, courage and connection in 

the first two weeks of term. Here are Dar-

ling and Garry class loving learning, play-

ing and getting to know their new envi-

ronment. Thank you to our lovely Recep-

tion team who have helped the children to 

feel safe, loved and welcome.  





Limpopo’s Art Work 
At St. Ebbe’s we select from a wide range 

of artists to inspire our children. I was de-

lighted to see that Years 4 and 5 studied the 

art of Nate Williams as a part of their ‘All of 

Us’ project. I love these beautiful drawings 

reflecting who individual children are, the 

important connections in their lives and 

what they love to do. 



Science at St. Ebbe’s 
Science is a great subject for chil-

dren to demonstrate their curiosity 

in the questions they ask and inves-

tigate. Here you can see Year 6 

(Haro) measuring and comparing 

their lung capacity using balloons 

and Year 2 (Seine) demonstrating 

courage in trying, failing and 

adapting their parachute designs to 

find out which fell the slowest. I 

love the engagement and connec-

tion through collaboration evident 

in these photos. 



This week at Forest School 
Learning at Forest School changes with the seasons, 

the weather and the children’s interests but it always 

awakens wonder and curiosity. 

Year 1 are making bird nests from the hay that was 

available.  

Year 2 can be seen digging holes to plant hazelnut 

trees, being monkeys, spotting families of swans, 

making ’cakes’ and pushing hay bales all around the 

site to make a hedgehog nest in a hole spotted in a 

tree trunk.  

Year 4 and 5 created a café to serve food and drinks 

as well as identifying trees by looking at leaf shapes 

and bark and whittling sticks. 



 
 

 
Please come and join us for Ebbesfest on 2nd October. A record num-
ber of parent helpers have signed up to help and there will be a range of 
great stalls such as: lucky dip, cake stalls, bar, guess the sweets in the 
jar, coffee and tea, tombolas for adults and children, guess the weight 
of the cake, splat the rat, BBQ, beat the goalie and a tuck shop. 
This is our first community event since the start of the pandemic. We 
will be following Covid safety guidelines and would love to see you 
there.  
 
 
Next meetings - we’ll confirm exact dates soon (but plan to hold 2 
meetings in the following weeks), we’d love to see you there. 
 Week commencing 11th October 

 Week commencing 22nd November (AGM) 
 

SESA (St Ebbes School Association) 



Please join us this Saturday (18th September) from 12-5pm for bubbles, music, dancing, coffee and play!  Free entry. Bring a 
picnic.  All children must be accompanied by an adult and all adults accompanied by children!  We won’t have staff on site so 
all children need to be accompanied, and supervised by their adult.  If you’re new to the area or new to school, come and 
join us!  Located just behind Grandpont Nursery, off Whitehouse Road.   
 
AFTER SCHOOL AT SOAP THIS TERM 
Running until the end of term.  Free to attend! 
 

 
 
All children are welcome at SOAP, but activities and equipment are best suited for children 7-14 yrs.  Children and young 
people wanting to attend without a parent/carer must be at least 7 & registered.   
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
!!!!EXCITING NEWS!!! 
SOAP has recently been granted a 5 year lease from Oxford City Council (OCC) for a small slither of woodland that runs adja-

cent to SOAP.  It is shown here on the map.  

There will be no impact on public access to the wood or existing paths running through from Dean’s Ham to the lane and 

Grandpont Rec.  We will work closely with OCC Park’s Service to manage and minimise any environmental impact, and ex-

plore partnerships with and input from environmental groups such as Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT).  

If you have any comments or questions or would like to know more please contact the SOAP Committee on 
soapreg2020@gmail.com  

SOAP is free for everyone and is run by local volunteers with paid play-

worker staff.  We rely on donations and fundraising to keep open.  Eve-

ry single penny goes back into SOAP.   

Please consider donating to SOAP, or setting up a direct debit, 

via Localgiving, or if you’re online shopping (Christmas is coming J) 
please support SOAP through EasyFundraising. 

