
Knowledge Organiser Year 1: How can we survive as a team?

Part 1: Island by Mark Janssen
Literacy:
Illustrators use different colours to express feelings and emotions through the pictures they create. 
Colours have different shades and names.
Humans have basic needs to survive: food, water, warmth, rest, safety and security.
Working in teams help us to create a feeling of accomplishment, make friends and have positive 
relationships with others.
Science – migration:
• Green sea turtles migrate long distances between their feeding grounds. They are super-strong 

swimmers, they propel through the water using their strong paddle-like flippers.
Geography:
• There are hot and cold areas in the world.
• The world’s seven continents are, Africa, Antarctica, Asia, Australia, Europe, North America, 

South America.
• The world’s five oceans are the Arctic, Southern, Indian, Atlantic and Pacific

Art: Colours can be mixed 
to create new colours and 
made to be lighter or 
darker shades. Oil pastels 
are water resistant.

Part 2: Exploring a pirate island
History
The explorer Christopher Columbus made contact between Europe and the lands that were later 
named America at the end of the 15th century. Pirates were sailors who used their ships to rob and 
attack other ships and villages by the sea. Pirates in the golden age of piracy mainly came from the 
continent of Europe, from countries like Britain and Spain and worked mainly around some islands 
known as the Caribbean.
Literacy
A noun is an person, place or a thing. An adjective is a describing word. An expanded noun phrase 
is a phrase with an adjective and a noun. We can use expanded noun phrases to make our writing 
more exciting.
Science
Pirate ships were made of wood which is very buoyant, their shape helps to hold air which helps 
the boat to displace water and float.
Geography
• A compass can help you to locate North, South, East, West.
• Maps help us use directional language to describe where we are.

Part 3: Grace Darling
History
On 6th September 1838 a massive storm 
wrecked the SS Forfarshire close to the 
Longstone lighthouse. 
Early on 7th September, Grace’s father, William, 
assessed the situation and decided that he 
needed to try and rescue any survivors. He took 
Grace with him in their rowing boat. Between 
them, they managed to rescue nine survivors.



Key Events/Facts

Migration Some animals migrate 
to places where they 
can hibernate, or rest 
for the winter. Others 
migrate because the 
weather is too hot, too 
cold, too wet, or too dry 
during certain times of 
the year. Most animals 
migrate across water, 
land, or air.

1492
Christopher 
Columbus

Arguably, the first 
documented explorer to 
find the continent of 
North America. 

‘Golden 
Age’ of 
piracy. 

The ‘golden age’ of 
piracy was between 
1650 and 1720. 

1838.
The 
Forfarshire 
Shipwreck

Grace Darling was a 
lighthouse keeper’s 
daughter who was 
famous for her role in 
rescuing the survivors 
of 
the Forfarshire shipwrec
k in 1838.

Vocabulary

Island A piece of land 
surrounded by water

Migration Movement from one place 
to another

Continent Large areas of land made 
up of many countries. 
There are seven 
continents in the world.

Ocean A large expanse of sea.

Island An island is a piece of land 
surrounded by water.

Pirate Someone who sails on the 
oceans to steal from 
others.

Buoyant Something that can float 
on a liquid (or gas).

Surface 
Area

The outside part of 
something.

Compass An object that uses the 
magnetism of the earth to 
tell directions.

Science
Physics
Objects can be described using their physical properties. Some objects 
are more buoyant than others.
Biology
A turtle has properties that make it an amphibious reptile.

Feeling Curious? Links to more knowledge
Books
Meet the Pirates by James Davies, Antigua de Fortune of the High Seas 
by Anna Rainbow and Oli Hyatt, Pirateology by Dugald Steer, Grace 
Darling by Anita Ganeri, Turtles and Tortoises by National Geographic. 

RE
Is everyone special?
There are many reasons people choose to belong to groups 
and religions.

Websites
Read together: 
Royal Museums
Greenwich website.

https://www.rmg.co.uk/
DK Find out- Pirates

https://www.dkfindout.c
om/uk/history/pirates/  

https://www.rmg.co.uk/

