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Natural History Museum 
Our Reception children went on their first school trip this 

week to the Natural History Museum as part of their project, 

‘Who has the right to share their knowledge?’, the children 

explored fossils and carried out some detailed observational 

drawings. Thank you to Miss Duncalfe and Miss Conde for 

arranging this and well done to the children for being such 

brilliant learners. 



This Week at Forest School 

This week at Forest School, different year groups enjoyed learning about re-

quirements for survival in winter, how to build shelters, walls made of hurdles, 

fire warmth, wild food and water sources. Mrs Harlow and Mrs Crowther both 

say that they feel privileged to be out in the woods with the children and their 

enthusiasm for this area of learning. 









Term Dates for 2021-22 

Please put these school closure dates in your diaries 

Friday 27th May—CLOSED for additional Bank Holiday (Queen’s Jubilee) 

Monday 6th June—CLOSED for training 



A note from Mrs Farr  
Dear Parents and Carers,  

I hope you’ve had a lovely week. 

Things have been a little more settled for us at school this week now that cases of Covid are subsiding and both children and 

staff are attending more regularly. Staff absence has given Clare Whyles and me the opportunity to teach writing and maths, 

refreshing our skills from when we were class-based all those years ago when we were young…! 

Learning Reviews (Parents’ Evening) 

Learning Reviews are on Monday and Tuesday next week. Please do make an appointment through Arbor if you haven’t al-

ready done so, as this is an important opportunity to gain an understanding of your child’s learning strengths, areas for devel-

opment and how you can support at home. Bookings will close at 8am on Monday to enable teachers to prepare.  

Attendance and Punctuality 

Like most schools our attendance figures have been affected by Covid and other illnesses since there has been less social dis-

tancing. Under normal circumstances at this time of year, we would be seeing average attendance of around 96%. Our current 

figure is 92.7%. Whilst this is above the Oxfordshire average of 90.8%, we are keen to get back on track as fast as possible due 

to the clear link between attendance and progress. Please let us know if you are experiencing challenging circumstances out-

side of Covid and would like support from us. 

In addition, may I also ask that children arrive at school as close to 8:40am as possible. When children arrive as the gates 

close, it can take another 5-10 minutes for them to arrive in class, especially if they have a bike! This does delay the start of 

lessons somewhat so we would appreciate your help in arriving as early as possible. Again, if you have any questions, please 

do ask. 

Assembly 

In assembly this week we talked about an upcoming competition, run by a local law firm where one of our parents works. The 

children have been asked to create a design representing one of our three core values: curiosity (Reception/Year 1), courage  

(Year 2 and 3) and connection (Year 4/5/6). The winning designs will be applied to the panels of an old Volvo Estate which will 

be raced in a rally in France. The company are hoping to attract some press attention for St. Ebbe’s vision and values! Watch 

this space.  

Dates for your diary 

SESA has some great events coming up including: 

• Bingo—Weds 2nd March 6-8pm (Zoom) Please message Ellen Stevens on 07970952381 to book tickets. 

• May Dance—Fri 13th May—1-3pm (School Field) 

• International Evening—Thurs 9th June 6-8pm (School Field) 

• Ebbesfest—Fri 1st July—3-6pm (School Field) 

Also, a heads up that it’s World Book Day on Thursday 3rd March. At St. Ebbe’s we do like to dress up as children’s book char-

acters. There are lots of brilliant and cheap ideas on the World Book Day website so please don’t feel you have to go and buy 

something new.  

Finally, Ellen Stevens, SESA Chair, and I will be setting up a SESA Promo Space outside school on Monday and Thursday to help 

you understand more about the work that SESA do to support us and how you can help. Please do stop by and see what we 

are up to and have a chat. 

Have a lovely weekend, 

 

Tina Farr 

https://www.worldbookday.com/

