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Mathematics at St. Ebbe's 
One of the subjects which has changed the most since we 

were all at school is the teaching of mathematics. Most nota-

ble is the switch to using pictures and physical objects to 

model mathematical thinking. Children these days are adept 

at using all sorts of different objects and you may hear them, 

or their teachers, talking about Numicon, tens frames, bead 

strings, Diene’s blocks and lots more. The benefit of this is 

that it helps children to visualise the problems they are solv-

ing and therefore makes mathematics less of an abstract 

subject, which for many can lead to confusion, as you may 

well remember depending on your own experience of mathe-

matics at school! Here are a few photos of our Year 1 and 2 

children using different pieces of equipment and diagrams to 

assist their calculations. 



An Interview With ... 
‘An interview with…’ is back! Our first 

interviewees this school year are Rose 

and Ursula of Ob Class. Thanks to 

these two proactive change-makers, we 

now have a beautiful climbing wall in 

school.  

Good morning Rose and Ursula. Thank 

you for joining me. 

 

How has the climbing wall been go-

ing since it opened? 

We’ve noticed a lot of people are using 

it.  

What do we need to make it more 

successful? 

We need to make some rules for using 

the climbing wall for children who have-

n’t yet tried it. 

What are the benefits? 

It’s good to have it as something else to do at playtime. 

People will gain strength, it might encourage them to try new things or to find a new hobby that they enjoy. The Year 

1s join us at lunchtime and they are having a go. 

How are you helping the Year 1 children? 

We are showing them which colour to follow or where to put their feet and hands. 

Has anything surprised you? 

That so many people are still interested? We thought that people might try it and then do something else but they are 

all really interested. 

Which order are the colours in terms of easiest to hardest? 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

So people should start with yellow and then progress? 

Yes that would be the best way 

How do you feel about your achievement?  

We feel proud that we’ve made something for the playground that lots of people are using and enjoying the climbing 

wall. 

Thank you both for your hard work in making change happen.  

Level 1 (easiest) Yellow 

Level 2 Blue 

Level 3 Black 

Level 4 Red 

Level 5 White 

Level 6 (hardest) Green 



 



Please join us this Saturday (18th September) from 12-5pm for bubbles, music, dancing, coffee and play!  Free entry. Bring a 
picnic.  All children must be accompanied by an adult and all adults accompanied by children!  We won’t have staff on site so 
all children need to be accompanied, and supervised by their adult.  If you’re new to the area or new to school, come and 
join us!  Located just behind Grandpont Nursery, off Whitehouse Road.   
 
AFTER SCHOOL AT SOAP THIS TERM 
Running until the end of term.  Free to attend! 
 

 
 
All children are welcome at SOAP, but activities and equipment are best suited for children 7-14 yrs.  Children and young 
people wanting to attend without a parent/carer must be at least 7 & registered.   
 

REGISTRATION FORM 
 
!!!!EXCITING NEWS!!! 
SOAP has recently been granted a 5 year lease from Oxford City Council (OCC) for a small slither of woodland that runs adja-

cent to SOAP.  It is shown here on the map.  

There will be no impact on public access to the wood or existing paths running through from Dean’s Ham to the lane and 

Grandpont Rec.  We will work closely with OCC Park’s Service to manage and minimise any environmental impact, and ex-

plore partnerships with and input from environmental groups such as Berks, Bucks and Oxon Wildlife Trust (BBOWT).  

If you have any comments or questions or would like to know more please contact the SOAP Committee on 
soapreg2020@gmail.com  

SOAP is free for everyone and is run by local volunteers with paid play-

worker staff.  We rely on donations and fundraising to keep open.  Eve-

ry single penny goes back into SOAP.   

Please consider donating to SOAP, or setting up a direct debit, 

via Localgiving, or if you’re online shopping (Christmas is coming J) 
please support SOAP through EasyFundraising. 