September 2021 

Day 3-5pm 6-8pm 

Monday-Tuesday Families, all children to be accompanied by an adult CLOSED 

Wednesday CLOSED CLOSED 

Thursday-Friday 7UPs and registered only!! SOAPYC 

Saturday-Sunday CLOSED FOR PRIVATE HIRE 9-6pm.  See website for details 

SOAP—South Oxford Adventure Playground 

SOAP’s overall goal is to improve the physical and men-

tal wellbeing of children and young people.  Evidence 

shows that outdoor play, & play in nature in particular, 

is associated with a range of health benefits including 

increased physical activity & emotional wellbeing.  The 

COVID-19 pandemic has meant that children and young 

people have experienced increased isolation from 

friends and outdoor play time has been restricted.  We 

hope that by including a small bit of wood into the ad-

venture playground will increase access for children 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6uPGLf03FLMxFL_nGGKUBMbZ9RMYuiqxYqxpGx-nZky2Rbg/viewform
mailto:soapreg2020@gmail.com
https://localgiving.org/charity/soapoxford/
https://localgiving.org/charity/soapoxford/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/soapsouthoxfordadventureplayground/?invite=OMKCXL&referral-campaign=c2s
https://soapoxford.org.uk/hire-soap/


Term Dates for 2021-22 



Unknown Forest is an interactive nature 
trail amongst the trees which encour-
ages children and their families to en-
gage with nature and to participate in 
creative storytelling. Setting off on their 
own journey the audience will encoun-
ter a series of sounds, stories and mov-
ing pictures that when pieced together 
begin to tell the story of a birds treach-
erous migratory journey and the chal-
lenges it faces when it finally arrives in 
this country. After they have completed 
their journey the audience is invited to 
return to our base camp to build their 
own woodland in miniature and to 

share their own creative story with us. 
Book Here: https://www.thenorthwall.com/whats-on/unknown-forest/ 

Unknown Forest 

https://www.thenorthwall.com/whats-on/unknown-forest/


A note from Mrs Farr 
Dear St. Ebbe’s Community, 

New Climbing Wall 

Rose and Ursula of Ob Class, began a fund-raising campaign at the end of last 
year to have a traversing climbing wall installed on our playground. Raising an 
initial £90 through selling excess allotment produce, these two entrepreneurs 
then approached our Business Manager, Phil Doubtfire, to discuss options for 
raising the additional money needed. With a contribution from our Sports Pre-
mium money (ring-fenced for the purpose of encouraging more children to be 
active and try new sports) and our wonderful SESA (St. Ebbe’s School Associa-
tion), the target was reached and, with the help of Rose’s dad, Jon and his 
climbing contacts, the wall was installed this week. Rose and Ursula have been 
trying it out with Year 6 and will soon be creating rules and sharing games 
with younger children. The wall has coloured holds depicting different levels 
of difficulty so that it is accessible to all. Well done both! 

 

New Sign 

If you haven’t yet noticed our new sign, proudly displaying our school logo, please do 
look up next time you arrive at the school gate! I think our logo looks great enlarged 
for all to know what is important to us at St. Ebbe’s. Some say it be seen from 
space…! 

 

 
Covid-19 

We have had two positive cases in children since returning to school. If your child tests positive, please let 
us know and we will send an anonymised communication out to families of the class. The current guid-
ance from the DfE states that we should not close classes unless there is an outbreak (10% of the class 
affected), when we will work with Public Health England to put additional measures in place. If you are 
concerned or have any questions, please do get in touch. Several schools have been affected locally, hav-
ing to close year groups so please do continue to take care.  

School Streets 

Our new Active Travel Champion, Laura Sertoli has been working with families for whom our School 
Street trial is causing difficulties. If you would like to talk to Laura about any challenges you are experienc-
ing, please do email her on ATC@st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk. We are committed to working with every family 
to make arriving and collecting as stress-free as possible.  

Punctuality 

Punctuality has improved hugely since we sent the text reminder last week. Thank you for making what-
ever adaptations you had to make to your morning routines to make this happen. We appreciate that 
there will be days where not everything goes to plan or the traffic is bad so please don’t worry if you are 
late on the odd occasion but please help us with this area as much as you can by arriving as close to 
8:40am as possible. 

May I wish you all a wonderful weekend. 

Warm wishes, 

Tina Farr 


