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Reception’s Special Visitor 
Mary Anning, fossil hunter was born on 21 May 1799, Lyme 

Regis. Her family were very poor, meaning that she didn’t go to 

school very much, teaching herself to read and write. She spent 

her time searching the coast for what she called ‘curiosities’, 

later discovering that her discoveries were actually fossils. Mary 

discovered some  incredible fossils and is now remembered as 

one of the greatest fossil hunters to have ever lived.  Children in 

Reception are learning about her under their big Inquiry Ques-

tion: Who has the right to share their knowledge? Here we can 

see Emily in Year 6 role-playing Mary Anning. The children 

asked brilliant questions and wrote her letters. We can also see 

how the teachers set up play-based opportunities for the chil-

dren to continue following their own curiosities. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks1-ks2-mary-anning/zn7gd6f


Year 6 Photography 
Year 6 have been learning about German 

photographer, Karl Blossfeldt, who is best 

known for his close-up photographs of 

plants and living things. These beautiful pho-

tographs taken on a frosty Friday morning 

reflect our commitment at St. Ebbe’s to give 

children space and time to appreciate the 

beauty of the natural world through their 

learning. The children’s attention to detail 

and these photographs fill me with joy.  

https://www.moma.org/artists/24413




Term Dates for 2021-22 

Please put these school closure dates in your diaries 

Friday 27th May—CLOSED for additional Bank Holiday (Queen’s Jubilee) 

Monday 6th June—CLOSED for training 



A note from Mrs Farr  
Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
Yesterday I visited another school for the first time in two years! As one of the Local Authority’s 
School Improvement Partners, I get to work with four different schools. Sharing knowledge in this way works well 
for both parties and I always leave having learnt more and with ideas for how to refine our practice at St. Ebbe’s.  
 
Projects 
I hope you have now received your child’s ‘Knowledge Organiser’ for this term. At St. Ebbe’s, we keep a balance 
between the focus on knowledge acquisition, development of skills and critical thinking, the importance of which is 
summarised in this quote from Daniel Willingham, Neuroscientist: 'Data from the last thirty years lead to 
a conclusion that is not scientifically challengeable: thinking well requires knowing facts…critical thinking processes 
such as reasoning and problem solving…are intimately intertwined with factual knowledge that is stored in long-
term memory.’ Daniel Willingham 

Knowledge Organisers help teachers to refine exactly what knowledge they are teaching through their projects, 
help parents to understand what their children are learning and help children to learn new vocabulary and the fac-
tual elements of projects that enable them to talk about their learning in an informed way. Please do use these at 
home to practise learning vocabulary and facts as well as to carry out further research as outlined in our Home-
work Policy. 
I love the collaboration between Reception and Year 6 depicted on the front page. Reception are learning under 
the Inquiry Question: Who has the right to share their knowledge and Year 6 under: What does the Earth show us 
about the story of humankind. Both projects are connected by the study of fossils and will need a trip to the Natu-
ral History Museum. Watch this space for further developments—we have exciting plans. Once again, please email 
in or speak to us if you have an area of expertise you could contribute to one of our projects.  
 
New Arbor Parent Portal  

If you haven’t signed in already please do as it will provide you with access to facilities such as bookings for clubs 
and trips, payments and messages. Payment through ParentMail is no longer available and all current payments 
and accounts have been moved from ParentMail to Arbor. Our ParentMail will be completely closed down in a 
few weeks time so now is a good time to activate your account on Arbor. You can access the Arbor Portal either 
through a browser or via an App (iOS and Android) available from App stores - just search for Arbor. 

SESA (St. Ebbe’s School Association) Our PTA 
Thank you to those of you who were able to attend the AGM on Thursday. It was good to see some new faces help-
ing us to review SESA’s activities last year and to plan ahead for this year. SESA raise between £14,000 and £20,000 
for our school every year through organising events from the Christmas/Summer Fair, Bingo, Quiz Night, Armchair 
Fundraiser as well supporting events in school such as the May Dance and the Year 6 play. Without these funds we 
wouldn’t have been able to purchase 45 Chromebook laptops last year, and 90 
sets of robust headphones, to give just two examples. This year we are hoping 
to purchase new wall bars for the hall as well as a giant outdoor climbing 
frame on the school field. Ellen (Chair) and Anna (Treasurer) will both be step-
ping down at the end of the school year and we are looking for volunteers to 
be Co-Chair and Co-Treasurers next year, learning from Ellen and Anna this 
year. If you would like to join our enthusiastic and dynamic SESA committee, 
please do speak to me on the gate. We honestly couldn’t provide half of the 
shiny resources without their support and this is a role where you can really 
make a difference to our school.  

Finally, Oxford County Library has asked that you sign up to their new Face-
book page. They have recently expanded the range of services they offer, so 
please do follow them on Facebook if you use it. 

Have a peaceful and joyful weekend. 
Warm wishes, 
Tina Farr 

https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Homework-Policy-2.pdf
https://st-ebbes.oxon.sch.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/Homework-Policy-2.pdf