September 2021 

Day 3-5pm 6-8pm 

Monday-Tuesday Families, all children to be accompanied by an adult CLOSED 

Wednesday CLOSED CLOSED 

Thursday-Friday 7UPs and registered only!! 
Thursday Youth Club (6-8pm) 

SOAPYC 
for yr7s-10s (11-15yrs) 

Saturday-Sunday CLOSED FOR PRIVATE HIRE 9-6pm.  See website for details 

SOAP—South Oxford Adventure Playground 

SOAP’s overall goal is to improve the physical and men-

tal wellbeing of children and young people.  Evidence 

shows that outdoor play, & play in nature in particular, 

is associated with a range of health benefits including 

increased physical activity & emotional wellbeing.  The 

COVID-19 pandemic has meant that children and young 

people have experienced increased isolation from 

friends and outdoor play time has been restricted.  We 

hope that by including a small bit of wood into the ad-

venture playground will increase access for children 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSe6uPGLf03FLMxFL_nGGKUBMbZ9RMYuiqxYqxpGx-nZky2Rbg/viewform
mailto:soapreg2020@gmail.com
https://localgiving.org/charity/soapoxford/
https://localgiving.org/charity/soapoxford/
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/soapsouthoxfordadventureplayground/?invite=OMKCXL&referral-campaign=c2s
https://soapoxford.org.uk/hire-soap/




A note from Mrs Farr 
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
 
Ebbesfest 
We are very sorry that we had to cancel Ebbesfest this weekend but I am sure 
you will agree that, with the heavy rain forecast from 10am-6pm today, it was 
the right decision. May I thank Ellen Stevens and her team of parent helpers for their hard work put-
ting this event together and those of you who made cakes or contributed raffle and tombola prizes. 
Watch this space for details of our next community event. We WILL get there! 
 
Parent/Teacher Learning Reviews 
Thank you for responding to our short poll regarding your preference for online or face-to-face meet-
ings. 70% of you stated a preference for face-to-face meetings which I am pleased to say will be able 
to go ahead on Monday 18th and Tuesday 19th October. We will ensure good ventilation, availability 
of hand sanitiser and observe social distancing. There will also be an opportunity to book online 
meetings. Our office team will be in touch via Parent Mail so that you can book your appointments.  
 
Our Management Information System and Communication 
All schools are required to have a Management Information System where we securely hold infor-
mation about children and staff. The one we currently use has limited functionality so we are chang-
ing to a new, cloud-based system over the course of half term. There may be a couple of weeks 
where things seem a little slow whilst our office team train get used to the new system. However, I 
am pleased to report that as parents, you will soon reap the benefits as you will be able to contact 
class teachers more easily, check your child’s attendance record remotely and lots more. Please 
bear with us whilst we make this important change towards more efficient communication and infor-
mation sharing.  
 
Website Photographer 

We had a brilliant day on Monday with a visit from a professional photographer. She took some beau-
tiful photos of the children learning, playing, chatting and even captured a ’Tug-of-War’ match that 
took place between our two Year 2 classes as inspiration for the concept of debating! I can’t wait to 
share them with you once our new website is up and running which should be in a few weeks time.  

INSET days and Additional Closure for Queen’s Jubilee 

An incredible teacher training opportunity has arisen which is too good to turn down. We will need 
two days to complete the training, meaning that I have moved our 21st July INSET (closure) day to 
Wednesday 6th January. Schools are also required to choose an additional closure day in lieu of the 
Queen’s Jubilee, as this falls in the June half term.  

Closure dates are as follows: 

Friday 8th October—CLOSED for training 

Tuesday 4th Jan/Wednesday 5th Jan—CLOSED for training 

Friday 27th May—CLOSED for additional Bank Holiday 

Monday 6th June—CLOSED for training 

 

As ever, please do email or speak to me on the gate if you have any questions or if anything isn’t 
clear. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

 

Tina Farr 


